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Summary: Here is my version of Dragon season two. Defenders of Berk. 
In this one I bring three dragons that I have created. Their names 
are: Re, Aurora, and Tenor. There is also a dragon named 
Harmony . 


1 . Live and Let Fly 
**Live and Let Fly** 

Late one evening on Berk the Dragon Riders were in the caves doing an 
interrogation simulation. Fishlegs was tied up and by himself. The 
others were in the shadows playing as Outcasts, Snotlout was 
pretending to be Alvin and forcing Fishlegs to tell how to train a 
dragon. Fishlegs did okay until one of the dragons blew out the 
torches and the cave went pitch black. This scared Fishlegs to the 
point of snapping and telling everything about the riders and their 
dragons. Finally Hiccup stopped the simulation and Toothless relit 
the torches. Fishlegs was now looking at his fellow riders either 
looking dissapointed or amused. 

>"You know I hate the dark," said Fishlegs hoarsely . <br>"Fishlegs you 
can't cave in," said Hiccup, trying not get angry. "Alvin will do a 
lot worse than turn out the lights. He had me locked in a dungeon 
waiting to be executed, and Toothless was chained and muzzled for 
days. You have to stick with what we discussed; your name, where you 
live, and nothing else." With that the riders exited the cave, 
mounted their dragons and flew home for the night. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>The next morning Stoic the Vast was overseeing the reconstruct ion 
of Serenity's Dragon Hospital witch he had decided to move to 
Mildew's old property so it would be safe from attacks by enemies. 

The Vikings were working on the house, they had already moved the 
apple tree. Stoic wanted the place to look nice for when Serenity and 
her dragon Ruby returned in a few days. They were finishing the roof 
when Hiccup and Toothless landed next to Stoic. There they got some 
bad news . <br>"Grounded? " said Hiccup shocked. "All the dragons?" 



>"There is a ban on flying until further notice, " said 
Stoic . <br>"What about patrolling, or training?" said Hiccup. 

>"What part of ban on flying did you not understand?" said 
Stoic . <br>"This is ridiculous," Hiccup protested. 

>"Are you calling your father ridiculous?" Stoic asked. <br>"No, " said 
Hiccup. "I'm calling my chief ridiculous." Stoic had nowhere to go 
with that . 

> "No flying, that is my final word," he said and walked off.<p> 


* * 


* 


><p>So Hiccup and Toothless had to walk all the way to the arena to 
break the news to the other riders. They weren't pleased. <br>"And you 
agreed?" said Astrid. 

>"I had no choice," said Hiccup. "He's the chief, who also happens to 
be my overprotect ive father . "<br>"So no flying?" Snotlout asked. 

> "No flying," said Hiccup. "I'll keep working on my dad and hopefully 
he'll change his mind." All the riders were very upset, as were the 
dragons . <p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>That evening Hiccup, Astrid, and their dragons walked home 
together . <br>" I forgot how long a walk it is from the Academy," said 
Astrid. "Sure would be nice to be flying home." Hiccup ignored her. 
Just then Toothless started prancing around, excited. 

>"What's with him?" Astrid asked . <br> " It ' s sunset," sighed Hiccup, 
stroking Toothless on the head. "We go flying when it gets dark, he 
loves it." Toothless pranced to the edge of town to watch the sun go 
down . 

>"Poor Toothless," said Astrid. "No family, no night flying, what's 
left for him really." With that she and Stormfly went home. Hiccup 
went to the forge where he had started making a new shield. The 
shield looked like a normal Viking shield, except it had a few hidden 
secrets. In the center there was a small grappling hook with a rope 
attached, it could also be used as a frisbee to knock out an 
opponent, and it could turned into a crossbow. The insignia on the 
shield was the insignia of the Academy, a Night Fury silhouette with 
one red tail fin.<p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Hiccup worked on the shield for hours. The sun went down and a 
bright full moon came out. Toothless came into the forge and slapped 
Hiccup with tail . <br>"Toothless you need to relax," said Hiccup. 
Toothless went back outside, slumped to the ground, and curled into a 
ball. Hiccup felt so bad for the dragon, he had done nothing wrong 
and yet he was banned from the sky. Hiccup went back to his shield, 
then Gobber came it . 

>"What are you working on?" he asked. Hiccup held up the finished 
shield. <br>"What do you think?" he said. 

> " A1 1 this work for a shield?" Gobber asked. For answer Hiccup pulled 
a trigger hidden in the handle and the hook and rope shot out and 
wrapped tightly around Gobber, Gobber was impressed. <br>"With the ban 
on flying we have to defend ourselves some how, " said Hiccup as he 
reeled the hook and rope back into the shield and put it on the 
table . 

>"You know Stoic only trying to keep you safe, " 


said 



Gobber . <br>"Yes, " said Hiccup. "He should know that the safest place 
for me is on Toothless." Gobber left and Hiccup turned back to his 
shield, only to come face to face with Toothless. The dragon growled 
as if to say 'please can we go flying?' 

>"You might as well forget it," said Hiccup. He put the shield away 
and blew out the candle. As they began walking home the full moon 
caught Hiccup's attention. It seemed to smile down at them. Hiccup 
gave up and mounted Toothless. They took off for their normal evening 
flight. All was going well until Hiccup caught a glimpse of a Deadly 
Nadder on their tail. Hiccup made Toothless go faster, and steered 
him all over the place. Stormfly had trouble keeping up with the 
fast, black, dragon and soon could see him no more. Astrid landed 
Stormfly on a sea stack to look around. The Night Fury was nowhere to 
be seen.<p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Hiccup landed Toothless on a different sea stack to give him a 
rest . <br>"That was close," said Hiccup. "Good job bud, I think we 
lost her . " 

>"Guess again, " said a voice, Astrid and Stomfly landed next to 
them.<br>"Oh hi, Astrid," said Hiccup, pretending to be surprised. 
"We were just talking about you." 

>"So I guess this is the part where I ask if your dad changed his 
mind," said Astrid. "And you say he didn't and your going behind his 
back again . "<br>"No, " said Hiccup. "This where I tell you my dad is 
wrong . " 

>"So he knows?" Astrid said.<br>"I didn't say that," said Hiccup. "I 
didn't want to get anyone else in trouble, I was trying to do the 
right thing." 

>"We both know what the right thing is," said Astrid. "If you're 
going to ride dragons behind your dad's back then we all need too, 
see you tomorrow." With that Astrid and Stormfly took off and headed 
home. Hiccup and Toothless soon did the same.<p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>On the way home Hiccup thought about what Astrid said. He thought 
about how he could get his fellow riders back in the air on their 
dragons, and learn to defend Berk from the Outcasts and their 
dragons. He pondered this all the way, he didn't say a word as he 
unsaddled Toothless and went to bed. He thought about it all through 
the night. <p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>By the next day he had come to a conclusion and he announced it 
to the Academy . <br>"Dragon Flight Club!?" Snotlout explained. "I love 
it." All the riders liked the idea, as did the dragons. 

>"And the first rule of Dragon Flight Club," Hiccup continued. "Is 
that there is no Dragon Flight Club." He explained that the operation 
was top secret from other Vikings, including Stoic. The riders would 
fly during the night and learn how to defend Berk from any wild 
dragon Alvin might use, from a Changwing to a Typhoomerang, even a 
Whispering Death. All the riders were excited. After this 
announcement the riders went home to wait until sunset. <p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>The dragons gathered in their favorite spot, under Serenity's 



apple tree. Her new hospital was finished and ready for her return. 
In place of Mildew's old, broken hut was a one-room, stone cottage 
with a thatched roof that had her Dracoinan flag flying on top. In 
place of Mildew's dying cabbages was Dragonnip, and her apple tree, 
that still had her hallowed out room in its trunk. The Vikings had 
also dug her a well.<p> 

The dragons sat in the tree's shade to also wait for the sun to go 
down . 

>"So when do you think Serenity will come back?" Stormfly 
asked. <br>"I hope soon," said Hookfang. "I like her." 

>"Also Ruby is a lot fun," Toothless added. "He doesn't sit around 
and sleep like Draco did, he actually participates in our 
conversations." The others nodded . <br> " I think she will return in 
just a few days," said Meatlug. "The day after tomorrow." 

>"I hope she likes her new hospital," said Belch. <br>"I do," said 
Stormfly. "I feel like no one can bother us up here." 

>"She'll love it I'm sure," said Hookfang. "It has more room for her 
work, and it's closer to the sky." The others agreed. Then Meatlug 
changed the sub ject . <br>"Tonight should be fun," she said. 

>"Yeah, " said Barf. "Flying in secret, at night, under the bright 
moon . "<br>"Plus our riders learning how to defend home," said Belch. 
"Learning how to fend off wild dragons with out killing them." 

>"I have a feeling this year is going to be fun," said Toothless. 
"Exciting fun." The dragons nodded. <br>"We should rest up for being 
out all night," said Stormfly. With that the dragons grazed on the 
apples for awhile, then took a nap. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Down in the forge Stoic went in to find Gobber playing with 
Hiccup's new shield. <br>"Hello Gobber," said Stoic. Gobber looked up 
and accidentally triggered the hook and rope, witch snapped around 
Stoic. After an awkward silence Gopper reeled in the rope and put the 
shield on the table. 

>"Did you make those adjustments on my saddle?" Stoic asked. <br>"Yup 
it's all done and back on Thornado, " said Gobber. "However you don't 
really need it with the ban on flying." 

>"Someone has to patrol the island and it might as well be me, " said 
Stoic. "And please don't tell anyone, especially Hiccup." With that 
he left.<p> 

As the sun went down the riders found their dragons under the apple 
tree, they saddled them up and took off into the clouds. The first 
place they went to was... 

>"Changwing Island," Hiccup announced as the island came into view. 
They flew lower over the island, looking for wild Changewings . 
Suddenly they spotted three of them cornering a single boar. The 
riders landed their dragons in the trees to watch. Then the twins 
chose this moment to start arguing, the riders moaned. The 
Changewings spun around to face the intruders. They spat acid at 
them. The riders took off and the wild dragons gave chase, continuing 
to spit acid and dematerialized. However Hiccup noticed that once 
they got out against open skies the Changewings had nothing to 
Camouflage against. This would provide the riders with a great 
advantage. The riders left with this information and flew back 
towards Berk . <br>"Hey Hiccup!" Tuffnut called. 

>"Yes Tuffnut," Hiccup answered. <br>"When did your dad join Dragon 
Flight Club?" Tuffnut asked. 

>"He didn't," said Hiccup, confused. <br>"Oh, 


' cause he ' s right 



there, " Tuffnut pointed to Stoic and Thornado flying low over the 
ocean . 

>"Uh oh," said Hiccup. "Everyone, evasive cloud maneuvers." He pulled 
Toothless up into the dense clouds, the others followed. <br>"What are 
you two doing?" said Astrid to the twins, who had flipped their 
Zippleback upside down and out of the cloud cover in plain view of 
Stoic . 

>"Guys if your heads are out of the clouds my dad can see you, " said 
Hiccup. And sure enough Stoic and Thornado were flying straight for 
the clouds . <br>"You ' re right about that," said Tuffnut. Hiccup 
groaned . 

>"0k, split up, head home, and please keep the dragons out of sight, " 
he ordered. The riders spit up and headed to their homes. They made 
it without being caught by Stoic, except for Fishlegs and Meatlug. 
Stoic caught them outside their house . <br>"You ' re coming with me 
boy," said Stoic. He took Fishlegs to the Great Hall, tried, and 
failed to get Fishlegs to talk. Hiccup's interrogation simulation 
seemed to have paid off. Stoic soon gave up and let Fishlegs go home, 
figuring that he could get an explanation from Hiccup. With that 
Stoic went home. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>The next evening at the Academy Fishlegs told everyone about the 
night before . <br>"You did great Fishlegs," said Hiccup. 

>"Yeah, " said Fishlegs. "Because I know that the first rule of Dragon 
Flight Club is that there is no Dragon Flight Club." He felt so proud 
of himself . <br>"So what are we doing tonight?" Tuffnut asked. 

>"Nothing, " said Hiccup. No one was pleased. <br>"That doesn't sound 
fun at all, " Tuffnut wined. Suddenly Snotlout rode in on a flaming 
Hookfang. Hiccup smacked his head in annoyance. 

>"Snotlout what did I tell you, no dragons, " he said. The riders had 
left their dragons under Serenity's apple tree . <br>"Let ' s just say I 
may have saved this entire island, " said Snotlout, smugly, "Alvin and 
the Outcasts are sailing towards Berk as we speak." 

>"Alvin, " Hiccup whispered angrily. "Everyone get your dragons and 
I'll go warn my dad." He ran right out and back to the village, the 
other riders ran to get their dragons. <p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>At home Hiccup found Stoic in his chair asleep. He went to wake 
him up.<br>"Dad wake up," said Hiccup. Stoic woke up, grabbed his son 
by the throat, and waved an ax in the air with his free hand. When he 
realized who it was he let go. 

>"Hiccup you shouldn't wake me up," Stoic snapped. "I could have 
chopped you . "<br>"Okay it's not fun for me either," Hiccup snapped 
back. "But Dad we have bigger problems the Outcasts are on their way 
here." Stoic grew suspicious. 

>"And how would you know that?" he said, looking down his nose at 
Hiccup . <br>"Do need to answer that?" said Hiccup, embarrassed. 

>"I told you no flying," said Stoic . <br>"Yeah I've been thinking 
about that," said Hiccup, loudly. "Doesn't a ban on flying include 
all dragons even a Thunderdrum? " Stoic said nothing as he grabbed his 
helmet . 

>"We'll talk about this later," he said, heading for the door. "We 
need the whole Academy." He opened the door to find all the riders 
mounted on their dragons, rearing to go. Stoic mounted Thornado and 
Hiccup mounted Toothless. They all flew out to meet the 



Outcasts . <p> 


A few minuets later they spotted the Outcast fleet. 

>"I'll draw their first round of fire," Stoic shouted. "When their 
reloading you attack, but not before." The riders exchanged a glance. 
Stoic clicked the reins and Thornado accelerated towards the Outcast 
ships. The riders hung back and waited their turn. The Outcasts 
launched their catapults at Stoic, and boulders rained through the 
air and all of them missed Stoic . <br>"Now Hiccup!" Stoic bellowed. 

And all the riders attacked the ships, without hesitation. Their 
dragons shot fire at the decks. 

>"Open the cargo hold," shouted Alvin. Two Outcasts opened a hatch on 
the deck and half a dozen Changewings flew out . <br>"Changewings ! " 
Hiccup alerted the others. They all flew after the Changwings as they 
headed for Berk. Snotlout and Hookfang cut them off, causing them to 
turn around. Hiccup pulled Toothless alongside Astrid and Stormfly. 

>"You and the others herd the Changewings back to their island I'm 
going to go help my dad, " Hiccup ordered. Astrid and Stormfly flew 
off and Hiccup and Toothless joined Stoic and Thornado. Both dragon 
attacked the ships, Thornado with sonic blasts and Toothless with 
plasma blasts. They shot at every ship, then Hiccup noticed that the 
ships were turning around. <br>"They ' re retreating!" he shouted. 

>"Well done son," praised Stoic as they headed back to Berk. Then he 
spotted the look on Hiccup's face. "What's wrong Hiccup? "<br>" I just 
thought that Alvin would have a little better plan that this, " said 
Hiccup . 

>"Let's just be thankful he didn't," said Stoic as they went in for 
landing. However they didn't see a smaller Outcast boat with Mildew 
and Savage pull up alongside a large cave right under the village. 
They were carrying boxes filled with Whispering Death 

eggs . <br>"Alvin ' s diversion worked perfectly," said Savage. "Are you 
sure we're putting these eggs in the right place?" 

>"0f course I'm sure, these caves are right underneath Berk," said 
Mildew. "They'll have no idea there are Whispering Deaths right under 
their feet." He chuckled. <br>"And when they do," said Savage. "Berk 
will be destroyed." They finished unloading the eggs from the crates 
and spread them throughout the caves. When they were done they 
boarded their boat and sailed home. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Back at the village and in Stoic's house Stoic was sitting at the 
table picking at his soup. Hiccup joined him after he unsaddled 
Toothless. He sat in his chair and waited for Stoic to say something, 
he didn't have to wait long.<br>"I don't like that you disobeyed be 
son," said Stoic. "But I can admit when I was wrong. I was wrong to 
ground the dragons, I was just being a father." 

>"I know dad, I'm sorry too," said Hiccup . <br>"Know suppose you tell 
me about this Dragon Flight Club," said Stoic. 

>"Well, " said Hiccup exchanging a smile with Toothless. "The first 
rule of Dragon Flight Club, is that there is no Dragon Flight Club." 
Suddenly they heard the whoosh of wings and the thud of two landing 
dragons. Toothless ran outside, followed by Stoic and Hiccup. 

Serenity had just landed in the plaza and dismounted Ruby. Beside 
Ruby was another dragon, a female. She was a beautiful white creature 
with feathery wings and deep blue eyes. Stoic approached 
them. <br>"Welcome back Serenity," he said. She smiled. 

>"It feels good to be here finally," she said. "It was a long 



flight . "<br>"Who is this?" Stoic asked pointing at the white dragon. 
>"This Ruby's new mate," said Serenity. "Her name is 

Harmony . "<br>"Very nice," said Stoic. "I would love to hear of your 
travels . " 

>"There will be plenty of time for that tomorrow," said Serenity. 
"I've noticed you moved my hospital . "<br>" I figured you could use the 
space," said Stoic. 

>"I appreciate that, thank you," said Serenity. "I'll go settle into 
it . "<br>"Right , see you tomorrow," said Stoic. With that he and 
Hiccup went back into their house. Toothless followed. Serenity, 

Ruby, and Harmony went up to the new hospital. She unsaddled Ruby and 
put her saddle on its rack. 

>"We're going to go for a night flight if that's okay," said Ruby. "I 
want to show Harmony around. "<br>"Okay I'll turn in," said Serenity. 
"I've missed this place." Ruby nodded in agreement. 

>"Well good night," said Harmony . <br>"Good night, I can't wait for 
you to meet my friends here, " said Serenity as she went into her 
tree. Harmony and Ruby smiled at each other. Ruby took off. Harmony 
shuffled her feathers and followed. They flew off into the 
moonlight . 


2. The Iron Gronkle 
**The Iron Gronkle** 

The Dragon Riders of Berk were in the middle of a Flight Club 
exercise when they got word of an Outcast boat sailing through Berk's 
water. They stopped the exercise and flew after it. They flew in the 
area where the boat was last seen. They looked all over but didn't 
find anyone. Finally they landed on a sea stack to give their dragons 
a rest. 

>"It was heading this way," said Astrid, frustrated. "It must have 
out run us."<br>"How does an Outcast boat out run our dragons?" 

Hiccup asked, also frustrated. At that moment Fishlegs and Meatlug 
caught up with them and landed between Hookfang and the Zippleback. 

>"That's how," Snotlout snapped. <br>"So what ' d we miss?" Fishlegs 
asked unaware of the glares he was getting from Snotlout and the 
twins . 

>"It's not what you missed," said Snotlout. "It's what we all 
missed. "<br>"Snotlout, " Hiccup warned. 

>"What?" said Snotlout. "I'm just calling it like I see it, if we 
didn't have slow and really really slow holding us back then maybe we 
can do what we're supposed to be doing . "<br>"That ' s a bit harsh," 
said Astrid. 

>"He does have a point," said Fishlegs . <br>"Fishlegs, " said Hiccup 
with pity. 

> "No it's okay," said Fishlegs. "You guys keep looking Meatlug and I 
will patrol the clif f s . "<br>"You sure?" Hiccup asked. 

>"Positive, " said Fishlegs . <br>"Alright, " said Hiccup. "Use your 
dragon calls if you spot anything, " with that the other riders took 
off. Fishlegs flew Meatlug around the sea cliffs for a while. They 
passed over the Dragon Hospital where Serenity was attending to an 
injured Thunderdrum. Ruby and Harmony were both asleep in the shade 
of the apple tree. 



><p>As the afternoon went on Fishlegs and Meatlug landed on a tiny 
beach that had both rocks and berry bushes. Meatlug ate the rocks and 
Fishlegs ate the berries. However they both ate so much it made them 
sick. Meatlug was unable to spit out fire balls or lava. So they 
slowly made there way up to the village. Fishlegs thought about going 
to Serenity but figured she would have her hands full already with 
that Thunderdrum. So they went to the forge where Gobber was 
working . <br>"Hey Gobber," Fishlegs hiccuped. "Could you help Meatlug, 
she's not felling well." 

>"What's the problem?" Gobber asked. <br>"She ate a tone of rocks," 
said Fishlegs. "But she can't seem to fire out any lava." Meatlug 
slumped down exhausted as Gobber examined her. 

>"I'd say you two overdid it," he said. "Celebrating were 
you? "<br>"Not really," said Fishlegs, he hiccuped again. Gobber 
rummaged through his things and pulled out a large feather. He 
tickled Meatlug' s side with it causing her to barf up a whole bunch 
of lava all over the forge. Gobber and Fishlegs scrambled onto the 
counter to avoid getting baked. They were all quiet as they stared at 
the lava. 

>"Sorry about your shop, " said Fishlegs, breaking the awkward 
silence. "I've never seen her make this much lava before. "<p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>After they escaped the lava Fishlegs took Meatlug home and gave 
her a scrub down. As he finished the other riders returned from their 
search and landed in the plaza. Fishlegs went to greet them. The 
riders dismounted their dragons, all looking defeated. <br>"Did you 
find the Outcast boat?" Fishlegs asked. 

> "No we didn't find them," said Hiccup. At that moment Gobber came 
out of the forge holding a new sword. <br>"Fishlegs, do you know what 
this it?" he asked. 

> " A sword?" said Ruf fnut . <br>"Not just a sword," said Gobber. "Feel 
it." He handed it to Astrid. She slashed it about. 

>"I made it out of that strange lava Meatlug left in my shop," said 
Gobber . <br>"This was made from Gronkle lava?" Hiccup asked, 
impressed . 

>"I call it Gronkle iron," said Gobber explained. "I got tired of 
waiting for it to cool . "<br>" It ' s pretty," said Astrid. "But too 
light, would never hold up in battle." She tossed it back to Gobber. 

>"Exactly what I thought," said Gobber. "Until I did this." He swung 
at the sword Snotlout was holding, slicing it in half. All the riders 
were impressed. <br>"Is there any left?" Astrid asked, excited. "I've 
been wanting a new dagger." 

>"And I figured It'd go nice on that new shield of yours," Gobber 
said to Hiccup . <br>"Good idea," said Hiccup. "It would make it 
stronger and lighter." 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>The word spread throughout the village and a half an hour latter 
there was a long line in front of the forge. Gobber, Fishlegs, and 
Meatlug made things out of Gronkle Iron for people, things like: 
swords, maces, helmets, axes, and hammers. Hiccup used it to rebuild 
his special shield, making it stronger, lighter and very shiny. He 
also rebuild Toothless's tail with the new iron, so the dragon could 
fly even faster . <br>"This Gronkle Iron is going to do wonders for my 
shield," said Hiccup. 

>"Yeah, how great is this stuff, " said Fishlegs as he handed a mace 



to a customer . <br>"So what kind of rocks did you feed Meatlug?" 

Hiccup wanted to know. 

>"I can't say," said Fishlegs uncomfortably . <br>"No? " said Gobber, 
suspicious . 

>"It's a trade secret," Fishlegs lied. They were interrupted by 
Astrid and Stormfly landing next to the forge . <br>"Hiccup the 
sentries said they saw another boat, " Astrid announced. "We have to 
go now." Hiccup put the shield down and mounted Toothless. 

>"You coming Fishlegs?" Hiccup asked. <br>"I would love to," said 
Fishlegs. "But Meatlug and I are pretty busy." He gestured to the 
long line outside the forge. So the other riders took off with out 
Fishlegs again. 

>"We're getting low on Gronkle Iron," Gobber in formed Fishlegs. They 
tickled Meatlug' s side with the feather, but all that came out were 
two metal balls. Just then Gobber and Fishlegs spotted Serenity 
astride Ruby riding into the plaza . <br>"Maybe we should make her 
something," Fishlegs suggested. "Armor for her dragon." 

>"Hey Serenity!" Gobber called. "I want to show you something." 
Serenity rode over to the forge . <br>"What is it Gobber?" she asked. 

>"I want to show you this," Gobber picked up the shield Hiccup left 
in the forge and handed it to her. Serenity dismounted and took 
it . <br>"Hiccup made it out of a new metal that came out of Meatlug," 
said Gobber. "We call it Gronkle Iron." Serenity examined it, weary 
of the triggers hidden in it. 

>"Steel, I think," she said. "Far stronger than iron."<br>"I was 
thinking we could make a suit of armor for Ruby out of it, " said 
Gobber. "These are dangerous times after all." Serenity considered. 

>"What do you think?" she asked Ruby.<br>"I think it's a great idea," 
said Ruby. 

>"0k, " said Serenity to Gobber. "You can if you want, thank you for 
the ofer." She handed the shield back and mounted Ruby. They took off 
and flew away. Gobber turned to Fishlegs . <br>"Alright boy," he said. 
"I think it's time you let me in on your trade secret." 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>They walked down to the spot with the berry bushes. Gobber was 
hauling an empty wheelbarrow . <br>"This is the spot," said Fishlegs. 

>"Okay, " said Gobber. "Let load'er up." He put the wheelbarrow on the 
ground. "Care to tell me witch one of these is the wondrous rock?" He 
began examining the rocks scattered over the beach. Fishlegs quickly 
began picking up rocks and weighing them, muttering to 
himself . <br>"You don't know do you?" said Gobber quietly. 

>"Okay fine," Fishlegs cracked. "I don't know what rock makes Gronkle 
Iron." He began beating himself up.<br>"Get a hold of yourself," 
Gobber ordered. "We'll take a whole bunch of theses rocks, try them 
one at a time and eventually we'll land on the winner." Fishlegs 
calmed down. 

>"Really?" he said. <br>"I 'm sure," said Gobber reassuringly. The 
gathered all the different rocks they could fit in the wheelbarrow. 
They punched it back to the forge and dumped all rocks in front of 
Meatlug, who was excited. Gobber there her a few chunks of sandstone 
into the dragon's mouth. She spat out a thin runny lava, witch when 
cooled, made a solid, clear substance (glass) . 

>"Let's try again," said Gobber. He rummaged through the rock pile, 
just as the other riders returned from the search. Gobber pulled out 
a shiny black rock . <br>"Oh, I like this one," he said. "Shiny, like 



Gronkle Iron." He gave Meatlug a few chunks of the strange rock, she 
swallowed them, and they all waited. Slowly and suddenly there came a 
strange humming sound that grew louder. All of a sudden metal items 
from the walls and counter flew through the air and attached 
themselves to Meatlug. The Gronkle began to panic. 

>"She's attracting the metal," cried Fishlegs. He tried to calm her 
down, but she grew more afraid as a set of keys and a shield snapped 
on to her. Then without warning she bolted from the forge and into 
the streets. Fishlegs ran after her. They ran all over the village as 
more metal items snapped onto Meatlug. She grew even more scared and 
ran faster. Fishlegs ran as fast as he could, but he was gaining no 
ground. Then Hiccup and Toothless came out of seemingly nowhere and 
flew low after Meatlug . <br>"Hiccup you have to help Meatlug," 

Fishlegs cried. 

>"What's wrong with her?" Hiccup asked. <br>"I don't know," said 
Fishlegs, panicking. "She's attracting metal, she's really scared." 

>"Okay Toothless we have to heard her away from town, " Hiccup said. 
They chased Meatlug through the plaza, through the Dragon Hospital, 
and into the woods . <br>"Now let's try getting ahead and cutting her 
off," said Hiccup. Toothless sped up and passed Meatlug. They herded 
her right to the edge of a cliff. Toothless landed, blocking her 
escape route. Meatlug turned to face them. 

>"Meatlug, " soothed Hiccup, "hey girl." He quietly got off Toothless 
and slowly approached the spooked Gronkle. As he got nearer Fishlegs 
caught up . <br>"Hiccup wait," he warned. 

> "Not now Fishlegs," said Hiccup . <br>"No you don't understand," said 
Fishlegs, out of breath. 

> "Not now Fishlegs," Hiccup said again . <br>" It ' s metal," said 
Fishlegs. But before he could finish the warning Hiccup's metal leg 
slipped out from under him and was pulled onto Meatlug 's belly. This 
startled her again and she took off with Hiccup hanging up side down 
from her belly. 

>"Meatlug come back!" Fishlegs called to no avail. He watched his 
dragon fly off with Hiccup, wondering what to do. He felt a nudge on 
his back. He turned to Toothless who crooned at him.<br>"You thinking 
what I'm thinking?" Fishlegs asked. Toothless gestured to his saddle. 
Fishlegs wasn't too comfortable with riding the Night Fury, the 
fastest dragon in the world. But he knew he had no choice if he 
wanted to get his dragon and Toothless's rider back. So he climbed 
onto Toothless and put his feet in the stirrups that were designed 
for people with normal legs. Once the tail opened Toothless was off 
like shot. Fishlegs took a few minuets to bet used to the speed. He 
clung to the dragon's head for dear life. But soon he managed to grab 
the handles on the saddle and Toothless could stabilize. They soon 
caught up with Hiccup and Meatlug and flew right below them so 
Fishlegs could figure out how to get Hiccup unstuck without him 
falling into the ocean. 

>"Hey, " said Hiccup, awkwardly . <br>"Hey, " said Fishlegs. 

>"How's it going?" Hiccup asked. <br>"Better than expected," said 
Fishlegs . 

>"I know this may be a bad time," said Hiccup. "But I wanted to say 
sorry for leaving you behind this morning, I know you volunteered 
but . . . "<br>"Hiccup, " Fishlegs interrupted. "We can talk about this 
later, I'm trying to concentrated." 

>"0h, okay," said Hiccup. Just then Fishlegs saw Serenity and Ruby 
flying in their direction, from their right . <br>"Hi Serenity!" 
Fishlegs called as they came into earshot. 

>"Hello, " said Serenity, she couldn't help but be amused. "What's 
happened here? "<br>"Meatlug ate a strange rock and now she's 



attracting metal items," explained Fishlegs. 

>"I don't suppose you've seen this before?" Hiccup asked. <br>"Yes 
actually," said Serenity. "It's called a magnet. The strange rock was 
probably Lodestone, and please don't ask me how it works because I 
have now idea." 

>"Lodestone? " Hiccup asked curious . <br>"Yes it's a rock that attracts 
iron and steel," said Serenity. "Anyway I came to inform you that the 
Outcast boat you were looking for is right behind you." They all 
turned around and sure enough an Outcast boat was sailing in the 
opposite direction. 

>"Thanks Serenity," said Fishlegs. Serenity gave a nod and flew 
upward into the clouds. Hiccup and Fishlegs turned their attention to 
the Outcasts. They heard shouts coming from the deck telling them the 
dragons had just been spotted and were loading up their 
catapults . <br>"They ' re getting ready to fire," said Fishlegs, 
panicking . 

>"I know, I have a plan," said Hiccup as he grabbed Meatlug's front 
legs so he could be upright. "Dive." He ordered. The two dragons 
obeyed and they flew towards the ship. Hiccup steered Meatlug passed 
it using the magnet to pull the ship to one tip and throw the 
Outcasts off balance, and to pull all the weapons off the deck and 
after Meatlug. As they flew once more over the ship Fishlegs and 
Toothless flew underneath Meatlug and tickled her belly. She spat out 
the Lodestone and the magnet released it's hold. All the weapons fell 
through the ship, puncturing the haul and sinking it, and Hiccup fell 
safely onto Toothless. They left the sinking ship behind, Fishlegs 
jumped from Toothless to Meatlug and Hiccup jumped into Toothless's 
saddle and took over steering. Both riders were happy to be back on 
their own dragons. <p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>They flew back to Berk as the sun began to set. Hiccup and 
Toothless went to the arena and Fishlegs and Meatlug went to the 
forge. They found Gobber there waiting for them. <br>"Well if it isn't 
the concurring heroes," said Gobber. "Ready to get back to work? We 
still have to make that armor for Serenity and Ruby." 

>"I would love to," said Fishlegs. "But our responsibilities to the 
Academy are going to keep us very busy . "<br>"Understandable, " said 
Gobber. "In that case I have something for you." He went into the 
forge and came out with the steel sword, he handed it to Fishlegs. 

>"That's the first sword you made," said Fishlegs, surprised. <br>"Yes 
it is," said Gobber, proudly. "But anyone who drives off an Outcast 
ship deserves it." 

>"Thanks, " said Fishlegs, unable to believe it. "But I didn't do it 
alone." He patted Meatlug on the head. She seemed to smile at him. At 
that moment Hiccup flew into the plaza on Toothless . <br>"Come on 
Fishlegs we're all waiting on you," Hiccup said and flew off. 

Fishlegs mounted Meatlug and flew off to join the other riders. 

Gobber watched them go as Serenity and Ruby landed beside the forge." 

>"I'm afraid I won't be able to make that armor for you," Gobber told 
her . <br>"That ' s perfectly alright," said Serenity. "I can always 
order armor from home, we have plenty of steel. In fact I've 
contemplating this for weeks." 

>"Very well," said Gobber. "At least have these." He handed her the 
two steel balls Meatlug spat out earlier . <br>"Thanks, " said Serenity. 
She reached into her saddlebags and pulled a black stone as big as 
her palm. She waved it around and the two steel balls were attracted 



right onto it with two loud snaps. 

>" Impressive, " said Gobber . <br>"Magnets, " said Serenity. "Harmless, 
useless, but fun to play with." She put the magnet away. "Thanks 
Gobber." With that she flew back to her tree where Harmony had dinner 
waiting . 


3. The Night and the Fury 
**The Night and the Fury** 

The Dragon Riders of Berk were gathered in the Academy waiting for 
instructions from Hiccup. They had given their dragons they day off 
because tomorrow night they were going to go to Dragon Island for a 
stealth exercise. So the dragons went up towards Serenity's Dragon 
Hospital where they liked to hang out. 

>"What do you think this exercise will be exactly?" Hookfang 
asked. <br>"I don't know," said Toothless. "But I'm getting a slight 
feeling that we won't be invited." 

>"Well if that is the case," said Stormfly. "At least we'll be able 
to hang out with Serenity more." They all nodded in agreement. They 
walked through the village and up to the hospital. When they got 
there they found Serenity sitting in the shade of her apple tree with 
Ruby, Harmony, and Re and Aurora the dragon king and queen. They 
seemed to be talking about the dragons' homeland Draconia. Then Ruby 
spotted the new arrivals . <br>"Ah there they are," he said. "Hello 
friends . " 

>"Hello, " said Meatlug . <br>"We were just talking about you guys," 
said Harmony. 

>"Hello your majesties," said Toothless to the king and queen. "What 
brings you to Berk? "<br>"We wanted to personally drop off Ruby's new 
armor," said Aurora. "And to visit Serenity." She pointed to Ruby who 
was wearing a shiny, steel, suit of dragon armor that had a huge ruby 
stone in the head plate. 

>"Very nice," said Stormlfy. They joined the king and queen under the 
tree and sat down . <br>"Where are your riders?" Re asked. 

>"They're down at the Academy," said Toothless. "They gave us the day 
off. So we decided to come up here to hang out . "<br>"You come here 
often?" Aurora asked. 

>"Yeah, " said Belch. "It's the only place in the village that's for 
us, in a good way . "<br>"There ' s been a lot of death in that arena," 
said Hookfang. "I've seen a lot of my friends killed there." 

>"There's a lot of death at a hospital too," Aurora pointed 
out.<br>"Not this one," said Serenity. "So far no one has died in my 
hospital . " 

>"Really?" Re asked. <br>" It ' s true," said Toothless. "I've been here 
for a long time and I haven't seen one dragon put down." 

>"How long have you been here?" Aurora asked. <br>"Two years I think," 
said Toothless. "I've lost track." 

>"How long are you two staying?" Harmony asked. Re 

shrugged. <br>"Until something exciting happens I guess," he said. 

>"You won't have to wait long," said Stormfly. "There's always 
something going on. "<br>"I know," said Aurora. "From what we here you 
guys see more action than we do." No one said anything. Serenity got 
up to stretch her legs. 

>"How about you go break in that armor, " she suggested to 
Ruby . <br>"Okay, " said Ruby. "Would you all mine if we go out 
fishing? " 



>"We'll bring you something," said Serenity. The dragons 
nodded. <br>"Don ' t be gone too long though," said Barf. 

>"We'll be back in twenty minuets," said Serenity. She mounted Ruby 
and rode down the hill to the plaza. There she found the riders 
coming back from the arena . <br>"Hi Serenity," said Astrid. 

>"Hello, " said Serenity . <br>"Can I ask a favor?" Hiccup asked. 

>"Sure, " said Serenity carefully . <br>"We ' re going to Dragon Island 
tomorrow night," said Hiccup. "To practice stealth skills. We want to 
do it without dragon help. So would you come with us and keep an eye 
on the dragons to make sure they don't help us?" Serenity thought for 
a moment . 

>"Where would we stay?" she asked. <br>"I marked the cave where we 
will meet up again on this," Hiccup handed Serenity a map. 

>"Okay, " she said. "I'll see you guys letter." She put the map on her 
saddlebags and took off.<p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>When Serenity and Ruby returned to the tree they found all the 
dragons still there, talking. They landed and Serenity 
dismounted. <br>"That didn't take long," said Re. 

>"No, " said Serenity. "And I got plenty of fish." She unloaded a 
whole bunch of cod, salmon, and Mackerel. She gave each dragon a fish 
of their choice, then she put the rest of the fish into crates. She 
sat down and pulled out the map of Dragon Island. <br>"What ' s that 
for?" Toothless asked. 

>"Tomorrow night your riders plan to hike through Dragon Island, " 
said Serenity. "They want to practice stealth skills, without your 
guy's help . "<br>"What ? " said Hookfang, shocked. "Why don't they want 
our help?" 

>"They probably want to be able to defend themselves if they're ever 
separated from you," said Harmony . <br>"That makes sense," said Belch. 
"But what are we going to do?" 

>"We are going meet them at this cave, " Serenity said, showing 
them. <br>"Are you coming?" Stormfly asked. 

>"Yes, " said Serenity. "I'll keep you guys company . "<br>"We should 
all go," said Meatlug. "The king and queen included." They all turned 
to Re and Aurora. 

> "Do you want to come to Dragon Island with us your majesties?" 
Serenity asked. Re exchanged a glance with Aurora . <br>"Where ' s Dragon 
Island?" Aurora asked. 

>"You've been there," Serenity said. "The first time you came to the 
Archipelago . "<br>"Oh yes," said Re. "It should be fun, a dragon 
camping party. I haven't done that since I was a yearling." 

>"Alright, " said Aurora. "We'll come if you bring your guitar 
Serenity." Serenity smiled and gave the OK sign with her 
fingers . <p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>That evening after the dragons went home Serenity started to 
gather up her camping gear.<br>"So how is that armor?" Aurora asked 
Ruby . 

>"Wonderful, " said Ruby. "It's so light I can scarcely feel 
it . "<br>"Would you mind sleeping in it?" Serenity asked, as she 
rolled up her sleeping bag. 

> "Not at all," said Ruby. Serenity put her sleeping bag next to the 



tree trunk, along with saddlebags full food, her water canteen, her 
guitar in its black case, her medical bag, and her hammock 
tent.<br>"Is this the stuff you bring when you're on the go?" Harmony 
asked . 

>"Pretty much," said Serenity. She set the hammock tent beside her 
chair . <br>"Are you two ready?" Ruby asked Re. 

>"Yup, " said Re. He and Aurora were now both wearing steel dragon 
armor. Their armor was fancier than Ruby's. Aurora's armor was silver 
decorated with a floral pattern carved into it, sapphires and 
turquoise stones. Re's was gold with a Celtic pattern carved into it, 
decorated with emeralds. Their head plates doubled as their crowns. 
Both sets of armor were reinforced with diamond. Looking at the armor 
Serenity had an idea . <br>"You guys should claim Dragon Island," she 
said. "It's open, now that the Red Death is gone." 

>"That's a great idea," said Ruby. "You could turn it into another 
castle." Re and Aurora exchanged a glance . <br>"Well we'll see," said 
Aurora. "It's a great idea, but we need to look over the land first." 
Serenity smiled. 

>"Since we're here," said Re. "Do you think we could get a tour of 
Berk? "<br>"Oh sure," said Serenity. She went put her medical bag onto 
the back of her saddle and mounted Ruby. 

>"Are you coming Harmony?" Re asked. <br>"No thanks," said Harmony. 
"I've already had the tour." 

>"We'll be back in a few minuets," said Serenity, then she turned to 
Re and Aurora . <br>"We ' 11 start in the village," she said. They walked 
down to the plaza witch was quiet. 

>"This is the town plaza," said Ruby . <br>" It ' s big," said Re, looking 
around. "What happens here?" 

>"It's mostly used as either a gathering place or a landing patch for 
the dragons, " Serenity explained. "Up those stairs is the Great Hall, 
that house up there is where Stoic and Hiccup live . "<br>"And they're 
the ones in charge?" Aurora asked. 

>"Yes, " said Serenity. "Stoic's the chief and Hiccup is head of the 
Dragon Flight Club . "<br>"What ' s that?" Re asked. 

>"It's where the riders train how to defend Berk from enemy tribes or 
wild dragons," said Ruby. "It's new . "<br>"Anyway, " said Serenity. 
"That large building is the food storage hut, next to it are the 
Dragon Riders' houses, and the forge." 

>"Where is everyone?" Aurora asked. <br>"Sleeping in probably," said 
Serenity. "This place will be buzzing when we finish this tour." She 
clicked the reins and Ruby took off. They all flew to the empty arena 
and landed in the center. 

>"This is the Dragon Training Academy," said Serenity. "However the 
riders train in the skis these days, they just meet up here . "<br>" Is 
this the arena Hookfang mentioned yesterday?" Aurora asked. 

>"Yes, " said Ruby. "This used to be the dragon killing ring, hence 
all the cages . "<br>" I like it," said Re. "Dose that come off?" He 
pointed to the big cage roof overhead. 

>"Yes, " said Serenity. "They take it off for competitions . "<br>" Is 
this where Hiccup and Toothless met?" Serenity asked. 

>"No, " said Serenity. "That's next." They took off and flew out of 
the arena. They left the village and flew over the trees and rocks, 
and eventually they landed in the Cove. Serenity 

dismounted. <br>"Wow, " Aurora gasped. "This place is beautiful." 

>"This is the Cove," said Serenity softly . <br>" Just the Cove?" Re 
asked . 

>"Yeah, " said Serenity. "Though I call it the Dragon Trainer's 
Cove . "<br>" It ' s very peaceful," said Re. 

>"We'll lets head back and I'll make breakfast," 


said Serenity. They 



took off and flew back to the village. They landed in the plaza, 
witch was now buzzing with people and dragons. Everyone turned and 
stared at Re and Aurora in awe.<br>"Oh, I've been expecting this," 
said Re, blushing slightly. 

>"Does it bother you?" Ruby asked. <br>"No, " said Re and Aurora in 
unison. Just then Stoic came up to them flanked by Gobber and 
Thornado . 

>"Fine morning to you Serenity," Stoic bellowed. <br>"Likewise, " said 
Serenity . 

>"And who do we have here?" Stoic asked looking at Re and 

Aurora . <br>" I ' m Re," said Re. "I'm the king of dragons, and this is 

my queen Aurora." 

>"King?" said Stoic, surprised. <br>"That ' s right," said Re. 

>"What brings you to Berk?" Gobber asked. <br>"We 've heard a lot about 
this place," said Aurora. "And we wanted to see it ourselves." 

>"Plus we hope to claim Dragon Island," said Re.<br>"Are you going to 
make the dragons attack us again?" Stoic asked. Re and Aurora 
exchanged a glance and snickered. 

>"Don't worry," said Re. "We're not the Red Death . "<br>" In that 
case," said Stoic. "If you need anything from us just ask." 

>"And if you need anything from us just ask," said Re. With that they 
followed Serenity and Ruby back up the the hospital. Harmony was 
waiting quietly for them.<br>"I think that went well," said Serenity 
as she dismounted. 

>"We should get ready for tonight," said Harmony. "Hiccup came up 
here while you were gone and said he wants us to meet them on Dragon 
Island. "<br>"Okay, " said Serenity. She started to put her camping 
gear onto Ruby. 

>"So dose Hiccup know we're here?" Re asked. <br>"Yes, I told them," 
said Harmony. 

>"This should be interesting," said Aurora. "We haven't met Hiccup 
and the riders yet. I'm looking forward to it." Serenity strapped her 
guitar to Ruby's back . <br>"Are we all set?" Ruby asked. As an answer 
to his question Serenity mounted him. 

>"Lead the way," said Aurora. Serenity clicked the reins and they 
took off, followed by Re, Aurora, and Harmony. They formed a V-shaped 
formation as they flew over the village. They headed south towards 
Dragon Island. <p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>When they got there it was buzzing with dragons of all types. 

Ruby lead the decent towards the cave that was marked on the map. As 
they got closer the wild dragons noticed them and let them pass. They 
all greeted the king and queen with deep respect. Serenity landed 
Ruby in front of the cave, the others followed suit. They walked into 
the cave and Serenity dismounted . <br> " I ' m going to set up," she said. 
"Why don't you two go explore?" 

>"Okay, " said Re. "We'll come back when we spot the riders." They 
turned around and flew out of the cave. Serenity unloaded her gear. 
Ruby and Harmony went to get fire wood while Serenity set up her 
hammock tent, sleeping bag, and chair. Then she made a fire pit by 
digging a a hole with a spade and surrounding it with rocks. Ruby and 
Harmony came back with firewood and put it into the pit. Serenity sat 
in her chair and waited for Re and Aurora to return. <p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>As the sun went down the wild dragons that weren't nocturnal 



began to turn in for the night. The island grew quieter and quieter. 
Serenity began to cook dinner when the king and queen landed in the 
cave . <br>"This island is wonderful," said Re excitedly. "I have no 
problem making it apart of Draconia. " 

>"The locals were very happy when we told them we were claiming it, " 
Aurora added. <br>"Great, " said Serenity. She removed a piece of pork 
chop from the fire and put it on a plate. 

>"Hiccup just landed, " said Re, remembering why they came 
back . <br>"Okay, " said Serenity. She put down the plate and mounted 
Ruby. They flew out of the cave together. They flew to the opposite 
side of the island where the riders waited. They landed next to them. 

>"Hello Serenity," said Hiccup . <br>"Hi, " said Serenity as she 
dismounted. "I have everything set up." 

>"Great, " said Astrid. "We should be there before the night's 
over . "<br>"We ' 11 call our dragons if there's an emergency," said 
Hiccup . 

>"I hope you don't mind if I send up a scout every once in a while, 
so I know when you're close?" Serenity said, as she remounted 
Ruby . <br>"That ' s fine," said Hiccup. 

>"I'll see you all later then," said Serenity. She and the dragons 
watched the riders walk off into the trees . <br>"This is going to be a 
long night," said Hookfang. 

>"Let's get to the cave," said Toothless. "Then we can talk." 

Serenity lead them towards the cave . <p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>When they got there Harmony had fallen asleep and the king and 
queen were exploring the cave . <br>"We ' re back," Serenity announced. 
She dismounted and unsaddled Ruby. The dragons sat around the fire. 

>"This is cozy," said Meatlug . <br>"Yeah I like this cave," said 
Serenity sitting in her chair. "Despite the fact it was made by the 
Red Death . " 

>"It'd be perfect for an entrance hall," said Re . <br>"Entrance hall?" 
said Toothless confused. 

>"Yeah, " said Aurora. "We're planning to turn this old volcano into a 
castle, and making it apart of Draconia . "<br>"Really? " said Hookfang. 
"That ' s great . " 

>"Are you able to make it a castle?" Barf asked. <br>"Yes, " said 
Aurora. "Our castle back home started out very much like this, just a 
mountain . " 

>"Cool, " said Belch . <br>"We ' 11 explore this volcano after this," said 
Re . 

>"Dose that mean we'll be seeing more of you guys?" Toothless 
asked. <br>"Sure dose," said Aurora. "And Tenor, and Alto, and Daddy 
Draco . " 

>"You still call him that?" Serenity asked . <br>" I ' ve always called 
him that," said Aurora. "Even after I was crowned princess." 

>"Anyway, " said Serenity. "I would like someone to go out and see 
where the riders are . "<br>" I ' 11 go," said Harmony. 

>"Okay, just observe them and come straight back," said Serenity. 
Harmony nodded and flew out of the cave. She flew high over the 
island, looking for any of the riders. She spotted wild dragons here 
and there. Then she spotted someone with a torch. She flew down 
closer and landed in a tree. She could see Hiccup following a teenage 
Viking with a crossbow. They seemed to be looking for something. From 
what Harmony could hear the older Viking, Dagur, was searching for 



the Night Fury, and forcing Hiccup to do help him. Harmony quickly 
flew out of the tree and headed back to the cave. She landed in the 
middle of it.<br>"That was quick," said Ruby. 

>"I saw Hiccup working with someone named Dagur, " said 
Harmony . <br>"Oh no," Serenity moaned. 

>"Why? Who is he?" Re asked. <br>"Trouble, " said Hookfang. "Last time 
he and his Berserkers came to Berk Barf and Belch were nearly 
killed." The Zippleback cowered in fear. 

>"We still have nightmares about it," said Belch . <br>"Who ' s he after 
this time?" Stormfly asked. 

>"He's hunting the Night Fury," said Harmony. They all gasped and 
turned to Toothless. He looked just as afraid as Barf and Belch 
were . "<br>"Hiccup ' s trying to stop him," said Harmony. "And keep him 
a secret at the same time." 

>"If the Berserkers find out that Berk has us they'll declare war," 
Hookfang explained. <br>"So what do we do?" Serenity asked. 

>"We have to get out of here," Toothless. "Find our riders and go 
home . "<br>"You might be killed boss," said Hookfang. "If you go look 
for Hiccup . " 

>"We'll help you," said Re to Toothless . <br>" I would appreciate 
that," said Toothless. 

>"I'll go with the others," said Serenity, as she packed up her 
gear . <br>"Okay, " said Re. "We'll see you back on Berk." 

>"Please be careful," begged Serenity . <br>"We will, I promise," said 
Toothless. He, Re, and Aurora ran outside and into the woods. They 
started to look for Hiccup. 

>"I'll go see if I can spot them from the air," said Re. He spread 
his wings and took off. He circled the area keeping an eye out. He 
soon spotted Hiccup and Dagur walking towards the shore. He used his 
dragon call to relay the information to Aurora. Then he rejoined 
them. <br>"You guys are good at this," said Toothless. 

>"We've been trained for this," Re bragged. They reached a cliff 
overlooking the coast . <br>"Go get Hiccup," said Re. "We'll cover you 
from the air . " 

>"Okay, " said Toothless. The king and queen took off and circled high 
overhead. Toothless walked along the cliff quietly. He could soon 
here the voices of Hiccup and Dagur. He followed them. He soon came 
to a turn in the cliff with a tall stack of rocks. He peaked around 
them at the two Vikings who were arguing. Suddenly Dagur spotted him 
and aimed his crossbow at him. Startled Toothless backed up, his back 
paws only found thin air.<br>"Oh no," he whispered. He turned back to 
the crossbow. He caught Hiccup's eye and flashed him a desperate look 
that said 'help me.' 

>"Okay that's it," said Hiccup sternly. "I'm not going to let you 
kill that dragon . "<br>"This again," Dagur groaned, lowering the 
crossbow. "Fine you saw it first, you can take home a wing or 
something . " 

> " N o , " said Hiccup. "I'm going to take the whole thing." He let out 
his Night Fury call. Confused Toothless ran over to Hiccup, knocking 
Dagur aside. He came to a stop at Hiccup's side. Dagur looked 
dumbfounded at the saddle on Toothless's back.<br>"Is that a...?" he 
stammered . 

>"Saddle?" Hiccup finished. "Yes that's exactly what it is." He slung 
his steel shield across his back and mounted Toothless . <br>"We do not 
kill dragons on Berk," he continued. "We ride them." He turned 
Toothless around to face Dagur. The dragon growled, flashing his 
teeth . 

>"Your dad lied to me, " said Dagur, still dumbfounded. "You lied to 
me."<br>"We wanted to keep the peace between our tribes," said 
Hiccup. "We have the dragons and we're not afraid to use them." He 



clicked the stirrup and Toothless took off. Dagur recovered from his 
shock and pulled out a bola. He threw it at the Night Fury, it 
wrapped tightly around his tail causing him to crash. Toothless 
banged into the ground and Hiccup fell off. Dagur shot more bolas at 
Toothless, they wrapped around his wings, mouth, and paws. Hiccup ran 
to his dragon and pulled out his dagger and started to cut the ropes. 
But Dagur shot arrows at him. Hiccup dogged them and hid behind a 
tree. Then Dagur shot arrows at Toothless, who rolled aside to avoid 
them. Hiccup grabbed his shield and opened it up into his own 
crossbow. He grabbed an arrow and fitted it into the crossbow. He 
fired it at Dagur, hitting his weapon and disabling it. Then Hiccup 
folded the crossbow back into a shield and threw it like discuss. It 
hit Dagur' s crossbow out of his hands. Dagur pulled out his sword, he 
blocked Hiccup from Toothless. Suddenly there came a loud screech. 
They all looked up to see Re and Aurora diving right in there 
direction. Dagur pulled out two more bolas and thew them at the two 
dragons. Re shot fire at them and they both disintegrated. Then 
Aurora picked Dagur up with her talons and flew off. Hiccup ran to 
Toothless as Re landed. 

>"Your friends are waiting for you," he said. <br>"Thanks, " said 
Hiccup. Re helped him free Toothless. Hiccup mounted his dragon and 
followed Re to where his friends were waiting with Serenity, Harmony, 
and Ruby. As they flew away from Dragon Island, Aurora joined them. 

>"Where's Dagur?" Hiccup asked. <br>"I dropped him off on his ship," 
said Aurora. 

>"How did you like Dragon Island?" Astrid asked. <br>"It ' s very nice," 
said Re. "And it's nice and big, perfect for the dragons who live 
here . " 

> "Do you think they'll be back, the berserkers?" Harmony 
asked. <br>"Yes, " said Hiccup. "My dad won't be too happy about 
this . " 

As the riders got closer to home the sun came up. They landed in the 
plaza that was filling with busy people. Hiccup told his dad the bad 
news . 

>"I don't balm you son," said Stoic. "I would have done the 
same . "<br>"You seem to be a bit of a fix," said Re. "With the 
Berserkers and the Outcasts after your land." 

>"Yeah, " said Stoic gruffly. "We will do the best we can."<br>"If 
it'll make you feel any better," said Re. "I would be more than 
willing to combine forces with you." 

>"Really?" Stoic asked. <br>"Yeah, " said Aurora. "You've already made 
peace with our kind, I see no reason why we can't work together." 

>"I accept," said Stoic. He held out a hand. Re put his nose against 
it, a dragon handshake . <br>"We ' 11 be on Dragon Island," said Aurora. 
"Send Serenity if you have problems of any sort." Re and Aurora then 
turned around and flew off, heading back to Dragon Island. 


4. Tunnel Vision 
**Tunnel Vision** 

Serenity was mounted on Ruby, perched on a hill overlooking the 
village. She was watching Stoic and the Dragon Riders chase down 
Gobber to give him a wash. He was putting up a real fight. The riders 
had to use their dragons in order to corner him in the plaza. 

>"I won't do it Stoic," he said. "And you can't make me . "<br>" It ' s 



for your own good," Stoic bellowed. "Now get in the tub." Hiccup got 
off Toothless. While the humans herded Gobber towards the tub 
Toothless snuck behind him and with one swift movement of his head, 
lifted Gobber into the tub. Stoic pinned him down. 

>"Hurry up with that water, " he bellowed. Fishlegs was at the well 
pulling up a bucket of water. When it got to the top he grabbed it 
and threw it on Gobber. However only a few drops of water came out. 
Everyone stared. <br>"You ' re going to have to do better than they," 
said Stoic annoyed. 

>"I can't," said Fishlegs. "The well's run dry." Stoic released 
Gobber and went over to the well, with Hiccup and Toothless 
following. Stoic lowered another bucket into the hole as deep as the 
rope would allow. When he brought it back up it was empty . <br>"We 
just dug that well, " said Hiccup, slightly stunned. 

>"We'll have to dig a new well," said Stoic. "Until then we'll have 
to ration water." He walked off. Serenity rode back to her 
hospital . <br>"We should check our own well," Ruby suggested. 

>"Good idea," said Serenity, as they reached the tree. "I get a 
feeling Stoic is going to be asking me for water." She dismounted and 
went over to the well that was next to the house. She picked up a 
large stone and threw it into the well. She heard a loud splash, 
telling her that the well was full of water . <br>"We still have 
water," she told Ruby. Harmony came up next to him. 

>"I can see why Stoic let you stay," said Ruby. "Not only are you 
talented, but you have all the luck in the world. "<br>" Is that a good 
thing?" Serenity asked. 

>"Yes, " said Ruby. Serenity sat in her chair. <br>"I wonder how Re and 
Aurora are doing on Dragon Island," said Harmony. 

>"They're doing well," said Serenity. "The native dragons said 
so . "<p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Over at the Academy, the riders had gathered with their 
dragons . <br>"We need to keep Berk well supplied with water until we 
can dig a new well," said Hiccup, as he paced in thought. "Tuffnut 
you and Ruff go to the mountain brooks. Snotlout, you and Astrid go 
to the Cove and get water from the lake. Fishlegs, you and I are 
going to find out what happened to the water in that well." After 
this instruction the riders mounted their dragons and flew off. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Hiccup and Fishlegs flew back to the well. When they got there 
Fishlegs tied a long rope around Meatlug's belly and handed the other 
end to Hiccup. Meatlug took off and hovered over the well and slowly 
lowered Hiccup down the well, with a lantern. Toothless kept running 
around, all antsy. Meatlug lowered Hiccup deeper and deeper down the 
well . <br>"Okay stop right there," Hiccup called up. Meatlug halted. 
Hiccup was now looking at the line where the water used to be. He 
felt the bricks under the line. 

>"It's still wet," he whispered to himself. He looked down the deep, 
dark shaft. He pulled a small stone from the wall and dropped it. 
After a few minuets he heard it hit the floor . <br>"Okay keep going," 
he called up. Meatlug continued to descend. She spotted a cart full 
of rocks. Thinking with her stomach she flew towards it, causing the 
rope to snag on a sharp rock. Hiccup swung around the shaft, he held 
on for dear life. Suddenly the rope broke and Hiccup fell down the 
well, screaming. 

>"Hiccup!" Fishlegs called down the shaft. Toothless took off and 



dove into the well after his rider. He vanished in seconds. 
Panicking, Fishlegs ran to get Stoic. <p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Down in the well Hiccup landed on his back with a loud thud. He 
got to his feet and brushed the dirt off. He was just checking to 
make sure he wasn't hurt, when Toothless crash landed beside him. 
Hiccup hurried to his side . <br>"Toothless ! Are you okay bud?" he 
asked. Toothless lifted his head licked Hiccup's face to tell him he 
was okay. 

>"Hiccup!?" Stoic shouted down the hole . <br>"We ' re okay Dad!" Hiccup 
called back, as Toothless got to his feet. 

>"Can you fly back up!?" Stoic called. <br>"No ! " Hiccup said. "It's 
too narrow . " 

>"Then I'll come down there!" said Stoic . <br>"No, don't!" said 
Hiccup. "Then all three of us will be stuck down here." 

>"Well, stay there and we'll find a way to get you back up!" said 
Stoic . <br>"Don ' t worry about it!" said Hiccup. "The water had to go 
somewhere, besides I have Toothless with me." He and his dragon 
walked around the cave they were stuck in. They came across a big 
hole in the wall that lead into a long tunnel. 

>"I found something!" Hiccup called. <br>"Well, just be careful son!" 
said Stoic. "If you need us we'll be on standby." Hiccup lead the way 
into the tunnel. They were both quiet for a while. The tunnel twisted 
and turned like a river, smaller tunnels branched off it. Soon they 
came to a dead end. 

>"These tunnels go right underneath Berk," said Hiccup. Then he heard 
a delicate crunch underfoot. He shined his lantern on a broken dragon 
egg. Toothless growled. <br>"Toothless can you light up the cave down 
that way?" Hiccup asked. Toothless shot a plasma blast towards the 
end of the tunnel. It lit up the tunnel, showing thousands of broken 
dragon eggs. There were also round tunnels going through the roof, 
towards the surface. Those tunnels looked familiar. 

>"Those are Whispering Death tunnels," said Hiccup, darkly. Toothless 
growled again, snowing his teeth . <br>"Not not my favorite dragon 
either," Hiccup continued. He looked around a little more. He came 
across a wooden crate on the floor, open, and empty. Hiccup took a 
closer look at the symbol on the crate. 

>"That's the Outcast crest," he whispered. "They must have put these 
eggs here, and I don't even want to know who made that." He shined 
his lantern on a tunnel that had just caught his eye. This tunnel was 
twice the size of the other Whispering Death tunnels. Suddenly the 
ground started to tremble violently. Then, without warning, a 
Whispering Death burst out of the ground, roaring and rotating his 
teeth. Hiccup got on Toothless and they quickly got out of there. The 
wild dragon gave chase, and was soon joined by two others. Toothless 
pumped his wings harder, he used his special sonar to make sure he 
didn't hit anything. Suddenly one minuet the wild dragons were hot on 
their tail, and the next they were gone. Hiccup slowed Toothless down 
and swung him round. <br>"That ' s wired," Hiccup said. He steered his 
dragon back the way they'd come. There was no sign of the Whispering 
Deaths. However when he looked up he saw three new tunnels heading 
upwards . 

>"They're heading towards the town!" Hiccup cried. He steered 
Toothless into one of the tunnels, heading back towards the 
surface . <p> 



><p>Back on Berk the other riders had returned from gathering water. 
They were distributing the water when the ground started to shake and 
rumble. The riders mounted their dragons, who were on edge. Then the 
three Whispering Deaths burst out of the ground and began to tear the 
village apart. The riders fought them off the best they could, with 
some help from the dragonless Vikings. Stoic mounted Thornado and 
flew to Serenity's Hospital. He found her asleep in her chair. Ruby 
and Harmony beside her . <br>"Excuse me Serenity," he said. She woke 
up . 

>"Yes? What's going on?" she asked. <br>"There ' s three Whispering 
Deaths attacking," Stoic explained. "I need you to fly to Dragon 
Island and get that Re." Serenity was on her feet in seconds. She 
woke Ruby, who was already saddled. 

>"I'll be right back," she said as she mounted. She clicked the reins 
and Ruby flew away towards Dragon Island. Stoic rejoined the 
fight . <p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Serenity and Ruby approached Dragon Island, while dodging the sea 
stacks. They landed in front of the big cave made by the Red Death 
and galloped inside. Re and Aurora were sitting, eating fish, and 
talking . <br>"Re, " Serenity said. 

>"Yes?" said Re. "Dose Berk need our help? "<br>"They ' re being 
attacked by young, immature dragons," said Ruby. Re and Aurora jumped 
to their feet. 

>"Will you join us Ruby?" Re asked. "We could use your 
brains . "<br>"We won't hurt the young ones right?" Ruby asked. 

>"No, of course not," said Aurora. "We'll just play with them a 
bit . "<br>"Okay then," said Ruby. "What about Serenity?" He looked at 
her, standing beside him with a blank look on her face. 

>"She'll be perfectly safe here," Re reassured him. "There are plenty 
of dragons on this island to keeper company." Serenity stroked his 
neck . <br>" I ' 11 be fine," she said. "As long as you come back to me 
safely . " 

>"Let's get going then," said Re. And Serenity watched as all three 
dragons flew away in formation. When they were gone she sat next to 
the fest Re and Aurora had been eating, it was made up food that was 
imported from Draconia. As she was helping her self, like she did 
back home, a Skrill entered the cave. He looked around. <br>"Excuse me 
ma'am," he said to Serenity. She looked up from her food. 

>"Can I help you?" she asked. <br>"Where ' s the king and queen?" the 
Skrill asked. 

>"They just went out," said Serenity . <br>"When are they back?" the 
Skrill asked. 

>"I don't know," said Serenity . <br>"Oh well," said the Skill. "I'm 
Flash, by the way." 

>"Nice to meet you," said Serenity. "Have you been to my 
hospital?"<br>"No, but I've heard of it," said Flash. "The dragons 
tell me it's the finest in the Archipelago. They also tell me you've 
gotten more space recently." 

>"Yeah, " said Serenity. "Stoic was very generous." Flash 

nodded. <br>"Well I better be going now," he said. He turned to go. 

>"0h hold on a minuet," said Serenity. "Why don't you stay a while. 
Ruby flew off with Re and Aurora, so I have no one to talk to." Flash 
smiled and sat beside Serenity and draped a wing around her 
shoulders . <br>"So what were you planning to do for the next few 
hours?" Flash asked. 

>"I have no idea," said Serenity with a sigh. "All my crafts and 



stuff are back at my hospital . "<br>" I heard you're acquainted with a 
real Night Fury," Flash said. "What's that about?" 

>"Nothing much," said Serenity. "Toothless is ridden by Hiccup, I 
just treat any sickness or injury he gets like I do for any 
dragon . "<br>" I see," said Flash. "What's he like?" 

>"He has a heart of gold," said Serenity. "I wonder if all the Night 
Furies are like that . "<br>"Probably not with humans," said Flash. 
Serenity nodded. She leaned back against Flash's wing. 

>"I haven't been this bored since I was six," she said. <br>"Really?" 
Flash said. "Well I could take you out for a ride." 

> " A ride where?" Serenity asked, interested. <br>"Anywhere you want," 
said Flash. "I haven't had a girl in my life since my mother and 
sister." Serenity giggled. 

>"You're very easy to talk to," she said, stroking his snout. <br>"I 
used to have a habit of talking to myself," said Flash. 

>"That's a bit sad, didn't you have any friends?" Serenity 

asked. <br>"No, my sister had all the friends," said Flash. Serenity 

smiled at him. 

>"When I was younger, " she said. "All my friends would take off for 
the fishing season and leave me in the dust, even just after I lost 
Ruby . "<br>"That ' s mean," said Flash. 

>"Yeah, I didn't have much luck with friends either as a child," said 
Serenity. "Are we going to fly or what?"<br>"Ah, yes," said Flash, 
getting up. "Hop on." Serenity got up and mounted the Skrill. 

>"You're so strong," she said. "How old are you?"<br>"I just reached 
maturity," said Flash. "I'm the youngest in my family." He spread his 
wings and flew out of the cave. 

>"This might seem like a random question," said Serenity. "But do you 
know a Skrill named Bolt or one named Striker? "<br>"Why? " Flash 
asked . 

>"Ever since you started talking I noticed that you're voice sounds 
familiar," said Serenity. "And I couldn't figure out where I've heard 
it before until now . "<br>"Bolt is my father," said Flash. "And 
Striker is my uncle." Serenity smiled and hugged him around the neck. 

>"What?" Flash asked. "You've met my dad?"<br>"Yes, " said Serenity. 
"He and you're uncle came to my hospital in its early days. They were 
really dehydrated and exhausted." 

>"0h yeah," exclaimed Flash. "I remember Dad telling me about that. 

He said he was trying to get home as fast as he could to be there for 
our hatching. Unfortunately he missed it, we had hatched when he 
arrived. "<br>"Where was he coming from?" Serenity asked. 

>"He was coming from Uncle Striker's cave," said Flash. "To see his 
kids hatch . "<br>"Poor guy," said Serenity. "It's a good thing he 
stopped by my place." 

>"I'll say," said Flash. "Thank you for helping him, by the way." He 
smiled. <br>"You ' re welcome," said Serenity. "How is he now?" 

>"He went to the Dragon Heaven," said Flash. Serenity gave him a 
sympathetic pat and a smile. Flash returned her smile . <br>"So, Dad 
said you have a very pretty singing voice, " he said. "Will you sing 
something for me?" 

>"Alright, " said Serenity. "You fly. I'll sing." Flash picked up the 
speed. They flew all over the island. Flash beet his wings in tune 
with each song Serenity sang.<p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Back on Berk the riders continued to fight of the Whispering 
Deaths . <br>Astrid pulled alongside Fishlegs to catch her breath. 



>"Where did all these Whispering Deaths come form?" she asked 
panting. "And why are they so much smaller? "<br>"They must be 
hatchlings," said Fishlegs. 

>"Well that's good right?" Astrid asked. <br>"Actually no," said 
Fishlegs. "Younger Whispering Deaths don't have full control of their 
spikes or their jaw mussels." At that moment Hiccup and Toothless 
flew out if the ground at full speed. They landed in the plaza, next 
to the forge. Hiccup dismounted. 

>"Toothless, cover me," he said as he ran inside. Toothless turned 
around, and came face to face with a Whispering Death. The wild 
dragon tackled Toothless to the ground. Toothless fought the dragon 
with all four sets of claws and his teeth. Suddenly the Whispering 
Death got blinded by a bright light. It screeched in surprise and 
flew off. The light came from Hiccup's shiny shield. He had shone the 
reflective light in the wild dragon's f ace . <br>"Let ' s shine a little 
light on the subject, " he said. Once the Whispering Death was gone 
Hiccup got back on Toothless and they joined the others. Astrid 
pulled up alongside. 

>"The Whispering Deaths drained our water," said Hiccup . <br>"Yeah, " 
said Astrid. "Kind of figured that. We need to drive them away from 
town . " 

>"That is why I have this, " said Hiccup as he swung his shield in 
front of him to shine reflected light on two Whispering Deaths below. 
The other riders joined them and they herded the three wild dragons 
out of the village. When they got to the edge of the town they pulled 
their dragons to a halt in mid-air and watched the wild dragons fly 
away . <br>"They ' re gone," Tuffnut cried triumphantly. 

>"I don't think this is over," said Hiccup, darkly . <br>"Stop being so 
negative," said Snotlout. However the ground started to rumble and 
shake. It shook so violently that the dragons could feel it in the 
air. Suddenly a huge white dragon burst out of the side of the hill. 
This dragon was massive: it looked like a Whispering Death with a 
longer snout, bigger teeth and spikes, and big, red eyes. It was five 
times the size of the riders' dragons. It growled as it flew passed. 
The riders turned their dragons around. Toothless shot a plasma ball 
at the white dragon's head. Outraged the dragons whirled around and 
let out a long, loud, high-pitched roar. The sound hit the smaller 
dragons causing them to cower in the air. 

>"It's disorienting the dragons," Astrid cried, trying to keep 
Stormly steady. Toothless shot another plasma ball at the dragon, 
hitting it in the snout and causing it to break its spell. It flew 
of f . <br>"Screening Death!" Tuffnut shouted with excitement. At that 
moment the Screaming Death was joined by the three smaller Whispering 
Deaths . 

>"Snotlout!" Hiccup called. "You and the others work on keeping the 
Whispering Deaths from attacking the village. I'll work on the 
Screaming Death." The other rides flew after the smaller dragons and 
Hiccup and Toothless flew after the Screaming Death. As they came up 
on the white dragon Hiccup spotted Re and Aurora flying towards them, 
followed by Ruby. Hiccup and Toothless flew over to them. <br>"Hello, " 
Hiccup said. "You have good timing." 

>"We flew as fast as we could," said Aurora . <br>"Where ' s Serenity?" 
Hiccup asked, noticing that Ruby was carrying an empty saddle. 

>"We left her on Dragon Island," said Re. "She'll be safer there. So 
what ' d we miss?"<br>"Berk is being attacked by that dragon," said 
Hiccup, pointing at the Screaming Death. 

>"How can we help?" Ruby asked. <br>"First I want to see how it reacts 
to the light," said Hiccup, cleverly. The white dragon suddenly 
turned around and charged at them. Hiccup shined the reflected light 



in the Screaming Death's face. The dragon roared in surprise and 
ducked out of sight. 

>"Just what I thought," smirked Hiccup. But then the Screaming Death 
came charging at them again, only even more outraged. <br>" It doesn't 
seem to mind, it seams, " said Re, as they ducked to avoid the white 
dragon 

>"It must not have that weakness," said Hiccup. "I'll go decoy it, 
you guys fly behind us and hit it with all you've got . "<br>"Right-o, " 
said Re. Hiccup and Toothless flew at the Screaming Death. The white 
dragon roared and charged at them. Hiccup clicked the stirrup and 
Toothless picked up speed, the Screaming Death hot on their tail. Re, 
Aurora, and Ruby flew after the Screaming Death. Hiccup turned around 
in the saddle and face the raging dragon. He shined the shield light 
in its face, the Screaming Death picked up it's speed. 

>"It's a actually attacked to the light," Hiccup realized out loud. 

"I guess that can be a weakness too. Toothless, to the sea stacks." 
Toothless flew in the direction of the sea stacks by the Academy. The 
Screaming Death followed. Hiccup kept shining his shield light in its 
face. Toothless weaved in and out of the sea stack with expert grace. 
The Screaming Death tried to follow but it was harder for it. Then 
Toothless flew to close to the top of a shorter sea stack. He tripped 
and fell to the ground. Hiccup was flung off the saddle. He got to 
his feet and watched as the Screaming Death barreled towards them. 
Hiccup looked around for his shield, but couldn't find it. Then, out 
of the blue, the Screaming Death was bombarded by fire blasts from 
Ruby, the king and queen. The Screaming Death forgot about Hiccup and 
Toothless and rapidly shot fire balls at the new annoyance. Ruby 
found Hiccup's shield and flew it back to him. Hiccup mounted 
Toothless and took off. Hiccup flashed the Screaming Death . <br>"Let ' s 
us its own size against it," Hiccup said to Toothless. The white 
dragon flew after the Night Fury. Hiccup steered Toothless towards a 
big, wide sea stack and hovered as close to it as possible. He 
flashed the Screaming Death with his bright light. The white dragon 
put on a burst of speed with his jaws open wide. Just when the 
Screaming Death was about to chomp them. Hiccup and Toothless flew 
out of the way as quick as a fly. The Screaming Death couldn't pull 
up in time, so it smacked into the sea stack really hard, causing it 
to shake. The white dragon fell to the base of the sea stack, 
severely winded. Rocks fell off the sea stack and onto the dragon's 
wing, causing it severe pain. It let out a loud, pained roar, and a 
few minuets later its three Whispering Death cronies came to its aid. 
The Screaming Death removed the rocks from it wing with a violent 
swing of its head. It tried to fly to go after Hiccup and Toothless, 
but his wing was too busted up and he fell back down. Its three 
cronies had to fly it away supporting it amongst the three of them. 
Toothless chomped at the bit to go after them. 

>"Whoa Toothless!" said Hiccup. "It's hurt, let it go." Toothless 
relaxed and they watched the Screaming Death fly away with its 
cronies. When it was out of sight Hiccup and Toothless headed back 
towards home, followed by Ruby and the royal dragons . <br>"Thanks for 
your help," Hiccup said to Re. 

>"You're welcome," said Re.<br>"How did you avoid that dragon's 
scream?" Hiccup asked. 

>"We circled above its head," said Aurora. "We kept moving so the 
albino would only be able to hit one of us and 
everyone . "<br>"Albino? " Hiccup asked. 

>"That's what we Draconians call any animal that's white with red 
eyes," said Ruby. "Every animal group has had at least one albino, 
even us dragons . "<br>"Why call it albino?" Hiccup asked. All three 
dragons shrugged in unison. 



><p>They landed in the plaza. Hiccup went to join his fellow riders. 
Re and Aurora flew back to Dragon Island after telling Ruby they 
would send a wild dragon back with Serenity. Ruby started to walk 
back to the apple tree, however as he walked by the well he though he 
could smell water coming inside it. He went up to the well and looked 
inside. The well was full once again. Ruby trotted off to tell some 
one. He found Stoic outside his house grooming Thornado, and Hiccup 
who was unsaddling Toothless . <br>"Pardon me sir," Ruby said, humbly. 

>"Hello Ruby," Stoic bellowed. "What brings you here?"<br>"I just saw 
that your well was full of water again," said Ruby. Stoic and Hiccup 
followed Ruby back to the well. They looked into the shaft and sure 
enough it was full. 

>"The Screaming Death's digging must have redirected the water back 
to our well," said Hiccup. At that moment Gobber walked by. Stoic, 
Hiccup, and Ruby exchanged a mischievous smirk. Ruby quietly snuck up 
on Gobber. Then without warning Ruby pounced on him, and pinned him 
down. Stoic and the riders all worked with Ruby to get Gobber into 
the now full tub. Ruby excused himself and galloped off back to the 
hospital. There he found Harmony rolled up and asleep in the tall 
Dragonnip grass. Ruby smiled and walked quietly up to her. He muzzled 
her neck lovingly. She purred and smiled in her sleep. She shuffled 
her wings. Then Ruby laid down next to her and fell asleep 
also . <p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>A few minuets later Serenity rode in on Flash. The dragon landed 
and Serenity dismounted. <br>"Thank you Flash," she said. 

>"Your welcome Serenity," said Flash . <br>"Will I see you again?" 
Serenity asked. 

>"I guarantee it," said Flash. Serenity smiled and stroked his snout 
again. She kissed him on the nose. Flash smiled bashfully. Then he 
turned and took off. Serenity sat in her chair and watched him fly 
way . <p> 


5. Race to Fireworm Island 
**Race to Fireworm Island** 

The Dragon Riders gathered on a beach for a training exercise. They 
were all on time, except Snotlout and Hookfang. The two of them had 
been flying for hours. 

>"What's with them?" Astrid asked . <br> " I ' ve heard that ever since 
Alvin and the Screaming Death attacked," said Hiccup. "He's been 
training nonstop." 

>"That can't be good for Hookfang," said Fishlegs. Just then Hookfang 
and Snotlout landed. Hookfang was all out of breath and looked 
exhausted. <br>"Let ' s get on with this exercise," said Snotlout. 

>"Snotlout, Hookfang looks pretty tired," said Hiccup. "You're 
pushing him too hard. "<br>"You say pushing," said Snotlout. "I say 
challenging. My dad says rest is for the weak." All the riders rolled 
their eyes. 

>"Are going to do this exercise or what?" Snotlout asked as he took 
of again. The others followed. They flow slow through the air so 



Hiccup could give edification . <br>"Alvin has dragons," he said. "If 
he can train them we'll have to fight dragon riding Outcasts up here. 
Astrid you act as our bad dragon." Astrid nodded. 

>"Stormfly, battle ready, " she ordered. Stormfly pulled up and flew 
over the other riders . <br>"As for the rest of you," Hiccup continued. 
"Make sure you don't get caught, if she touches you you're out. 
Dismissed." The riders split up and accelerated. Astrid gave the a 
few minuets head start. Then she steered Stormfly in the direction 
she saw Fishlegs and Meatlug go. She and Stormfly kept their eyes out 
for victims. Just beyond Serenity's Hospital Astrid spotted Fishlegs 
and Meatlug flying low over the ground carefully dodging the trees. 
Stormfly waited until they were in a clear patch before blocking them 
with a few tail spikes. Meatlug came to an abrupt halt. Stormfly 
glided down and Astrid tagged them. 

>"You're both out," she said triumphantly. She left them in the dust 
and looked for her next victim. She landed Stormfly to give her wings 
a rest. They walked through the trees and soon came across the twins, 
mounted on their Zippleback, trying in vain to hide behind a tall 
tree. Strormfly walked up to them and tagged them.<p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Then Astrid flew Stormfly out of the woods, knowing her next two 
victims would be flying high over the sea stacks. <p> 

She spotted Hiccup and Toothless directly ahead. She and Stormfly 
flew closer behind them. Hiccup and Toothless hardly broke their 
stride . 

"You night as well give up now, " Astrid called. 

>"Wow, you sound just like Alvin," Hiccup called over his shoulder. 
Then Astrid saw him whisper something to Toothless, but couldn't hear 
what. Toothless sped up, head in right for a cave through a large sea 
stack . <br>"Oh, Hiccup," Astrid chuckled to herself. "You're so 
predictable." She steered Stormfly after the Night Fury, into the 
cave. Toothless used his sonar to navigate through the dark. Stormfly 
lit up the cave with sparks. The Night Fury went even faster with a 
strong thrust of his wings. He soon vanished into the darkness. 

Astrid steered Stormfly carefully through the cave, and soon they 
came to the end of it. Hiccup and Toothless seemed to have flown into 
another dimension. But all they did was land on the floor of the 
cave. Toothless hid Hiccup behind his black wings. They stayed as 
quiet as they could and the darkness of the cave did the rest. 

Outside Astrid was outraged that Hiccup had outsmarted her and 

Stormfly. She was about to go back into the cave when she spotted 
Snotlout and Hookfang just below her. Astrid steered Stormfly after 
them, she could get to Hiccup later. Stormfly flew right behind 
Hookfang, who seemed to be having trouble staying airborne. 

>"Okay Hookfang," said Snotlout loudly. "Let's show them who's the 
true king of the sky, flame up." Hookfang tried, and failed to flame 
up, but all that happened was a few seconds of fire. Suddenly flaming 
up was as difficult as lighting a match in a wind gust. The other 
riders joined them. Hiccup and Toothless finally flew out of the 
cave. They flew in a circle around Hookfang. The Nightmare struggled 

as hard as he could to stay in the air. The riders landed back at the 

beach. When Hookfang landed, he hit the ground, breathing hard. 
Snotlout dismounted. <br>"Why are you so stubborn?" Snotlout snapped. 


>"Snotlout, he's not being stubborn," said Hiccup. "There's something 
wrong with him, we should have Serenity look him over." Snotlout 



agreed . <p> 


* * 


* 


><p>They all went up through the town to the Dragon Hospital. They 
found Serenity stitching the wound of another Monstrous Nightmare, a 
green one. She seemed to be almost done . <br>"Excuse me Serenity," 
Hiccup said. "Can you look at Hookfang? Something's wrong with him." 
Serenity looked up from her work. 

>"Sure, let me finish this, " Serenity said. She sewed the last 
stitch. She snipped the threads and put the needle away. She reached 
into her bag and pulled out a rag, a bottle of a translucent liquid, 
and a long strip of gauze. She put some of the fluid onto the rag and 
dabbed at the stitches. Then she wrapped it in the gauze. The dragon 
flew away after thanking Serenity . <br>"Okay, " she said. "Bring him 
over." Snotlout lead Hookfang in the wild dragon's spot. By now 
Hookfang' s scales had changed color from red to grey. Serenity looked 
concerned. She pulled out her stethoscope and listened to the 
dragon's heartbeat. 

>"Wow, his heart is racing," she said. "And I don't like this 
breathing . "<br>"He can't generate flames," said Snotlout. Serenity 
felt Hookfang' s skin. 

>"He's very dry," she said. <br>"What ' s the cure?" Snotlout asked. 
Serenity was about to answer, but Fishlegs spoke first. 

>"That's the thing with Stoker Class dragons," he said. "Once they 
loose their fire, they become completely defenseless . "<br>"So what do 
we do?" Snotlout asked. 

>"I once met a Monstrous Nightmare that had this same problem," said 
Serenity. "She said she got her flame back by being in contact with 
Fireworm dragons . "<br>"How did they cure her?" Astrid asked. 

>"I don't know she wasn't very specific," said Serenity. "But she did 
say something a Fireworm Queen . "<br>"Where is the Fireworm Queen?" 
Snotlout asked, anxiously. 

>"I don't know the Nightmare was half asleep when she was cured," 
said Serenity. "She was carried to the Queen by her friend and 
mate . "<br>"Well we have Fireworms on Berk," said Hiccup. "Astrid, the 
Twins, and I will go find some. Fishlegs find out everything you can 
on Fireworms, Snotlout you and Serenity take care of Hookfang." With 
that the four riders flew off on their dragons, Fishlegs flew home to 
start his work, Snotlout turned to Serenity. 

>"So what can I do?" he asked. <br>"I ' 11 be right back," Serenity 
said. She went into the house and came out with an empty bucket, she 
handed it to Snotlout. 

>"You can fill this up with water, " she said. Snotlout took the 
bucket and went to the well. Serenity found a sponge. When Snotlout 
came back with the now filled bucket Serenity took it and put it next 
to Hookfang . <br>"What ' s the water going to do?" Snotlout asked. 

>"He's desiccated," said Serenity. "This will help." She soaked the 
sponge in the water and wrung it out over Hookfang' s snout, the water 
ran into his mouth. Hookfang licked his lips to get as much of the 
water as he could. <p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Serenity and Snotlout continued this until the others came back. 
Hiccup, Astrid and the Twins landed next to the apple tree, each with 
a box full Fireworms, and Fishlegs returned with his notes . <br>"How 
Hookfang?" Hiccup asked. 

> "At least he's hydrated," 


Serenity said.<br>"Do you have a pincher 



tool?" Hiccup asked. 

>"Yeah, I'll go get it," Serenity put down her sponge and went back 
into the house. She came back out with a few steel pincher tools. She 
gave them to the riders and sat down in her chair. The riders opened 
the boxes and used the pincher tools to pick up the Fireworms and 
placed them in a ring around Hookfang. When they were done, that sat 
back and watched. After a few minuets however, the Fireworms didn't 
seem to have an effect . <br>"Maybe we should try putting them on 
Hookfang," Hiccup suggested. "So he can absorb their hear directly." 
The riders picked up the Fireworms again and placed them carefully on 
Hookfang, and stood back again. This time the Fireworms seemed to be 
working, but the success was short lived. Snotlout began to panic. 

>"We need more Fireworms," he cried. <br>"Snotlout we rounded up every 
Fireworm on Berk," said Hiccup. Just then the Twins caught his eye. 
They each had a Fireworm in a pincher tool, and shoving them in each 
other's face. Hiccup noticed that every time the two little dragons 
came close to each other, they blazed brighter. This gave Hiccup an 
idea. He went into the house and found an empty lantern and a fire 
poker. He brought them outside. 

>"The Twins just gave me an idea, " he announced. He used a pincher 
tool to pick up two Fireworms and placed them inside the lantern, 
then put the lantern on the end of the fire poker . <br>"They just 
discovered that when Fireworms get close to each other, " he 
explained. "They glow brighter." He held the lantern close to the 
other Fireworms, and sure enough the little dragons burned brighter. 
The riders were impressed. 

>"But I thought there were no more Fireworms on the island, " said 
Astrid. <br>"There isn't on this island," said Fishlegs, flipping 
through his notes. "But there's a whole bunch on Fireworm Island." He 
held up a drawing of the island. 

>"Then let's go," said Hiccup. "Will you come with us 
Serenity?"<br>"Alright, " Serenity answered. She got up and went 
behind the tree, where Ruby and Harmony were snuggling. She woke Ruby 
and lead him by the reins to where the others waited. There she put 
her medical back on her saddle. Snotlout was trying to get Hookfang 
on his feet. The dragon gave it a try and got up. Satisfied the 
riders mounted their dragons. Serenity mounted Ruby and took off. 
Hiccup held the lantern out on the fire poker, letting it lead the 
way . 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Night fell as the dragons flew over the ocean. Hiccup swung the 
lantern back and forth, seeing witch direction it glowed brightest. 

He was having little success . <br>"Are you getting anything?" Astrid 
asked . 

> "No not yet," said Hiccup. The riders kept their eye on Hookfang. He 
was having trouble . <br>"Hookf ang is loosing too much strength," 
Fishlegs said to Hiccup. 

>"I know," said Hiccup. "We don't have much time . "<br>"We should turn 
back," said Fishlegs. 

>"No, " Snotlout protested. "We have to keep going." Hookfang began to 
drift downward. <br>"He ' s right Snotlout," said Hiccup. "Hookfang is 
loosing too much altitude." The other riders positioned themselves 
around Hookfang, then they turned around. Suddenly the lantern blazed 
brighter. The dragons cleared the clouds, and there was the island. 
Like most islands Fireworm Island a spread of land in the shadow of a 
dormant volcano. 

>"There it is!" Hiccup cried. He held the lantern up nice and high. 



It grew brighter and brighter the closer they got. As they began to 
descend they spotted a cliff in front of a large cave. When Hiccup 
pointed the lantern at the cave the light became overwhelming. The 
riders landed their dragons in front of the cave. When Hookfang 
landed he laid down again. All the riders dismounted, except for 
Serenity and Hiccup . <br>"Snotlout you stay with your dragon," said 
Hiccup. "Astrid and I will bring the Fireworms back." 

>"No, " said Snotlout. "I did this to Hookfang, I'm going to save 
him. "<br>"We ' 11 stay with Hookfang," said Astrid. "You go." Hiccup 
nodded. Snotlout climbed onto Toothless behind Hiccup who opened the 
lantern and released the two Fireworms. They scuttled into the cave. 
Hiccup put the lantern down and clicked the stirrup. Toothless ran 
into the cave. He ran fast through the cave, using his sonar. A few 
minuets later they spotted an orange light ahead. Toothless ran 
towards it, and came out into a glowing hive filled with Fireworms. 
They were licking some sort of gel that was stuck to firecomes, like 
a fiery beehive. 

>"That gel must be what gives Fireworms their heat," said Hiccup. 
Snotlout hopped off Toothless and ran too the nearest firecome. He 
pulled a chunk off it . <br>"Snotlout don't!" Hiccup warned too late. 

>"This is going to save Hookfang, " Snotlout argued. He ran back to 
Toothless with his prize, suddenly they heard, and felt, loud 
footsteps coming in their direction. They turned to see a Fireworm 
dragon the size of a house, and glowing like the sun. When she saw 
the intruders she growled and flicked her forked tongue like a 
snake . <br>"That would be the mother," said Hiccup with a sigh. "The 
Fireworm Queen." The Queen glared at Snotlout and the chunk of 
firecome he held. 

>"I'm think you should probably put that back," Hiccup suggested with 
a rough whisper . <br>"No, " said Snotlout. "This is the only way to 
save Hookfang." With that he ran for it. The Queen ran after him. 
Hiccup clicked the stirrup and Toothless took off, following the 
roaring queen. Toothless flew over the Queen's head and scooped up 
Snotlout. Toothless didn't bother with his sonar, for the Queen lit 
up the whole cave. Then one minuet she was right behind them and the 
next gone. But no one looked back. Eventually they found the exit, 
and there was the Queen waiting for them. 

>"She took a shortcut," said Hiccup. From outside Stormfly shot fire 
at the Queen to ward her off, leaving the way clear for Toothless. He 
flew out and pulled up alongside the Nadder . <br>"You get to 
Hookfang," Astrid said to Hiccup. "We'll handle the Queen." Hiccup 
steered Toothless back to where they left Hookfang. When Toothless 
landed Snotlout hopped off and ran to his dragon. 

>"Hookfang, you need to eat this, " Snotlout said as he tossed the 
chunk of firecome to Hookfang. The dragon sniffed it. Suddenly the 
Queen, bored with Stormfly, landed behind Snotlout. She roared and 
flicked her tongue. Snotlout turned to face her, he stood his 
ground. <br>" If you want to get to my dragon," he said firmly. "You're 
going to have to go through me." The Queen hissed. Then Hookfang 
grabbed the chunk of firecome in his jaws and tossed it aside. 

>"Hookfang what are you doing!?" Snotlout all but screamed. "You need 
to eat that . "<br>"Snotlout he's protecting you," Hiccup explained. 
"He's doing for you what you were willing to do for him." The Queen 
picked up the chunk of firecome and looked at it. Then she turned her 
attention to Hookfang. 

>"What is it you want?" she asked, rather annoyed . <br> " I ' ve come for 
your help," said Hookfang weakly. The Queen looked at Serenity. 



>"What's he talking about?" she asked. <br>"His flame is out," 

Serenity explained. "He needs you to reignite it. I know for a fact 
this isn't the first time you've seen a case like this." 

>"Yes, " said the Queen. "Alright I'll help him. But maybe you should 
take some vials of my venom home with you, so you can add it to your 
medical bag . "<br>"Good idea," said Serenity. "And I'll come back when 
I run out." The Queen nodded, and turned back to Hookfang. 

>"This will hurt a bit, " she warned. She used her tail to pick up 
Hookfang by the neck. Hookfang prepared himself. The Queen turned one 
last time to Serenity . <br>"Will this bother you?" she asked. 

>"No, " said Serenity. "I've injected many dragons with a syringe 
needle. I'll be fine." The Queen turned back to Hookfang. She poked 
her tongue through her teeth, and jabbed it hard into Hookfang 's 
nostril. Hookfang shuddered and went limp. The Queen put him back 
down and backed away to stand by Serenity. Hookfang didn't 
move . <br>"Did it work?" Serenity asked quietly. 

>"Yes, " the Queen whispered back. "It just takes a few minuets." 
Snotlout ran to his dragon's side and hugged him, it looked like he 
was crying. The other riders and dragons watched quietly. Snotlout 
placed a shaking hand on Hookfang' s snout, and he paused. <br>"That ' s 
weird," Snotlout said. "He's really hot." They all watched as a 
ripple went through Hookfang, it turned his scales from grey back to 
red. He opened his eyes, lifted himself off the ground, and burst 
into flames. He let out happy roar. 

>"Hookfang! You're okay!" Snotlout cried happily. Hookfang lowered 
himself onto the tip of his wings and muzzled Snotlout . <br>"The 
Queen's venom must have resparked his flame," said Hiccup. "She saved 
him." They all looked at the Queen. She smiled at Hookfang. 

>"Another satisfied customer?" she asked. <br>"Oh yes ma'am," said 
Hookfang. "Thank you, and sorry for the inconvenience." The Queen 
nodded, then turned to Serenity. 

>"I think my work is done," she said. "Let's go get you some of that 
remedy . "<br>"After you," said Serenity. The Queen went back into her 
cave, and Serenity followed on Ruby. The other riders mounted their 
dragons and flew home. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>The next morning back at Berk the riders gathered for another 
round at dragon Hide-n ' -Seek . As usual Snotlout and Hookfang were 
late . <br>"Why are we always waiting for him?" Astrid asked, annoyed. 
Just then Snotlout and Hookfang landed. 

>"Good we're all here," said Hiccup. "Snotlout you're the evil dragon 
this time . "<br>"Actually I thought we'd sit this one out," said 
Snotlout. "I just want to make sure he's well rested, until he's back 
to his old self." At this Hookfang smirked and tossed Snotlout into 
the air. He took off and caught his rider in midair. Snotlout was 
screaming in protest. 

>"Okay back to his old self," Hiccup chuckled. "Let's go." He and the 
riders took off in unison and went off to start the exercise. <p> 


6. Fright of Passage 
**Fright of Passage** 

Berk was approaching a night it only saw every ten years, when they 
lit up with green aurora lights known as Arvendol ' s Fire, and the 



village was attacked by a wild dragon known as the Flightmare. The 
Flightmare was a dragon that looked like a cross between a Skrill and 
a Thunderdrum with the teeth of an anglerfish. It's greatest known 
feature was that it glowed like a living algae bloom. Last time it 
attacked Berk Astrid's uncle Fin Hofferson went up against the 
Flightmare, rumors said that Fin Hofferson was so frightened by the 
Flightmare that he forgot to hit with his ax when he had the chance. 
This had disgraced Astrid's whole family. So she waited until she was 
old enough to avenge her uncle. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>So on the day the Flightmare was to arrive Astrid woke up early 
and flew to the Academy before the others and practiced hitting 
targets with her ax. She did this for hours until the other riders 
arrived with their dragons. Hiccup and Toothless arrived last. Hiccup 
watched Astrid slamming her ax into bulls eyes on the ends of 
barrels. She was looked as dangerous as the dragons themselves. 
Finally Hiccup spoke up.<br>"I think you got them," he said. "All of 
them." Astrid just scowled. Hiccup walked over to Fishlegs who was 
holding the Book of Dragons. 

>"She's really worked about the Flightmare," Hiccup said. <br>"The 
book says that the Flightmare is so tariffing it freezes its 
victims," said Fishlegs. 

>"Yeah, " Snotlout laughed. "Just ask Frozen Fin Hofferson." Astrid 
heard him and threw her ax into the wall inches from Snotlout nose. 
Hiccup tried to be optimistic . <br>"You know just because Arvendol ' s 
Fire is coming doesn't mean the Flightmare is," he said calmly. 

>"0f course it dose," said Fishlegs . <br>"The Flightmare comes and the 
Hoffersons freeze," Snotlout laughed." Astrid had had enough. She 
mounted Stormfly and flew out of the arena. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>She flew back to the village and landed in the plaza. She was at 
loss at what to do, so she decided to talk to Serenity. She had a 
real talent for making one feel good physically and mentally. Astrid 
rode up to the hospital. There she found Serenity saddling Harmony 
with a fancy, white, leather saddle. Astrid dismounted. <br>"Excuse me 
Serenity," she said. Serenity looked up from checking her stirrups. 

>"Astrid! What brings you here?" she asked. <br>"I assume you know 
what's coming tonight," Astrid said. 

>"The Flightmare?" Serenity said, tightening the girth. "Yes I know 

it's coming. I also now about the impact he's had on your 

family . "<br>"And Snotlout thinks it's funny," said Astrid angrily. 

"In fact a lot of people think that. So I thought I'd come up here 
where no one would laugh at me." 

>"Ah good for you," Serenity praised. "I once met a dragon that ate 
the person that insulted him." She slipped a white leather bridle 
around Harmony's head. <br>"Where are you going?" Astrid asked. 

>"I'm going to go see the light," said Serenity. "Like I do every 
night . "<br>"Even with the Flightmare out there?" Astrid asked. 

>"Yes, " said Serenity. "I have a few tricks up my sleeve when it 
comes to wild dragons . "<br>" It froze my uncle," Astrid pointed out. 

>"Well I'm not scared of the Flightmare," said Serenity. "Are you?" 



Astrid thought about that. Just because her uncle had been scared of 
the Flightmare didn't mean she was. Perhaps she could fight the 
dragon for her uncle, and to save the village . <br>"So why do you 
think the Flightmare attacks every ten years?" Astrid asked. 

>"I don't know," said Serenity absentmindedly . "Migration?" Astrid 
nodded in agreement . <br>"Well I'm going to go get ready for tonight," 
she said. "Thanks for talking." 

>"Sure, " said Serenity. She put her medical bag on her saddle. Astrid 
mounted Stormfly and flew off. No sooner had they left then a glossy 
black and purple Skrill landed next to the apple tree. Serenity 
smiled when she saw him. <br>"Hello again Flash," she said. 

>"Hey Serenity," said Flash. "I was wondering I could take you out 
tonight?"<br>"Oh, I'm going out on Harmony," said Serenity sadly. 

"She want me to." 

>"I'll tell you what Flash," Harmony interrupted. "Ruby wants her to 
ride me for the first half of the night, then he will take me out for 
the second half and you can have Serenity all to yourself. How's 
that?"<br>"That ' 11 work," said Flash. 

>"Yeah I'm fine with that," Serenity agreed. Flash smiled and muzzled 
her neck. She giggled and stroked his snout. Just then Ruby returned 
from fishing . <br>"Hello everyone," he said. He belched and spat out 
smoke and a few embers . 

>"Hi Ruby, " Harmony giggled. She muzzled his neck and he muzzled 
hers.<br>"I feel like a six year old again," said Serenity. She sat 
in her chair. Flash sat next to her. 

>"I used to feel the same way when I was younger," he said. "My mom 
and dad always muzzled in front of us, I usually closed my eyes and 
thought about something else."<br>"I don't see it as a bad thing 
though," said Serenity. Flash nodded in agreement. Finally Ruby 
turned to Serenity. 

>"Who's this?" he asked looking at the Skrill . <br>"This is Flash," 
said Serenity. "I met him on Dragon Island when you were all fighting 
the Screaming Death. And he's going to keep me company later 
tonight . " 

>"Nice to meet you Flash," said Ruby . <br>"Likewise, " said Flash. 

>"Perhaps we can talk while Serenity and Harmony are out flying, " 

Ruby suggested. <br>"Great, I'll need something to pass the time," 
said Flash. 

>"We should get going then," said Harmony to Serenity. Serenity got 
up and mounted Harmony . <br>"See you guys later," said Harmony. With 
that she spread her feathery wings and flew away. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>The sun began to set over the ocean. Hiccup walked into the plaza 
with Toothless at his heels. They found Astrid saddling Stormfly. She 
had decided to go out and face the Flightmare by herself. Hiccup of 
course was coming to talk her out of it.<br>"I don't want to hear it 
Hiccup," said Astrid, without looking at him. "I'm going to avenge my 
uncle and you can't stop me." 

>"Who said anything about stopping you?" Hiccup said. Astrid said 
nothing and lead Stormfly to an open area in the plaza to take 
off.<br>"Ok I have to stop you," said Hiccup. He ran up next to her. 
"Look, no one likes a new, wild dragon more than I do. But I need you 
here. When that Flightmare attacks it's going to take all of us to 
keep it from destroying the village." 

> "Not if it never gets here," said Astrid. Hiccup said nothing. Just 
then Fishlegs joined them. <br>"Hiccup I found out more about the 
Flightmare 's path," he said loudly. 



> "Not now Fishlegs, " said Hiccup, slightly annoyed. <br>"But I've 
charted the Flightmare's path on this map," said Fishlegs holding up 
a scroll. "It follows the river through the Northern Swamp right to 
the village same route every time." 

>"Astrid doesn't want to talk about the Flightmare, " said 
Hiccup . <br>"Yeah I do," said Astrid. Hiccup looked surprised. 

>"Anyway, " Fishlegs continued. "If you want to get close to the 
Flightmare you have to be stealthy, practically 

imperceptible . "<br>"Like a Night Fury?" Astrid asked, looking at 
Toothless out of the corner of her eye. 

>"Exactly like a Night Fury," said Fishlegs. Astrid considered flying 
Toothless herself, but she didn't really know how to operate the 
tail. So she hopped onto the dragon's back and waited for 
Hiccup . <br>"When do we leave?" she asked. Hiccup stood there 
flabbergasted. Toothless looked quite enthusiastic. So Hiccup 
unenthusiastically mounted his dragon in front of Astrid. He slipped 
his metal leg into the stirrup, opened the tail and they were off. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>The sun soon set and the night sky lit up with Arvendol ' s Fire, 
turning everything green. Toothless flew north towards the Northern 
Swamp. All three of them couldn't help but be enthralled by the green 
aurora. The light waved like a banner, though there was no wind. 
Eventually the came up on the Northern Swamp. There they were nearly 
blinded by a new light . <br>"We must be getting close," said Hiccup. 
"Remember we're observing only." Astrid gave a lying nod. Hiccup 
clicked the stirrup and Toothless accelerated. Suddenly the 
Flightmare flew at them from behind a mountain. The dragon 
scintillated with a blue white light. It roared in outrage. Then it 
flew right at them with its mouth open wide. Suddenly it blazed even 
brighter right in Toothless's face. Toothless was nearly blinded, 
which made it harder for him fly straight. Hiccup turned him around 
to head back to town. 

>"It certainly lives up to the hype," he said. Then Astrid suddenly 
jumped off the saddle and landed on the ground. <br>"What are you 
doing?" Hiccup called. 

>"Defending Berk," Astrid called back. "And my family honor." She 
turned and faced the Flightmare with her ax in hand. <br>"Here I am 
ungodly beast," she shouted at the dragon. "Fearless Astrid 
Hofferson, come and get me if you dare!" The Flightmare almost 
laughed, she was repeating similar words she'd heard her uncle say. 
The dragon dived at her and spat out a strange mist. When it hit 
Astrid it paralyzed her, she looked like a statue with her ax held 
over her head. When the dragon flew off Hiccup landed Toothless next 
to Astrid. Hiccup dismounted, grabbed Astrid, and put her back on his 
saddle. He remounted and Toothless took off. They flew to the top of 
a cliff and landed. Hiccup turned around in the saddle. 

>"Astrid are you okay?" he asked, shaking her by the shoulder. Astrid 
began to come round. <br>"What happened?" she asked. 

>"The Flightmare sprayed you with some kind of mist," said Hiccup. 

"It immobilized you."<br>"It froze me," said Astrid. 

> "At least the effects are ephemeral," said Hiccup . <br>" I knew my 
uncle wasn't scared of that dragon," Astrid exclaimed. "He was 
immobilized it." Hiccup clicked the stirrup and Toothless took off. 

>"So let me guess we're heading back to town," said Astrid. <br>"No, " 
said Hiccup. "We're the only thing standing between that dragon and 
Berk." Toothless flew in the direction the Flightmare went. As they 



flew onward they came across the river that ran through the island. 
However the river looked very different. 

>"It's glowing algae," said Hiccup as Toothless descended. The algae 
made the river glow with the same blue white light as the Flightmare. 
Toothless landed and they dismounted. Hiccup and Astrid scrutinized 
the algae . <br>"The light must some sort of repercussion to Arvendol ' s 
Fire," said Hiccup. He looked up at the vibrant, green aurora. 

>"This must be what the Flightmare is following, " Hiccup 
continued. <br>"That ' s ridiculous," said Astrid. At that moment the 
Flightmare landed really close by. Hiccup and Astrid hid behind a 
rock to watch the dragon. It was happily lapping up the algae. 

>"I get it," Astrid muttered. "It thinks we want its food." The 
Flightmare finished with the algae, and blazed brighter. It took off, 
keeping an eye out for those vexatious invaders . <br>"We need to get 
Toothless and get back up into the sky so we can hide," said Hiccup. 

>"Yeah, I don't think that's going to happen," said Astrid, she 
pointed to Toothless who was also lapping up the algae. A second 
later his color turned from black to florid blue. Hiccup rolled his 
eyes. The Flightmare spotted them and charged. Hiccup and Astrid 
mounted Toothless and took off. However the Flightmare flashed 
Toothless again. The Night Fury was so stunned he crashed back down 
onto the ground and his passengers fell off the saddle. The 
Flightmare charged again. It sprayed its mist at Toothless who rolled 
to evade it. Then the Flightmare dove at Hiccup and Astrid. Astrid 
fought it off with her ax. The Flightmare flew off but didn't go far. 
Hiccup and Astrid took this moment to get back on Toothless and back 
into the sky. The Flightmare stalked them into the clouds. Under 
normal circumstances the Night Fury would be imperceptible in the 
drag clouds, nevertheless Toothless was still glowing and the 
Flightmare found them easily. Hiccup steered Toothless out of the 
clouds and looked for a place to hide. He spotted a cave and flew 
Toothless into it. They stopped to catch their breath. The Flightmare 
flew in circles waiting for them to come out. As they waited the glow 
wore off and Toothless was black once again . <br>"Good thing the glow 
wears off," said Hiccup. Toothless flew out again. 

>"What do we do now?" Astrid asked. Hiccup turned around to 
rejoinder, when he saw someone following them. <br>"Fishlegs, " Hiccup 
cried, relieved. 

>"What?" Astrid said, confused. "How's he going to help? "<br>"By 
bringing you reinforcements, " Fishlegs answered as he and Meatlug 
pulled up next to Toothless. And he wasn't alone, Stromfly had joined 
them as well, as well as Serenity and Harmony. Astrid hopped from 
Toothless to her own dragon. 

>"Good to see you girl," she told Stromfly . <br>"Fishlegs the Academy 
is supposed to be on lockdown," said Hiccup. 

>"I know," said Fishlegs. "But I think I found a way to divert the 
flow of glowing algae." He pointed to where the river ran very close 
to a sea cliff . <br>"We dig a new channel," said Hiccup. He turned to 
Serenity. "Do you think you can keep the Flightmare at bay?" 

>"Sure, " said Serenity. She steered Harmony towards the 
Flightmare . <br>"Toothless, Stormfly, Meatlug time to do some 
emergency landscaping," said Hiccup. The three riders flew down 
towards the river. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Serenity soon spotted the Flightmare heading for the sea cliff. 



Serenity and Harmony followed him. Serenity looked down at the 
glowing river. <br>"I have an idea," she told Harmony. "Drink the 
water." She steered her dragon towards the glowing algae. Harmony 
drank down huge gulps of water and algae, without question. When she 
swallowed it all she gagged a bit. They flew off to catch up with the 
Flightmare. The wild dragon soon caught sight of the three riders. He 
charged at them. The riders paused in there work to defend 
themselves. Suddenly Serenity and Harmony flew in between the 
Flightmare and riders. Harmony was shinning like a star, so brightly 
she overpowered the Flightmare. Harmony batted her eyes at him and 
gave him a wink. The Flightmare was quite diverted. Serenity steered 
her radiant, white dragon away from the riders. The Flightmare 
followed them. Serenity steered Harmony towards a cliff and landed on 
top of it. The Flightmare landed next to them. 

>"You're Serenity right?" he asked. <br>"Yup, " said Serenity. "And 
this is Harmony. What's your name?" 

>"Polaris, " said the Flightmare . <br>"Oh you're named after the North 
Star, " said Harmony impressed. 

>"Yes ma'am," said Polaris. "You know the glowing algae looks good on 
you Harmony . "<br>"Thank you," said Harmony. 

>"What brings the two of you out here?" Polaris asked. <br>"The 
aurora," said Serenity pointing at the lights. 

>"Oh, I was afraid you were with the invaders," said Polaris. "Did 
you know that girl tried to kill me? "<br>"She ' s trying to avenge her 
uncle," said Serenity. "Fin Hofferson I think is name was." 

>"I remember him," said Polaris. "He was both funny and aggravating, 
and that girl is the very same . "<br>"Agreed, " said Serenity. 

>"So why are those humans bothering me?" Polaris asked. <br>"They want 
you to stop attacking their village," said Serenity. "So they're 
trying something to make every one happy." Polaris nodded. 

>"That small human on the black dragon, he's interesting," he said. 
"It's like he didn't want to attack me."<br>"He doesn't like harming 
dragons," Serenity said. "He's the first human to train and ride a 
dragon . " 

>"0h, I've heard of him," said Polaris. "He and his dragon freed 
Dragon Island from the Red Death, he sort of a legend among the 
dragons . "<br>"He ' s also well known in Draconia, " said Serenity. "And 
just for riding a Night Fury, the rarest dragon in history." 

>"That's a Night Fury?" asked Polaris. "I had no idea." Serenity 
nodded. <br>"Hey look they're finished," said Harmony. She pointed to 
the tree riders who were flying away from the sea cliff. 

>"We have to go now," Serenity said to Polaris . <br>" I do to," said 
Polaris. "See you females around I hope." 

>"Absolutely, " said Serenity. "Are there more Flightmares?"<br>"Yeah 
there's a few of us," said Polaris. "Well see you later." With that 
he spread his wings and took off. Serenity clicked the reins and flew 
after the riders. She caught up with them in a matter of seconds. 

>"Thank you Serenity," said Hiccup. Serenity lightly touched the brim 
of her hat . <br>"How ' d you get the Flightmare to stay away apart from 
eating the algae?" Fishlegs asked. "Just out of curiosity." 

>"0h, " said Serenity with a fake sigh. "A girl has her ways." She 
winked and clicked the reins. Harmony accelerated and head for home, 
the other riders right behind them.<p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Serenity and Harmony landed at the hospital where Ruby and Flash 
were talking. They looked up and both were enthralled by Harmony who 



was still shining brilliantly . <br>"Hello boys," said Harmony as she 
folded her wings. Serenity dismounted and started to unsaddle 
Harmony . 

>"What happened to you?" Ruby asked. <br>"Take me out into the world 
and I will show you," said Harmony with a giggle. Serenity finished 
taking her saddle off, she put it away and went to stand by Flash. 
Ruby joined Harmony. 

>"Let's go then," he said. Harmony smiled and spread her wings. She 
flew off, and Ruby followed. They were soon out of sight. Serenity 
turned to Flash . <br>"Perhaps you can show me what you can do with 
lightning, " she said. 

>"I'm out of lightning at the moment," said Flash. "But I can show 
you flying tricks . "<br>"Okay, " said Serenity. She took a rope from 
her saddle rack and tied it around Flash's neck for reins. She 
climbed onto his back. 

>"You know if you plan to do this more often," she said. "I can make 
another saddle for you." Flash considered. <br>"Well maybe," he said. 
"Let's see what the future brings." Serenity nodded. Flash spread his 
wings and took off. They flew quietly through the sky to enjoy 
Arvendol ' s Fire. 


7 . Worst in Show 
**Worst in Show** 


Serenity wasn't sure what got into the most 
the passed three days they had turned up ay 
her to come watch them train. Then when she 
about who was the best at training dragons, 
care about competition, and nor did Hiccup, 
failing to break up the arguments. Serenity 
either fly back to her hospital, or fly to 
spent a lot of her time recently. 


of the riders lately. For 
her hospital and asked 
did come they would argue 
Frankly Serenity didn't 
He kept trying and 
would get bored and 
Dragon Island where she 


* * 
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><p>Third day this happened the riders were practicing search and 
rescue, none too successfully. The only reason Serenity showed up was 
because she had nothing else to do. Ruby and Harmony were out fishing 
and her Skrill friend. Flash, was elsewhere. She was mounted on Re 
the king. He and the queen Aurora didn't have anything to do either. 
Serenity and Re landed on a sea stack next to the sea stack where the 
riders had assembled. Snotlout and Hookfang were the first to try a 
rescue strategy. He had a dummy in a boat. Hookfang swooped down and 
Snotlout picked it up. They landed back on the sea stack . <br>"Why do 
you keep coming to watch them again?" Re asked. 

>"I don't know," said Serenity with a sigh. "This was funny at first, 
but now it's getting old. I came the first time because Hiccup wanted 
me to see their progress. Then when I showed up the riders began 
arguing about who was the most impressive rider and who had the most 
skills . "<br>"Why do they want to impress you?" Re asked. 

>"I don't know," said Serenity. "Maybe because I've ridden dragons 
all my life and I'm something of a professional. Or perhaps because 
they're envious of my being able to talk with wild dragons, I really 
don't know." She watched Astrid climb up the side of the sea stack 
using the tail spikes Stormfly shot out to form something of a 
ladder. Astrid reached the top of the sea stack, looking overly proud 
of herself. Serenity rolled her eyes. Next Fishlegs and Meatlug shot 
straight up several feet. They stopped when they were high enough 



Meatlug stopped beating her wings and just dropped a good fifty feet 
out of the air. Just before they hit the ground Meatlug beat her 
wings again and hovered inches over the sea stack. Then she landed. 
Then finally it was Hiccup's turn. He mounted Toothless and took off. 
Hiccup had set up three wooden targets that looked like Outcasts. He 
steered Toothless in the direction of the targets. When they were in 
firing range Toothless spun several times and rapidly shot plasma 
balls at the same time. Three of the plasma balls hit the targets and 
set them on fire. Toothless landed next to the others . <br>"Those two 
are the only ones who don't try to impress me all the time," said 
Serenity. "Let's get out of here." She clicked the reins and Re took 
off . 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>They landed in the plaza and galloped up to the hospital. It was 
very quiet and peaceful. Aurora was asleep under the tree. Serenity 
dismounted. She unsaddled Re. It was the very same blue and green 
saddle she used when she was riding Draco. She put the saddle next to 
Ruby's light brown and tan saddle, and Harmony's white 
saddle . <br>"How many saddles do you plan to own?" Re asked, amused. 

>"Harmony said she wanted her own saddle," said Serenity. "She said 
my saddle neither fit nor looked good on her. The blue one Draco gave 
to me when I was riding him."<br>"I see," said Re. 

>"I was hoping to own just one saddle, but I have no control over 
progress," said Serenity. She sat in her chair. Re lit a fire in the 
fire pit. Serenity began knitting. She was making a dress for herself 
out of sparkly coral pink yarn. Re laid down beside his 
queen . <br>" It ' s too quiet up here," he complained. 

>"Don't worry the other dragons will be up here in a little while," 
said Serenity, not looking up. "They love to hang out under my tree, 
it's the only place in the village made for them." Re smiled. At that 
moment Ruby and Harmony returned from fishing. They were laughing 
joyfully . <br>"Hello, " said Re. 

>"Hi your majesty," said Ruby . <br>"How was fishing?" Serenity asked. 

>"It was great," said Ruby. "Fishing is a great social 
activity . "<br>"That ' s why Daddy made us predators," said Aurora, 
waking up with a yawn. She stretched her wings and stood up. 

>"We're going to head out now," said Re. "We'll be back 

tomorrow . "<br>"Okay, " said Ruby. "Have a good night." Re and Aurora 

smiled and flew away, back to Dragon Island. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>A few minuets later the riders' dragons came up to the 
tree . <br>"Hello friends," said Serenity. 

>"You left before we were done, " said Hookfang, a little 
disappointed. "Again . "<br>" I know," said Serenity. "But don't worry, 
it wasn't because of you. So how was the rest of the exercise?" 

>"It got stressful," said Stormfly. "The riders thought the whole 
thing was a competition . "<br>"Really? " said Ruby. "What do they plan 
to do about it?" 

>"We're not sure," said Meatlug. "They plan to do something tomorrow 
at the arena. It should be interesting . "<br>Toothless walked over and 
sat next to Serenity's chair and watched her knit. 

>"What are you making?" he asked. <br>"A dress," said Serenity. "I 



just started on it. It will have many different patterns on it." 

>"What are you making it for?" Stormfly asked. <br>"I 'm making it 
because I only have one dress in my suitcase," said Serenity. "Which 
is my white cotton dress with the feathers on it." 

>"Are you going to put feathers on that one?" Meatlug asked. <br>"No, " 
said said Serenity. "I might put beads or rhinestones or even flowers 
on it though." 

>"I like that color," said Harmony . <br>"So do I," said Serenity. "I 
normally don't like pink, but this is a very pretty shade." 

>"Will you come to the arena tomorrow?" Hookfang asked. Serenity 
sighed and lowered her dress. <br>"I have been coming to watch you 
guys for three days now, " she said. "And I get a lot more arguing and 
less flying. Why would tomorrow be any different?" She continued to 
knit quietly. 

>"How about you come for us, " Toothless suggested. "Because I get a 
feeling we're going to need a smiling face with all that arguing." 
Serenity considered. <br>"We don't argue that much," said Barf. "I 
don't know if you've noticed." 

>"I have noticed," said Serenity. "You guys just sit there quietly, 
and that is a hundred time nicer . "<br>"Hiccup is pretty much the only 
sane one in that group," said Ruby with a laugh. The others murmured 
in agreement . 

>"You still didn't answer my question," said Hookfang . <br>"Oh, " said 
Serenity. "Okay I'll come by for a while." The dragons smiled. 

>"Thank you," said Stormfly. Serenity smiled back . <br>"What exactly 
is their plan?" Ruby asked. 

>"I think Fishlegs plans to give everyone a Tiny Terror," said 
Meatlug. "They'll train them and see what happens . "<br>"Those little 
dragons can be very useful," said Serenity. 

>"They can also be really full of themselves," said Stormfly. "Like 
little tough guys. It's very annoying . "<br>"Well that's what you do 
when you feel small and inconsequential," said Serenity. "You think 
big . " 

>"Ah, " said all the dragons in unison. Serenity laughed. Toothless 
muzzled her neck. She grinned and stroked his nose . <br>"Hey have you 
told these guys about Flash?" asked Ruby. All the dragons looked up 
at this. 

>"Who's Flash?" Stormfly asked. <br>"He ' s my Skrill friend," said 
Serenity. "I helped father and uncle once." 

>"Did you say he's a Skrill?" said Hookfang, flabbergasted. <br>"Yes 
he's a Skrilll, " said Serenity. 

>"What dose he look like?" asked Belch . <br>"He ' s black, with some 
silver grey and dark violet," said Serenity. "He's very nice." 

>"Should I be envious?" Toothless asked. <br>"Please don't ask me 
that," Serenity moaned. "I'm not trying to make anyone envious." 

>"Sorry, " said Toothless. Serenity smiled and patted his neck.<br>"We 
should head for home," said Stormfly. 

>"Okay, " said Serenity. "I'll see you guys tomorrow." The dragons 
left. Serenity put down her knitting and picked up her saddle. She 
saddled Ruby for a night flight, they planned to watch the 
aurora . <br>"When will you come back?" Harmony asked. 

>"Midnight, " said Ruby . <br>"You can come with us," said Serenity. 

> "No that's okay," said Harmony. "I'm pretty tired from all that 
fishing . "<br>"Suit yourself," said Ruby. Serenity mounted him and 
they took off as the sun set. 



><p>The next morning Serenity rode Ruby to the arena. They landed in 
the spectators area. The riders and dragons had already assembled. 
Fishlegs had brought a box of Tiny Terrors. There was an aqua blue 
one, a purple one, a red one, two yellow ones, and a green one. The 
riders began arguing again. The dragons went up to join Serenity and 
Ruby . <br>"This is starting to get ugly," said Stormfly. "Hiccup is 
wasting his time trying to break this up." 

>"What do you guys plan to do about it?" Ruby asked. <br>"Nothing 
yet," said Toothless. They watched the riders as they each chose a 
Terror. Snotlout chose the purple one, Fishlegs picked the red one, 
Astrid picked the aqua one, the twins picked the two yellow ones, and 
Hiccup was left with the green one. 

>"Remember not a completion," he called after them as they filed out. 
"This is going to be bad." He muttered to the little dragon. He 
rejoined Toothless . <br>"You stayed this time," he said to Serenity. 

>"Yeah, " said Serenity. "But I wont be here all the time, I've got 
work to do."<br>"I know," said Hiccup. "I wasn't counting on this 
being a completion." 

>"Well that's life," said Serenity. "Doesn't always go according to 
plan." She clicked the reins and Ruby took off. Hiccup mounted 
Toothless, put the small dragon behind him on the saddle, flew 
home . <p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Hiccup spent the afternoon training with Toothless and the little 
Terror, which Hiccup named Sharpshot . After they were done Hiccup 
decided to check on the other riders. He went from house to house and 
ended at Fishlegs 's house. Fishlegs was just starting with his 
Terror, Iggy. While they talked Toothless noticed that Meatlug was 
looking left out in the corner. He went over and sat next to 
her .<br>"Are you okay?" he asked softly. 

>"Yeah I'm fine," said Meatlug. "Just lonely . "<br>"What ' s wrong?" 
Toothless asked. 

>"Fishlegs likes that little Terror better than me, " said Meatlug, 
lowering her head. <br>"I 'm sure he doesn't," said Toothless. 

>"He didn't even want to play Catch the Sheep," said Meatlug. "We 
always play that every night . "<br>" I ' m sorry to hear that," said 
Toothless, gently. "Perhaps we should talk about this tomorrow at the 
tree . " 

>"Good idea," said Meatlug. "I could use Serenity's smile . "<br>"Me 
too," said Toothless. At that moment Hiccup called to Toothless that 
it was time to go. 

>"I'll see you tomorrow," said Meatlug. Toothless followed Hiccup 
outside. They went home and went to bed.<p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Early next morning the dragons gathered at the tree, before 
Serenity woke up. Ruby and Harmony were out fishing again. The 
dragons helped themselves to the golden apples on the tree.<br>"Do we 
need to be so early?" Hookfang asked. "I don't want to disturb 
Serenity . " 

>"Our riders start training around noon," said Stormfly. "I'm sure we 
all want to hang out before hand." They all agreed. At that moment 
Serenity woke up and came out.<br>"Oh, good morning dragons," she 



said. She was quite surprised to see the dragons on her doorstep so 
early, they usually came after training. 

>"Why come so early?" she asked. <br>"I needed to be in a friendly 
place," said Meatlug. 

>"We all do," Toothless added. <br>"What ' s going on?" Serenity asked. 

>"Our riders are paying so much attention to those Terror, " said 
Hookfang. "It's like we don't even exist . "<br>"Really? " Serenity 
said, as she sat in her chair. "Who here got to help with training 
the Terrors?" Toothless raised one wing, and no one else did. 

>"0h you poor things," said Serenity. "So you came up here to talk 
about it amongst yourselves . "<br>"Yes, " said Stormfly. 

>"I for one don't blame the Terrors," said Hookfang. "It's not like 
they asked for this." The others nodded in agreement . <br>" You guys 
are so forgiving," said Serenity, smiling. "I love it." The dragons 
all beamed and laughed a bit. At that moment the six little Terrors 
came to the tree. They looked quite nervous. 

>"Hello, we were just talking about you guys, " said Serenity, as she 
began knitting again. <br>"I bet you were," said Sharpshot . "We won't 
stay long. We just wanted to say that we didn't mean to steal your 
guy's spotlights." 

>"We hold nothing against any of you," said Stormfly. "You can stay 
here as long as you want . "<br>"Thank you," said Sharpshot. 

>"What are you names?" Serenity asked. <br>"I 'm Sharpshot," said 
Sharpshot . 

>"I'm Iggy, " said Fishlegs's Terror . <br>" I ' m Owl," said Astrid's aqua 
Terror . 

>"I'm Arrowwing," said Snotlout's purple dragon . <br>"And we're Lemon 
and Sunny," said the two yellow Terrors. 

>"Did the riders give you those names?" Serenity asked. <br>" Just Iggy 
and Sharpshot got named," said Owl. "The rest of us get to keep our 
real names." 

>"What were your names before?" Belch asked. <br>"I used to be called 
Spud," said Sharpshot. "But I like my new name, I'm willing to answer 
to it . " 

>"And I was called Red," said Iggy. "But Iggy is cuter." Serenity 
smiled as she examined her work so far.<br>"Can we have some of your 
apples?" asked Sunny. Serenity nodded. All the dragons grazed on the 
apples for a while. Soon they were joined by the king and queen. 
Serenity saddled Aurora this time. She felt quite honored to wear her 
father's saddle, and it suited her perfectly. It matched her scales. 

>"You look in that my lady," said Barf . <br>"Thank you," said Aurora. 
"It's Daddy ' s . " 

>"We should get going," said Toothless. "We don't want to be late." 
They all went to meet their riders at the arena. On the way Meatlug 
picked up another sheep, incase Fishlegs wanted to play catch the 
sheep . <p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>When they arrived the riders were already their. The Tiny Terrors 
found their trainers. Toothless sat at the entrance to keep watch 
over people or dragons entering or leaving. He watched the riders 
showing off their Terror's skills. Meatlug kept trying to get 
Fishlegs's attention but kept failing. Hiccup was the first to 
demonstrate his Terror. He called Toothless over and put three wooden 
ducks onto Toothless's wing then stepped back a few paces. Snapshot 
stood perched on Hiccup's arm. When Hiccup said go Toothless launched 
the ducks and Sharpshot flew off hid perch and rapidly shot fire at 



his targets, hitting every one of them. Feeling proud of himself 
Sharpshot landed back On Hiccup's shoulder. Toothless went back to 
his post. From there he watched Owl show off his stealth skills, and 
as a stealthy Night Fury, Toothless was impressed. Next the twins had 
Sunny and Lemon fly into each other at high speed. Next Fishlegs had 
Iggy look at a picture on a flashcard and go fetch that item. Iggy 
was flawless and happy to fetch the item. Meatlug tried again to play 
with Fishlegs, but he was too busy praising Iggy to evan notice. So 
Meatlug gave up. She went to the exit . <br>" I ' m going for a walk," she 
told Toothless. 

>"Okay, " said Toothless. "Whatever you need." Meatlug walked out of 
the arena. She went along the spectators area, watching the riders 
argue. Suddenly her animal instincts warned her of intruders close 
by. She began searching around, keeping her eyes, ears, and nose on 
alert. She came to a pile of rocks she shot fire at it and came face 
to face with Alvin, Savage, and Mildew. She growled and flashed her 
teeth. The Outcasts turned and ran off, Meatlug gave chase. She ran 
and flew at the same time. At first it seemed Meatlug was succeeding 
in chasing the intruders away, then Alvin turned around and punched 
the Gronckle on the nose, stunning her . <br>"Muzzle her," Alvin 
ordered. "We'll use the dragon as an hostage." Savage pulled out a 
rope and secured it around Meatlug' s snout, preventing her from 
opening her mouth. They pulled Meatlug down into old Whispering Death 
tunnels. They came out onto a small beach where an Outcast ship was 
waiting. Alvin and Savage dragged Meatlug onto the deck and strapped 
her to a wheeled cart. The ship began to sail away. Meatlug felt 
helpless and forgotten. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>A while latter Berk was about to disappear over the horizon. 
Meatlug no longer cared what happened. Alvin came up to her and began 
bragging. Meatlug looked down at the deck. Suddenly the air was 
filled with the sound of dragons. Hookfang came out of the sky and 
shot fire at the ship. He was followed by the Zippleback who exploded 
apart of the ship, then Stormfly shot spikes right at Alvin. Finally 
Toothless hovered over the ship ready to give the final blast. But 
Alvin was smart . <br>"Back off," he roared. "Or I'll run the Gronkle 
through." He held his sword right between Meatlug 's eyes. Toothless 
was forced to swallow his fire. But all of a sudden Re dived out of 

the clouds right in Alvin's blind spot. He shot towards the ship at 

hight speed and when he was in range he stopped, hovered, and 
breathed out a huge wall of fire. While the Outcasts were distracted 
by the fire, the six little Terrors went in and bugged the Outcasts. 
Sunny and Lemon rammed into both sides of Mildew's head, Iggy stole 
Alvin's sword, and Sharpshot shot a few fire balls at the ropes 
trapping Meatlug. When she was free she got away from their as fast 
as she could. When she and the Terrors were clear Re and Aurora came 
out of the clouds and grabbed the front and back of the ship and 

carried it straight up out of the water. When they were a good thirty 

feet in the air they flew in opposite direction at full speed and 
literally pulled the ship in half, then dropped it back into the 
ocean. Satisfied with their work they flew back to the waiting 
dragons and riders . 

>"That was awesome," cried Fishlegs, now back on Meatlug . <br>"Thank 
you, " said Re . 

> "Do you do that often?" asked Astrid. "Puck up whole ships and rip 
them apart?"<br>"We haven't done that in a long time," said Aurora. 
"And usually we're accompanied by Tenor and Alto." 

>"Well thank you for helping us," said Hiccup . <br>"Our pleasure," 



said Re. "Let's get out of here." He and Aurora started back to Berk, 
and Dragon Island beyond. 

>"Maybe we should bring your brother and Alto here, " Aurora 
suggested. <br>"That ' 11 be interesting," said Re. "Tenor, like the 
rest of us, has never seen a Night Fury, and he's part Night Fury." 

>"I think this will be good for both Tenor and Toothless," said 
Aurora. "So do you think this competition rubbish is over?"<br>"I 
don't know," said Re. "But I think these young rider learned 
something from this, no one is better than anyone." Re and Aurora 
slapped five with their wings. Then they flew home followed by the 
riders and their dragons. 


8. Appetite for Destruction 
**Appetite for Destruction** 

The dragon riders were flying to the little islands that flanked 
Dragon Island. Hiccup wanted to tag the wild dragons from those 
islands to keep track of their migration. They tagged the dragons 
with paint-filled bags in different colors; there was red, yellow, 
orange, blue, white, green, and purple. The islands were color coded 
on a map of the waters surrounding Dragon Island. Hiccup and Astrid 
were tagging wild Nadders with yellow paint. Hiccup used the crossbow 
in his special shield to launch the paint at the dragons, Astrid 
couldn't help but be slightly envious of the shield. 

>"That's the last of them," Hiccup announced. "Let's go check on the 
twins, they're supposed to be tagging the purple dragons . "<br>" I ' m 
sure that's going real well," said Astrid, sarcastically. As they 
turned in the direction of the purple island they saw Serenity and 
Ruby flying below them heading for Dragon Island. Hiccup and Astrid 
steered their dragons down to join her. 

>"Hi Serenity," said Astrid. "What brings you here? "<br>"Visiting my 
friends," said Serenity. "What bring you here?" 

>"We're tagging the dragons," said Hiccup. "To keep track of where 
they may migrate to . "<br>" Interesting, " said Serenity, adjusting her 
hat. "As long as you're not harming them." 

>"We're going to check on the purple marked dragons if you want to 
come, " said Astrid. Serenity exchanged a look with Ruby, who gave a 
small nod. <br>"Alright , " she said. "The king and queen are still on 
patrol so I've got time to kill." So they picked up speed and headed 
to the purple island. 

>"Is Tenor coming today?" Toothless asked Ruby. "I heard Serenity had 
sent for him a few days ago."<br>"He should arrive later this 
afternoon," said Ruby. 

>"Is Alto coming as well?" asked Stormf ly . <br>"No, " said Ruby. "She 
has retired so she can help her parents raise her new baby siblings. 
She hopes to raise a hatchling of her own one day." 

>"She's retired for good?" Toothless asked. <br>"Yup, " said Ruby. 

"Last I heard the dragons back home have already taken down the 
fourth throne in the castle. Now there is only three." 

>"Is that going to effect the dragon race?" asked Stormf ly . <br>"No, " 
said Ruby. 

>At that moment they reached their destination. They landed among the 
trees where the twins were throwing paint at each other and Barf and 
Belch were watching happily. Hiccup broke up the fight as Astrid and 
Serenity landed next to him. Something caught Astrid' s 
eye . <br>"Hiccup, I thought it was one color per island," 


she called. 



>"It is," said Hiccup. "Why?"<br>"I see two colors over there," said 
Astrid. She pointed to two Gronkles, one with purple paint and one 
with green paint . 

>"Have we been using the wrong one?" Astrid asked. <br>"I don't think 
so," said Hiccup. "Those dragons shouldn't be here, we're going to 
need Fishlegs." 

>"You're going to fly all the way back to Berk and get Fishlegs?" 
asked Astrid, doubtfully . <br>"No, I don't have to," said Hiccup 
smartly. He reached into Toothless's saddlebags and pulled out a 
charcoal pencil, a scroll of parchment, and Sharpshot his Tiny 
Terror . 

>"Fishlegs and I have been working on something new, " Hiccup 
explained. "We call it Airmail." He had gotten the idea a few days 
ago when he saw Serenity receive a message from Draconia via Hermes 
Dragon. A dragon the size and shape of an eagle. Hiccup wrote a 
message to Berk<p> 

Fishlegs, meet us on Dragon Island at once, urgent. Hiccup. 

Hiccup tied the message to Sharpshot ' s leg and let him go. Once the 
dragon was out of sight the riders mounted their dragons and took 
off, heading back to Dragon Island. 

They landed on the rocky shore in front of the big cave, which had 
been made into a throne room for Re and Aurora, now called The Royal 
Cave. When the riders landed they found Fishlegs, Snotlout, and their 
dragons waiting for them with Sharpshot. Serenity and Ruby flew back 
to Berk. 

>"What's so urgent?" asked Fishlegs . <br>"We ' ve been seeing green 
marked dragons on the purple island, " Hiccup informed him. He rolled 
out his map on a tree stump. "Is there any reason for those dragons 
to be there?" 

>"No, they shouldn't be," said Fishlegs. Hiccup found the green 
island on the map.<br>"We should check it out," he said. They got 
back on their dragons and took off, Snotlout and Hookfang took off 
home and Serenity and Ruby stayed where they were. 

The riders flew towards the green island. But when they got there it 
was gone. 

>"Where is it?" asked Astrid. <br>"It should be here," said Fishlegs, 
concerned. He checked the map, the position was correct yet there was 
no island in sight. Suddenly a group of wild Monstrous Nightmares 
with bright orange paint on their sides. 

>"Orange dragons!" Astrid exclaimed. "What island are they from?" 
Hiccup checked the map . <br>"Sunstone Island," he said. "Let's take a 
look." They sped up and headed for the next island. However when they 
got there was only one tall rock with one pine tree. The dragons had 
trouble landing on it without hitting each other. Meatlug and 
Stromfly landed fine. Toothless was hanging of the edge with his 
talons . 

>"What happened here?" asked Hiccup . <br>"One island's gone, and one's 
been sunk," said Fishlegs, thinking. 

>"The dragons are loosing their homes," said Hiccup. <p> 

They went back to Dragon Island. The sky was filled with dragons from 
other islands. 

>"Look, a new color," said Astrid, pointing. "Red." Hiccup looked at 
the map. He began crossing off all the islands that have already 
vanished. <br>"This creates a line," said Hiccup. "That means the other 
islands are in danger as well, Bore Head Island, Thor Rock Island." 



He pointed to an island painted yellow and another painted white. 


>"I'm going back out," Hiccup said. He mounted Toothless . <br>" I ' m 
coming with you," said Astrid. "It could get dangerous." She mounted 
Stormf ly . 

>"Fishlegs, you stay here in case any more dragons show up, " Hiccup 
ordered. Fishlegs gave a solute. Toothless and Stormf ly took off and 
headed for Bore Head Island. When they got there all they saw was 
open sea . <br>" It ' s gone too!" Astrid exclaimed. "What is going on?" 

>"I don't know," said Hiccup, getting more worried. "Let's go check 
on Thor Rock." They sped up and headed for the island marked in 
white . <p> 

When they arrived Thor Rock was nothing but a few sea stacks. The two 
riders flew closer to it. They spotted a big hole in one of the sea 
stacks and hovered over it. 

>"These makings look familiar, yet different, " said Hiccup, working 
things out . <br>"Dif ferent how?" asked Astrid. 

>"Different, bigger," said Hiccup. Suddenly the sea stacks began to 
crumble into the ocean. There was also a deep grinding sound that was 
also familiar yet bigger. Then the albino Screaming Death burst out 
of the ground, roaring . <br>"The Screaming Death!" Hiccup cried. The 
big dragon reared its head up and roared agin. It looked down at the 
two dragons in front of him. 

>"Someone's been eating their vegetables," said Hiccup, his voice 
shaking . <br>"And everything else in sight," Astrid added. The 
Screaming Death dove back into the ground. 

>"It must have dug through each island, causing them to collapse in 
on themselves," said Hiccup. The white dragon came back up and let 
out its famous scream. Toothless and Stormfly squirmed in the air, 
disoriented by the noise. The Screaming Death dove back into the 
ground once more and went back to sinking island. Hiccup and Astrid 
got out of there and headed back to Dragon Island. <p> 

They landed on the beach where Fishlegs waited with Meatlug. 

>"The yellow dragons from Bore Head just showed up," said Fishlegs. 
"And the white ones from Thor Rock. What happened to those 
islands . "<br>"The same thing that happened to the other islands," 
said Hiccup, as he crosses of the yellow and white islands. 

"Screaming Death." 

>"The Screaming Death is back?" said Fishlegs, scared. <br>"I don't 
think it ever really left," said Hiccup darkly. He circled the 
remaining islands on the map and connecting them with lines, right to 
Dragon Island. 

>"It's heading right for us," said Fishlegs . <br>"That ' s not the worst 
part," said Hiccup. He drew a line from Dragon Island right to Berk, 
which was behind them. 

>"It's heading straight to Berk," said Astrid. <br>"We have to go back 
to Berk and warn Stoic," said Fishlegs. 

>"No, " said Hiccup, firmly. "We make our stand here, there's no other 
land between here and Berk. If this Island gets sunk all these 
dragons will overwhelm Berk . "<br>"And the Screaming Death won't be 
far behind," said Fishlegs. Hiccup went over to Toothless and pulled 
out Sharpshot and another scroll of parchment. 

>"I'm sending for reinforcements," he said. He wrote a quick note to 
Snotlout and the twins. He tied it to Sharpshot and sent him on his 
way. The little dragon flew as fast as he could back to 
Berk . <p> 



Hiccup and the other two waited for a while. Hiccup kept looking 
through his spyglass. They waited for only ten minuets before blue 
marked dragons came to the island. 

>"Hiccup the blue dragons just showed up," said Fishlegs . <br>"Which 
means the Screaming Death is only one island away, " said Astrid. 

>"looks like help's not coming," said Hiccup as he got on Toothless. 
"We'll have to fight this thing ourselves. I'm going ton fly out and 
meet it."<br>"I'm coming with you," said Astrid. 

>"No, I need you to stay here as a safety net in case it gets passed 
me," said Hiccup. "We're the only thing standing between that thing 
and Berk." With that he and Toothless took off. They flew passed the 
sea stacks and the Screaming Death was soon in their sight. It looked 
enraged. <br>"Okay bud," Hiccup told his dragon. "Let's see if it 
still likes the shiny shield." He clicked the stirrup and Toothless 
flew at the big dragon at high speed. The Screaming Death roared and 
rapidly shot fire balls. Toothless dodged them all effortlessly. When 
they got close enough Hiccup shined the shield's reflective light in 
the Screaming Death's eyes. At first the big dragon followed the 
Night Fury, after the shiny shield. But then it lost interest and 
flew back towards Dragon Island. Hiccup steered Toothless after the 
albino. When they were right beside its head Hiccup tried the shield 
again . 

>"Come on you love shiny things, " Hiccup coaxed. The dragon ignored 
him and sped up. "Or you used to." Toothless picked up speed. He 
began shooting plasma blasts at the albino's head. This angered it 
and it forgot about Dragon Island for a moment. It shot back at the 
pesky Night Fury, and kept missing it. Then Toothless fired his sixth 
and last shot.<br>"Oh great," said Hiccup. "Out of shots. Now what?" 
The Screaming Death opened his mouth to fire when suddenly another, 
bigger plasma blast came out of no where and hit the big dragon right 
between the eyes. A loud, familiar screech filled the air. Then a 
black dragon zoomed over Hiccup and Toothless, with a familiar 
whistle. It arched around and dove at the Screaming Death again. 

>"Why don't you pick on someone your own size," the dragon called. He 
had a handsome tenor's voice that was full of adrenaline. The 
Screaming Death roared at this new dragon. The black dragon shot 
passed it before it could fire. Then the new dragon swung around to 
face the Screaming Death as it opened it mouth to fire. But before it 
could do so the black dragon shot a big plasma blast right into the 
bigger dragons mouth lighting its gas on fire. The Screaming Death 
puffed up with fire and fell into the ocean, stunned but alive. The 
black dragon let out a triumphant cry. The Screaming Death flew out 
of the water and flew away, too tired to fight anymore. Hiccup and 
Toothless had landed on a near by sea stack to watch and stay out of 
the way. The black dragon watched the Screaming Death go then flew 
away . <br>"What was that?" Hiccup asked. He clicked the stirrup and 
Toothless took off again. They flew back to Dragon Island still 
thinking about what they had just seen. They rejoined Fishlegs and 
Astrid, Snotlout and the twins were there too. 

>"Is it gone?" asked Fishlegs . <br>"Yeah, " said Hiccup. "And you will 
not believe how it was driven off." He was just about to explained 
when the black dragon landed smoothly in front of him and folded he 
wings . 

The dragon looked very unusual. He was as tall as a horse with a 
long, muscular neck, narrow snout, large forehead, huge wings and a 
long tail. He had the body and legs of a panther and the feet of a 
Komodo Dragon. The rest of him looked like a Night Fury. His tail 



ended in a pair of webbed tail fins, behind his black wings was 
another pair of fins. He had a series of flaps around his head, big 
green cat-like eyes, and the blackest scales of any other dragon. He 
opened is mouth showing black teeth, just before they vanished into 
his pale orange gums and closed his mouth again. He looked around at 
all the riders and dragons looking at him. 

>"Hello you lot," he said. His tenor's voice was young and 
cocky . <br>"Who are you?" Hiccup asked. 

>"My name it Tenor," the young dragon said. "I'm Re's adopted younger 
brother. I take it you're the Riders of Berk . "<br>"You ' re a Night 
Fury," said Fishlegs, it wasn't a question. 

>"Part Night Fury, yeah," said Tenor. "And part Blackfang." all the 
riders and dragons looked at Toothless. Tenor looked at him as well. 
Suddenly Hiccup realized the time.<br>"We should head back to Berk," 
he said. "Before my dad sends out a search party for us." 

>"You can come if you want," Astrid told Tenor . <br>"Why not," he 
said. The riders mounted their dragons and took off. Tenor spread his 
wings and followed. They flew in silence for a while. Then Snotlout 
pulled up alongside Tenor. 

>"Can you do everything Toothless can?" Snotlout asked. <br>"Pretty 
much," said Tenor. 

>"Can you fly at supersonic speeds?" asked Fishlegs . <br>"Yup, " said 
Tenor . 

>"Can you fire plasma blasts?" asked Astrid. As an answer to her 
question Tenor shot a big plasma blast into the air and it 
exploded. <br>" I can also breathe regular fire," he said. "Even though 
it ' s purple . " 

> "Do you're teeth retract?" asked Ruffnut. Tenor opened his mouth and 
with a snap of his lower jaw his black canine teeth came out of his 
gums, then they vanished again. The riders oooed. <br>"Do you hang up 
side down?" asked Tuffnut. 

>"When I have something to hang from yes," said Tenor. "When there is 
nothing to hang from I use my fire to warm the ground I sleep 
on. "<br>"Can you use sound to navigate through the dark?" Hiccup 
asked . 

>"Yes I can," said Tenor. "I can also see in the dark . "<br>"Does 
you're spit have healing powers?" asked Snotlout." 

> " N o , " said Tenor. "My spit has to much venom in it, that's from my 

other side. I'm also a fine swimmer, and a very fast 

runner . "<br>" I ' ve never heard of a part Night Fury," said Astrid." 

>"That's because I'm the only one," said Tenor. "That's why I look so 
odd. Now enough about me, I don't even now your names . "<br>" I ' m 
Astrid," said Astrid. "And this Stormfly." 

>"Nice to meat you Stormfly," said Tenor . <br>"Nice to meet you too," 
said Stormfly, she blushed slightly. 

>"My name is Snotlout," said Snotlout, arrogantly. "And this is 
Hookfang." Tenor nodded. <br>"I 'm Fishlegs," said Fishlegs. "And this 
is Meatlug, the cutest Gronkle of Berk." He hugged Meatlug from 
behind . 

>"I couldn't agree more," said Tenor, he smiled and winked at Meatlug 
making her blush and giggle . <br>"We ' re the twins, Ruffnut and 
Tuffnut," said Tuffnut. "And this is Barf and Belch." Tenor snorted 
in amusement . 

>"We know it sounds funny," said Belch. "Just bear with 
it . "<br>"Right , " said Tenor. 

>"And I'm Hiccup," said Hiccup. "And this is 

Toothless . "<br>"Toothless eh?" said Tenor. "That's very clever." 

>"It was the first thing that came into my head," Hiccup 



explained. <br>"That ' 11 work," said Tenor. "Who's your dad? I remember 
you mentioned him sending a search party." 

>"My dad's the chief of Berk," said Hiccup . <br>"Ah, I see," said 
Tenor . 

Before long Berk came into view as the set set further. The riders 
sped their dragons up eager to be home. They flew over the village 
and landed in the plaza. Tenor landed next to them. The Vikings 
turned an stared at Tenor, he lowered his ears slightly, he wasn't 
too used to being stared at by so many. 

>"This is Berk," said Astrid. Tenor looked around. <br>"It ' s really 
cheerful," he said. "What exactly was that thing I just fought off?" 
he asked remembering. 

>"That was the Screaming Death," said Hiccup. "It's been causing us 
problems . "<br>" I see," said Tenor. "I take it you don't see those too 
often . " 

>"No, " said Hiccup. "Bork's notes says they only hatch every hundred 
years, and it's still out there." Tenor snorted. <br>"I love a 
challenge," he said quietly. 

>"How long are you staying here?" Fishlegs asked. <br>"As long as Re 
and Aurora stay," said Tenor. "Speaking of which, I better go find 
them and tell them I've arrived." 

>"Okay, It was nice meeting you Tenor, " said Astrid. They split up 
and all headed for home . "<br>" It was nice meeting you too," Tenor 
called after them. When they went inside Tenor spread his wings and 
took off. He flew up to Serenity's Hospital, he knew where it was 
from the directions he got in his message. He landed next to the 
apple tree. Serenity, Ruby, Harmony, Re, and Aurora were all there 
waiting for him. 

>"Tenor you're here!" Serenity cried. "What took you so long?"<br>"I 
was helping the riders fight off a big bully," said Tenor. 

>"Ah, you've met Toothless then," said Re. "I thought you would want 
to."<br>"It will be nice to know a dragon that is similar to me," 
said Tenor. "I know I'll like it here." He went and laid down next to 
Re and Aurora. 

>"Great, now all my whole family is here," said Serenity smiling. 
"What do you think of Berk so far Tenor? "<br>" It ' s very interesting," 
said Tenor. "I would like to explore the place when I'm settled in. 
But for now I need to recover from the jet lag." 

>"We should head back to Dragon Island," said Re. "We'll come back 
tomorrow." He, Aurora, and Tenor got to their feet . <br>"Okay, good 
night," said Serenity. "I'm glad you're all here." 

>"We are too," said Aurora. "Good night." The three of them spread 
their wings and flew away. Serenity unsaddled Ruby and went to bed 
herself . <p> 


9. Zippleback Down 
**Zippleback Down ** 

Tenor ran through the forest of Berk as fast as he could. He was 
running off adrenaline, his muscles pumped with it. He had already 
gotten the tour of Berk so he knew his way around. He ran through the 
trees using the coast as his guideline, so he wouldn't get lost. The 
sun was rising and bounced of Tenor's black scales. He picked up 
speed as he neared the middle of the island. Ahead he saw the Cove 
right in his way. Not wanting to go around it Tenor ran even faster, 
intending to jump over it. He ran right to the edge, opened his 
wings, and glided right over the Cove. He looked down at it as he 



passed. The Cove was very beautiful, very colorful. He reached the 
other side without any problems and continued running. 

He finally got to the farthest side of the island from the village. 

He ran around the tip of the island and back up the other side, 
heading back to the village. He ran even faster, he thought about 
flying back but figured that would be cheating. He sang to himself as 
he ran to pass the time. He slowed to a fast walk when his adrenaline 
was spent. He went from a walk to a trot then to a canter, and back 
down again. He was in a very good mood. Then he stepped on something 
and next thing he knew he was on the ground with ropes wrapped 
tightly around his snout, wings and tail fins. He looked down at 
himself, his legs were fine but everything else was tied up. He 
looked around for what or who had fired at him. He found what looked 
like a cannon made of wood. A rope was attached to a trigger and the 
other end was tied to a tree. Tenor figured he must have stepped on 
the rope causing the ropes to bind him. He tried to claw the ropes 
off but they were to tight to get a talon through. He clumsily got up 
and shook himself. With his wings and fins tied up flying was out of 
the question so he would have to walk back for help. He took a few 
calming breaths and went on his way. Then a few minuets later his 
tail caught on something else. Before he could turn around to see 
what it was, his tail got snapped up and he was dragged upward. He 

hung there stunned again. He looked at his tail, it was trapped in 

what looked like a silver net. Tenor snorted in frustration. His 
mouth was tied shut so he couldn't blast the net, but he still had 
his claws. He swung on his tail and grabbed onto the tree the net was 
hanging from and clawed his way up. When he was high enough he used 
his back claws to cut the rope that tied the net to the tree. It took 
three big swipes with his claws and hit tail was free, sort of. He 
jumped down from the tree and looked at his tail. The net was still 
wrapped around his fins, and tangled up in the first rope. He tried 
to get the net off, but only got it more tangled. He snorted again. 

He began walking again. He wasn't too far from the Academy, he 
figured the riders would be there already. As he walked he could feel 

the net and ropes cutting into his skin and that scared him. He 

looked at his tail fins, they were both still there. Dragging his 
tail on the ground was causing the ropes to wrap tighter around his 
tail. He valued his fins so he swung his tail off the ground. He kept 
walking not letting his tail touch the ground. Soon the village was 
in view and he was feeling better. He went in the direction of the 
arena . 

>When he got there he saw Hiccup, Toothless, Astrid, and Stormfly in 
there talking. Tenor breathed a sigh of relief to have found some 
help. He went around to the entrance. He walked into the arena 
feeling rather embarrassed now. He let out a muffled bark to get 
their attention. They looked up.<br>"What happened to you?" Astrid 
asked, trying not to laugh. Tenor scowled and shook his head. 

>"He must have triggered the old traps we put out," said Hiccup. 
"Sorry about that Tenor." Tenor snorted and swung his tail around. 
Hiccup pulled out his dagger and cut the ropes off his tail, then he 
pulled the rope off of Tenor's snout. With a few tugs it slid 
off.<br>"Ah, thank you," he said, flexing his jaws. Hiccup cut his 
wings free. 

>"We kind of forgot about those, " he said as he gathered up the 
ropes. Tenor flexed his wings then his tail fins, everything was 
f ine . <br>"How long have those been there?" he asked. 

>"Long time, " said Astrid. "Back before we made peace with the 
dragons . "<br>"We probably should take those down," said Hiccup. 



>"Well that's two you don't have to worry about," said Tenor, flexing 
his tail fins again . <br>"We ' 11 go inform Gobber, " said Astrid. "He's 
the one who made them." The two riders mounted their dragons as took 
off. Tenor stayed put, he figured he could help with unsetting the 
traps. He looked closer at his fins to make sure they weren't 
preeminently damaged. All he could find was rope marks, raw and red. 
They would go away with time. He looked at a long scar on the webbing 
of his left fin from an incident when he was younger, apart from that 
he was okay. 

>A few minuets later Hiccup and Astrid returned with Gobber, the 
other four riders, and all the dragons. Gobber was pushing a cart 
with a lot of metal items. <br>"I hear you had quite the morning," 
Gobber said to Tenor. 

>"More or less," said Tenor . <br>"How did you get out of that netter 
trap?" Hiccup asked. 

>"With great skill," said Tenor. "The net only got my tail which left 
my claws as a last line of defense." Gobber began putting up the 
items from his cart, which turned out to be more traps. He put up the 
netter trap, the cannon with that shot out ropes, and one that looked 
like a huge bear trap. When he was done he turned to the 
riders . <br>"Who wants to show how to unset the roper trap?" he asked 
the riders. Fishlegs went up to the cannon with the ropes and with 
some tinkering the trap was disengaged. Tenor watched with the other 
dragons. He sat next to his Night Fury cousin. 

>"So how was your morning run?" Toothless asked him. "Apart from 
getting covered in ropes . "<br>"Oh it was very relaxing," said Tenor. 
"I love running just as much as I love flying." 

>"I hope you weren't too badly hurt," Toothless said, looking at 
Tenor's tail f ins . <br>"Nothing permeant," said Tenor. "I know how to 
deal with traps." 

>"What's that scar from?" Toothless asked, he was looking at the thin 
scar in the webbing . <br>"Oh, that happened years ago," Tenor said. 
"There was a sword hanging on the wall in our castle. I was walking 
passed it when fell off the wall and pierced my fin. I tried to 
escape but the sword held be in place. I was finally rescued by Re 
who heard my call for help. He got the sword out and Serenity 
stitched me up good as new. Now what about you?" He looked at 
Toothless's red tail fin. 

>"Yeah, that happened a while ago," Toothless said. "I have no idea 
when exactly my fin came off but it must have been in the crash. I 
don't even know what cut it off." At that moment Hiccup called 
Toothless over to unset the snare trap. Toothless shot a plasma blast 
at the mechanism in the center of the trap and it snapped shut. 

Gobber set it back up then turned to the twins who were having a 
staring contest and not paying attention. Gobber eventually got them 
to unset the snare, and almost cut their heads off. Tenor looked at 
Barf and Belch. <br>"I bet you two have a great time with those 
twins, " he said. 

>"Our life is never boring," said Belch . <br>"We have a great time 
watching them argue," said Barf, giggling. "We also love pranking 
them." Tenor laughed. 

>"Are you going to help us unset these traps?" Belch asked. <br>"I 
sure am," said Tenor. "Re isn't expecting me until nightfall." 

>"Great, " said Belch. "You can come with us if you want, unless you 
want to go with your cousin." Tenor considered. <br>"I can go back and 
forth," he said. "I get the feeling I'm going to be the one to find 
help if something goes wrong." The Zippleback giggled. They watched 
the riders called their dragons over to go look for the traps. Hiccup 
mounted Toothless then turned to Tenor. 



>"Will you join us Tenor?" he asked. <br>"Yup, " said Tenor, 
enthusiastically. The dragons took off and split up. Tenor flew after 
Barf and Belch. They flew over the island and landed in a clearing. 
The twins dismounted and looked around. They seemed to be arguing 
about Hiccup. 

>"What are we doing again?" Tuffnut asked. <br>"We ' re supposed to be 
looking for the hidden traps," said Ruffnut. The two split up and 
looked around. Tenor and the Zippleback just watched. Tenor looked 
around from where he stood, and his quick eyes spotted a netter trap, 
laid out like a spider's web and Tuffnut was walking right towards 
it. Tenor nudged the Zippleback and they watched amused. Tuffnut 
spotted the trap. 

>"Found one," Tuffnut announced as he tried to unset it.<br>"I'm 
going to go help Hiccup," Tenor said. "I'll be back in a few 
minuets." He spread his wings and took off. He flew high over the 
trees. He looked around for any of the other riders. He soon spotted 
Hiccup and Toothless flying low through the trees and land next to a 
big snare trap. Tenor landed next to them. 

>"I've come to give you a hand," Tenor said. He folded his 
wings . <br>"Great, " said Hiccup. "Can you unset that snare?" Tenor 
looked at the snare trap, there was a salmon in the middle. He 
snorted and shot a plasma blast at the trap. It snapped shut and 
tipped over. Tenor picked up the salmon and threw it to Toothless. 

The wind picked up and an ember from Tenor's blast blew onto the 
ground catching some leaves a blaze. Hiccup hurried to put it out. 

>"That's a pretty dry wind," he said. "This is definitely 
f irewheather . "<br>" I didn't know it got this dry this far north," 
said Tenor. 

>"It is rare," said Hiccup. "I need to go warn my dad, will you go 
find the twins and tell them not to fire at anything? "<br>"Okay, " 
said Tenor. He spread his wings and flew back to where he left the 
twins and the Zippleback. He landed next to the dragon. He laughed 
when he saw Tuffnut hanging in the netter trap, Ruffnut was no where 
in sight. 

>"What did I miss?" Tenor asked. <br>"Tuffnut got stuck in the trap," 
said Barf. "Ruffnut 's gone to get help." 

>"I see," said Tenor. He was just about to blast the trap, but then 
remembered Hiccup's warning . <br>"Hey, I've been instructed to tell 
you not to fire at anything," he told the Zippleback. "The air is 
very dry and could catch fire." 

>"We know," said Belch. "We know fireweather when we see it." 

Suddenly there came crashing sounds as trees were knocked over. Then 
a big orange Typhoomerang came stomping up to them. He came to a halt 
in front of Tuffnut. The dragon didn't seem to want to hurt him, he 
just looked at him. The Zippleback put itself between the wild dragon 
and Tuffnut . <br>"Don ' t you dare touch him," roared Belch. Barf roared 
too. They shot fire at the dragon, and it dodged the fire easily. 
Tenor was about to help when the dragon spoke up. 

>"Whoa! hey Barf, Belch it's me Torch," said the Typhoomerang. The 
Zippleback stopped their defense at once and backed of f . <br>"Torch? " 
said Belch. "Wow you're all grown up." 

>"Yeah last time we saw you you were the size of a Terror, " said 
Barf. Torch smiled proudly. He turned to Tuffnut.<p> 

Little did they know that a spark from the Zippleback 's blast had 
blown away and caught a tree on fire. It didn't take long for the 
fire to spread. The sky filled with smoke and flames. 


Back in the clearing Tuffnut was playing with Torch, without actually 



recognizing him. The Zippleback and Tenor watched quietly. 

>"So is he a friend of yours?" Tenor asked. <br>"Sort of," said Belch. 
"Hiccup and Toothless found him when he was a hatchling. Toothless 
tried as hard as he could to warn Hiccup about his mother. But Hiccup 
just thought he was being envious. It put a strain on their 
friendship, but I also think it strengthened it at the same time." 

>"I see," said Tenor. At that moment Ruffnut came back, alone. When 
she saw the Typhoonerang she f roze . <br>"Tuf fnut there's a massive 
Typhoomerang standing right next to you, " she whispered. 

>"I know," said Tuffnut. "Why are you whispering?" He turned and 
roared at the wild dragon and Torch roared back. Ruffnut was not 
impressed. <br>"Oh, and by the way there's an out-of-control fire 
heading this way," she said as an after thought. Tuffnut and the 
dragons looked around, and sure enough smoke billowed into the sky. 

>"I love fire," said Tenor . <br>"Get me out of here, please," said 
Tuffnut, getting desperate. Ruffnut got on Belch's saddle so he could 
hoist her up to the trap. She tried and failed to unset the trap. The 
fire roared closer. Suddenly Hiccup and Toothless landed in the 
clearing and Hiccup dismounted. 

>"There you guys are, " he said. He saw the Typhoomerang and something 
stirred in his memory. The wild dragon roared at Hiccup, and 
Toothless roared back. Hiccup thought hard. <br>"Wait a minuet, I know 
you," he said finally. The Typhoomerang lowered his head to Hiccup's 
level and let him pet his snout. The dragon seemed to be happy to see 
him. He thought back to when he found a baby Typhoomerang lost in the 
woods and introduced him to the other riders. Hiccup turned to the 
twins . 

> "Do you recognize this guy?" he asked, unable to believe it. The 
twins both had blank expressions on their f aces . <br>" It ' s Torch," 
said Hiccup excited. 

>"What?" said Ruffnut. "No way." Torch smiled at them and let out a 
happy roar. Then he saw Toothless and remembered how the Night Fury 
had treated him. He snarled and smacked Toothless with his 
tail . <br>"Ha, see how you like a whack with the tail," Torch taunted. 
Toothless roared back. 

>"I was trying to help you and I was having a hard time," he said. 
"I'm sorry if you were of fended. "<br>"Come on guys don't start this 
again," said Hiccup, also remembering the quarrel. "We have a 
wildfire heading straight for Berk. Ruffnut get Tuff out of that 
netter trap." 

>"We've been trying, but we didn't get very clear instructions," said 

Ruffnut. Hiccup turned to Tenor who had been watching 

quietly . <br>"Tenor, you think you could help us out?" he asked. 

>"With pleasure," said Tenor. He inhaled deeply and shot a plasma 
blast at the trap. The rope burned up and Tuffnut was free.<br>"We 
have to get back to the village," said Hiccup. "Torch can you give us 
a lift?" Torch lowered himself to the ground all too gladly. 

>"Can't we all fly?" Tenor asked, confused. <br>"My fin caught fire," 
said Toothless. Tenor looked at the red tail fin and it was all 
burned. He ran onto Torch's back and Torch took off. Tenor followed. 
They flew over the fire as it blazed towards the village. Torch was 
having some trouble navigating through the smoke. Tenor used his 
special sonar to guid both of them through the fire to the edge of 
the forest. The fire had not touched the village but it was very 
close . 

>"Torch set us down on that cliff, " 


said Hiccup. He pointed to the 



cliff that overlooked the arena. Torch and Tenor landed on it, clear 
of the fire. Torch's passengers got off his back and looked at the 
problem before them.<br>"We need to get water," said Hiccup. 

>"No, " said Tenor. "There's no time, I know a different way to deal 
with wildfires. I call it the candle method. All we need to do is 
generate enough wind to blow the fire away from the village and then 
blow it out. The same way one would blow out a 

candle . "<br>"Brilliant, " said Hiccup. "How do we get the wind?" Tenor 
rolled his eyes. He spread his wings and hovered in the air a few 
feet off the ground. He pumped his wings as hard as he could, 
creating gusts of wind. The fire began to blow in the opposite 
direction. Hiccup and the twins got their dragons to do the same. 
Torch helped to. The wind from the dragons' wings blew the fire 
farther from the village and it began to go out. Then Torch flew into 
the fire and spun rapidly in place, stirring up the fired. He spun 
faster and faster, and the fire grew weaker and weaker. Until at last 
the fire was out and the air was smoke free. The dragons landed, 
satisfied. 

>"Well done you lot," said Tenor . <br>"Where did you learn that?" 
Hiccup asked. 

>"I read a book on fire safety," said Tenor. "It talked about 
wildfires and how to deal with them. I have never tested it until 
now." Hiccup, the twins and their dragons got back on Torch and he 
flew them home, with Tenor followed. <p> 

They landed in the plaza where the other riders and dragons were 
waiting with Serenity, Ruby, Re and Aurora. Tenor landed next to Re. 

>"Cool a Typhoomerang, " said Fishlegs . <br>"Not just any 
Typhoomerang, " said Hiccup, excited again. "Take a closer look." 

>"Is that Torch?" said Fishlegs . <br>" It is," said Astrid. The riders 
all got excited, and so did Torch. He looked over at Serenity, who 
was standing faithfully next to Ruby. He lowered his head to her. 

>"Hi, " he said. Serenity laughed and tickled his chin . <br>"Wow, " she 
said. "Did you get handsome." Torch blushed slightly. Then he turned 
to Toothless. 

>"I hope there are no hard feelings," he said. <br>"Not at all," said 
Toothless. "I'm sorry I scared you as a hatchling." 

> "No problem," said Torch. "I know now that you were just trying to 
help, and I thank you." Toothless smiled and nodded. Just then Torch 
raised his head and turned it towards the sunset, as though something 
had caught his attention . <br>"What ' s he doing now?" Astrid asked. 

>"He says he must go now, " Serenity translated. "He says he has a 
female to get back to." This seemed the amaze the riders. Torch 
lowered his head again so he could tell them good bye. He got to 
Serenity last . <br>"You know you're far prettier than I remember," he 
said. Serenity laughed again. 

>"Will you come back and visit?" she asked. <br>"Oh yes ma'am," said 
Torch, winking at her. He raised his wings and flew off in a shower 
of sparks. The riders and dragons watched him fly away. Re, Aurora, 
and Tenor flew back to Dragon Island, the riders went home, and 
Serenity and Ruby went back to the hospital. 


10. View to a Skrill (part 1) 


**View to a Skrill (part 1)** 



Re flew through the cloudy skies of the archipelago, flanked by 
Aurora and Tenor. They were o their way to Berk to sign a treaty with 
Stoic. They also wanted to check on Serenity and her hospital, as 
well as all of Berk's dragons. They liked spending the daytime on 
Berk, there was always something happening. Tenor was excited about 
spending time with his cousin. They had recently acquired updates to 
their armor and crowns. Re's was still gold, but he no longer liked 
the Celtic designs. His crown had the Draconian insignia on the 
forehead made of emeralds and sapphires. Aurora had traded the floral 
pattern to snowflakes engraved into the metal. Her crown now hade a 
big snowflake on the forehead, made of sapphires and turquoise 
stones. Tenor was the only one who didn't update his armor and crown, 
which had not yet arrived. His armor was black with stars all over it 
made of obsidian stones. His crown was also black and had the 
insignia of a silver crescent moon circled by silver stars. 

As they got closer to Berk they began to fly lower over the ocean. 
Suddenly three dragons with riders flew passed them. Re just managed 
to catch a glimpse of red and black before it vanished. 

"Who was that?" asked Aurora. 

>"It was Hiccup and his fellow riders," said Tenor, who had the 
sharpest eyes of the three of them. <br>"Perhaps we should see what 
they're up to," said Re. "Offer to help." The three of them turned 
around and picked up their speed to catch up with the riders. They 
pulled up alongside the riders. 

>"Good evening," Re called. "What brings all of you out here?" Hiccup 
was accompanied by Snotlout and Astrid. <br>"We are looking for a lost 
fishing boat," said Hiccup. "It's way overdue. Have you seen it?" 

>"We were flying in the clouds so we wouldn't have seen anything," 
said Aurora. "Sorry . "<br>"Which is why we offer you our help," said 
Tenor, humbly. "That treaty can wait." 

>"Thanks, " said Astrid. At that moment Aurora spotted a huge iceberg 
ahead, with two ships docked on it.<br>"Is that your fishing boat?" 
she asked. 

>"One of them is," said Hiccup. "And the other one is a Berserker 
ship . "<br>"An enemy?" asked Tenor, he sounded hopeful. 

>"Yeah, a big one," said Astrid. <br>" Just the way I like it," said 
Tenor. He shot towards the two ships, full of adrenaline. When he was 
in range he shot three huge blasts of fire at the catapults so they 
couldn't fire anymore. Then he grabbed the prow in his talons and 
pulled the ship out to sea and away from the fishing boat. When the 
ship was out of site the riders and dragons landed on the fishing 
boats deck. Toothless perched on the prow. 

>"What happened?" asked Hiccup . <br>"We thought the Berserkers had hit 
an iceberg," said Mulch. "We came to help them and they started 
attacking us because we saw, it." 

>"It?" asked Hiccup confused. Mulch pointed to a wall of the iceberg 
and the riders and dragons went to investigate it. Hiccup walked up 
to a patch of the wall where he could make out a large dark figure. 

He used his sleeve to clear the condensation on the ice. He saw a 
pair of large, pink eyes, and sharp teeth . <br>" It ' s a dragon," he 
said, mostly to himself. 

>"Why would Berserekers be trying to dig it out?" asked 
Fishlegs . <br>"We ' re going to find out," said Hiccup. He got Toothless 
to melt the ice around the frozen dragon, but still kept it in a 
giant ice cube. Re turned to Aurora and Tenor. 

>"Let's go back to Berk," he said. "I want to get that treaty 



signed. "<br>"Good idea," said Aurora. "The sooner the better." The 
three of them took off and got back on course, while the riders tied 
up the ice cube for transport. Re led the way over the ocean. 

When they got there, the sun had set. The three dragons flew to the 
Dragon Hospital where Serenity was fixing up an injured Zippleback. 
She looked up when her friends landed. Ruby and Harmony were dozing 
in the shade. 

>"Hello, " said Aurora. "Still busy huh? "<br>"Yeah, but I love my 
job," said Serenity. "Your armor finely came Tenor." She pointed to a 
massive crate next to the house. 

>"Yay!" said Tenor. He ran over to the crate and opened it with his 
claws and teeth. Re and Aurora helped him put on his sleek black 
armor. They saved the crown for Serenity. She left her work for a 

moment and put the crown on Tenor's head. The insignia gleamed in the 

grey light. He looked at his armor with pride. He looked down at his 
tailfins, which were now encased in sharp, steely blades . <br>"We are 
ready to sign the treaty now, " said Aurora, as Serenity went back to 
her patient. The three dragons took off and headed for the 
plaza . 

When they got to the Great Hall they found Stoic there with Gobber 
and Thornado. Re cleared his throat. 

>"Ah you've arived at last," said Gobber. "We have the treaty all 

ready for you."<br>"I want to read it first," said Re. "Just to make 

sure it's fair." Gobber handed him a long scroll of parchment. Re, 
Aurora, and Tenor put their heads together to read it. It stated that 

the Vikings would come to the dragon's aid, if the dragon's came to 

their aid. It also said that the dragons and Vikings would not harm 
each other and keep their own kind under control. 

>"So does this mean we have to stay on Berk?" Tenor wanted to 
know . <br>"Not all of us," said Re. "I have an arrangement all set up 
for that. One of us will stay on Berk, one of us will stay on Dragon 
Island, and the third one will be out on patrol. We will rotated 

through out the week. If something comes up we can contact each other 

with Hermes Dragons." 

>"I'll patrol at night," Tenor offered. "I'm supposed to be nocturnal 
anyway . "<br>"Fair enough," said Re. He put the parchment on the 
table. "We accept these terms." 

>"Splendid, " Stoic roared. The three dragons reached into a pocket in 
their armor and each pulled out a stamp that matched their 
scales . <br>"We can't use quills very well," Aurora explained. "So we 
sign with these." They each uncapped their stamp and slammed them 
onto the parchment under the writing, in unison. When they pulled 
their stamps back three symbols stood there in line; a green 
Draconian crest, one blue snowflake, and one black crescent moon 
surrounded by silver stars. 

>"That'll work," said Stoic, rolling up the parchment . <br>" If it's 
alright with you I will have at least one of us three here on Berk, " 
said Re. "Should something arise they can help you fight it off, 
while sending for the cavalry." 

>"I don't mind one bit," said Stoic. "Perhaps they can follow Hiccup 
when they go on dangerous missions . "<br>"That won't be necessary," 
said Re. "I will have one on Berk, one on Dragon Island, and one 
patrolling the archipelago." 

>"You know how to be well organized, " said Stoic slightly impressed. 
The three dragons put their stamps back in their pockets. At that 
moment Mulch and Bucket came in. They immediately told Stoic about 
the Berserkers. They all sat around the big fire pit in the center. 
Re, Aurora, and Tenor sat with them next to Thornado. They we 



discussing the Berserkers when Hiccup came in with Astrid, Fishlegs, 
and Toothless . <br>"Did you find out anything on the frozen dragon?" 
Stoic asked. 

>"Yeah we did," said Hiccup grimly. "It's a Skrill." The adults 
looked at each other for a moment . <br>"A dragon that can control 
lightning," said Re. "And be totally immune to a lightning bolt." 

>"It's the symbol of the Berserkers," said Stoic as they went 
outside. "If they get their hands on a Skrill they can destroy whole 
villages . "<br>"But it's frozen," Gobber pointed out. "How can a 
frozen dragon be of any threat?" 

>"They harness so much energy from lightning they can stay frozen for 
decades," said Fishlegs, quoting the Book of Dragons . <br>"Wow nothing 
gets through to these guys does it?" said Tenor. "Where is it?" 

>"In the Academy," said Hiccup . <br>"Do you think you could get it to 
leave Berk but stay away from the Berserkers?" Stoic asked Re as they 
went towards the arena. 

>"I can certainly try," said Re. "Most dragons don't listen to anyone 
when they're angry or upset, not even their own King." Suddenly there 
came a huge explosion from the arena. Everyone ran as fast as they 
could and reached the arena in seconds. It was filled with smoke. 

When it cleared, there stood the Skrill. It was black with silver on 
it underbelly and wings, and streaks of purple on it snout. It was 
larger than Toothless but smaller than Stormfly. Snotlout and the 
Twins stood as far away from it as possible. The Skrill began 
shooting lightning in all directions. It took off, zoomed out of the 
arena, and into the night. It moved so fast no one had time to react. 
Hiccup was not pleased with Snotlout and the Twins . <br>"We have to go 
after it," Hiccup said. "We can't let Dagur get his hands on it. Will 
you join us Re?" Re exchanged a look with Aurora and Tenor. 

>"Tenor will join you," Re said. "He's the fastest of us three, 

Aurora and I will be on standby." Tenor pranced excitedly. The riders 
quickly mounted their dragons and flew off. Tenor followed them. They 
flew in the direction the Skrill went, but they didn't see 
it . <p> 

They looked for an hour, some of the riders began to complain. 

>"How do we know where the Skrill went?" Snotlout snapped. "I'm 
getting hungry." This finally gave Hiccup an idea . <br>"Snotlout when 
you wake up what's the first thing you want to do?" he asked. 

>"Eat, " said Snotlout . <br>"Exactly, " said Hiccup, he turned to 
Fishlegs. "What's the Skrill 's food of choice?" Fishlegs thought 
hard . 

A few minuets later the riders landed in the sheep pastures, devoid 
of sheep. They asked the farmer if he had seen the Skrill. The man 
said yes and pointed in the direction he saw the Skrill go. The 
riders took off flew as fast as they could. Soon enough they spotted 
the Skrill dead ahead. 

>"Does the Skrill have any weaknesses?" Hiccup asked Fishlegs . <br>" It 
can't shoot any lightning when it's in the water," said Fishlegs. 
Hiccup turned to Tenor, who was looking rather bored. 

>"Tenor will you help me get into the water?" Hiccup asked. <br>"I 
would love to," said Tenor. 

>"But I want to try to train it first," said Hiccup. "I'll approach 
it alone, maybe if it see's only one dragon it won't fire." Tenor 
nodded. Hiccup clicked the stirrup and Toothless picked speed to 



catch up with the Skrill. They pulled alongside it. The Skirll looked 
at them, he didn't look happy . <br>"Hey there," Hiccup called in what 
he hoped was a friendly way. "You've been asleep along time, you must 
be hungry and cranky." Hiccup reached over to pet it. The Skrill 
sizzled and sped away. Hiccup rejoined the riders. 

>"What do we do now?" asked Snotlout. At that moment arrows whizzed 
passed them, followed by boulders. The riders looked down and saw 
three Berserker ships right below them. <br>"Tenor, do you think you 
could keep those ships busy while we find the Skrill?" asked Hiccup. 
Tenor roared and sped towards the ships . He dived at the ships and 
when he was in range, shot three plasma blasts. They hit the ships, 
causing their decks to explode. Tenor shot up into the clouds. He 
flew as fast as he could, zipping down to shoot the ships again every 
few minuets. He moved so fast they couldn't even turn to look at him 
quick enough. The Berserkers didn't stand a chance. Finally Tenor 
sunk all three ships, and left the survivors. He looked down at his 
victory, and smirked. Suddenly the Skrill shot by. Tenor followed it 
with his eyes. He then sped after it, as the sun came up. The Skrill 
vanished behind a set of sea stacks. Tenor put on a burst of speed 
and landed on the tallest sea stack. Below he saw another ship, 
pulled the bound up Skrill onto its deck. Tenor thought about sinking 
this one as well, but he didn't want to risk harming a fellow dragon. 
So as the ship sailed away. Tenor sped after it, flying high so he 
wouldn't be spotted. 


11. View to a Skrill (part 2) 

**View to a Skrill (part 2)** 

The Skrill was having the worst day of his life. The Outcasts and 
Breserkers had tied him up and muzzled him. Then he had to listen to 
Dagur and Alvin argue about who got the Skrill, like he was a 
valuable ship. The Skrill wriggled the best he could but it just 
resulted in him getting more ropes. Then far above the arena, the 
Skrill spotted a black shaped fly across the moon. He heard the 
whisper of the wind as the shadow passed. The Skrill waitied, but 
nothing happened. The Skrill wondered if he was seeing ghosts. 
Suddenly the humans began pulling the Skrill towards a cage in the 
wall on the arena. He tried to resist, but he was staring to run out 
of lightning. The humans managed to get him in a cage and locked up. 
The Skrill slumped to the floor in defeat. The humans left the arena, 
leaving two guards at the entrance. The torches went out and the 
Skrill was thrown into blackness. He lay there, wondering how he 
would get out of this mess. Then suddenly another black shape flew 
low over the arena, as quiet as an owl. Then a black dragon landed in 
front of the Skrill 's cage. 

>"Hello, " the dragon whispered. "What's your name? "<br>"My name is 
Flash," the Skrill managed to say through the muzzle. "What's yours?" 

>"Tenor, " said the dragon. He reached his talons through the bars of 
the cage and cut the muzzle off of Flash . <br>"Thank you," Flash said. 
"Can you get me out of here?" Tenor was about to answer when his 
sensitive hearing picked up the sound of voices heading towards the 
arena . 

>"Someone's coming," he whispered. "I'll try to help you the best I 
can." With that he vanished. He flew into the setting sun and perched 
on a tall rock overlooking the arena. It was dark up here so no one 
saw him. Then another black dragon landed next to him. Tenor spun 
around ready to blast whoever it was, but it was only his cousin and 



Tenor 


Hiccup. Tenor relaxed slightly . <br>"Don ' t scare me like that," 
said, annoyed. 

>"Sorry, " said Hiccup. "But did you find the Skrill?"<br>"Yes I did," 
said Tenor. "And I'm going to get him out of here first chance I 
get . " 

>"Did you find out what the Outcasts want with it?" Hiccup 
asked. <br>"From what I could hear Alvin wants to keep it locked up 
until Dagur helps him take over Berk," said Tenor. 

>"Dagur and Alvin?" said Hiccup unable to believe it. "Not the best 
combination . "<br>" It might turn into an advantage though," said 
Tenor. "They spend more time arguing than actually planning, they 
didn't even see me when I flew right over their heads." 

>"Either way we need to get that Skrill out of here, " said Hiccup, 
dismounting . <br>"What did you have in mind?" Tenor asked. "There are 
two guards at the arena entrance." 

>"Can you take them out?" asked Hiccup. "Then I can go in there and 
free the Skrill, you and Toothless can cover me." Tenor flexed his 
wings restlessly. Hiccup got back on Toothless and they flew down to 
the arena entrance. But when they got there they found the two guards 
already knocked out. Tenor looked rather disappointed. <br>"There went 
my fun evening, " he grumbled. They went into the arena and over to 
Flash's cage, they found it open and empty. 

>"It's gone," said Hiccup. "It must have gotten out somehow . "<br>"Or 
someone released him when my back was turned," said Tenor. 

>"We've got to find it before Dagur does," said Hiccup. He clicked 
the stirrup and Toothless took off. Tenor followed, and they flew out 
of the arena. They circled the island looking for Flash. What they 
found instead was Alvin's Outcast ship and Dagur ' s Berserker ship 
face to face. Both armadas stood nearby. Alvin and Dagur seemed to be 
arguing. Then Dagur raised his sail and Flash came out. He had a 
thick metal collar around his neck that had two ropes tied to it. 
Dagur held the ropes in his hands, giving him complete control over 
Flash. The Skrill 's wings sizzled with lightning. Dagur tugged on the 
ropes and Flash shot a bunch of lightning at the Outcasts . <br>" I ' m 
going down there," said Hiccup. "Will you cover me?" Tenor nodded and 
snarled with adrenaline. Hiccup clicked the stirrup and Toothless 
dived at the Berserker ship. Dagur changed his target at once. 
Toothless zoomed off and Dagur made Flash chase after him. Tenor 
circled over them, waiting for his moment to strike. The Night Fury 
and the Skrill landed on two separate rocks, facing each other. Tenor 
saw his chance. He landed as quietly as he could behind Dagur. 

Luckily Dagur was shouting so loud Tenor could have landed noisily 
and he wouldn't have been noticed. Like a panther Tenor crept up 
behind Dagur. He was tempted to bite Dagur with his poisonous teeth, 
but that wouldn't have been as fun. In one quick swing of his tail 
Tenor cut the ropes with the blades on his tailfins. Flash flew off 
and Dagur turned around. Dagur knew he was in checkmate, with two 
Night Furies on either side of him. Then he whipped out his sword and 
swiped it at Tenor. Tenor met the sword with his tailblades. With one 
more swift swing he chopped the sword in half. Dagur dropped it and 
Tenor pushed him into the ocean. He let out a triumphant roar. Then 
he joined Hiccup and Toothless. 

>"Where did you get those?" Hiccup asked, looking at Tenor's 
tailblades . <br>" I made them," Tenor said, flexing his tailfins and 
making a shink shink sound with the blades. "What do you say we get 
out of here?" 

>"Where did the Skrill go?" asked Hiccup, he scanned the 
sky . <br>"With luck as far from here as possible," said Tenor. He 
spread his wings and took off. Hiccup and Toothless followed. They 
flew back towards Berk as the sun came up. They flew as fast as they 



could, eager to be home. 


An hour later both dragons landed in the plaza. Tenor cantered up to 
Serenity's hospital. When he got there he found Re and Aurora 
sleeping under the tree, next to Ruby and Harmony. Serenity was up 
though, and there was Flash watching her sew up a hole in her riding 
jacket . 

>"Good morning," said Tenor. Serenity and Flash looked up . <br>"Tenor 
you're okay," Serenity cried. She jumped up and gave Tenor a big hug. 
Flash smiled. 

>"Thank you for rescuing me," he said. <br>"All in a night's work," 
Tenor said as Serenity let him go. She sat back in her chair. 

>"We were all so worried about you," she said. <br>"And that was quite 
a show you put on with your tail," said Flash. 

>"Thank you," said Tenor, flexing his tailfins again. "Um, how do you 
know Serenity? "<br>"We met a while ago," said Serenity, stroking 
Flash's snout. "You should get some rest, you look tired." Tenor 
yawned . 

>"Why are you up so early?" he asked. <br>"I was too worried about you 
to sleep," said Serenity. "What about you Flash?" 

>"I can stay for the night," Flash said. "No one's looking for me. 

But I just woke up from hibernation so I am not at all sleepy." Tenor 
jumped onto a branch of the apple tree hung upside down from it using 
his tail. He wrapped his large wings around him and was asleep in 
minuets . <p> 


12. The Flight Stuff 
**The Flight Stuff** 

It was Aurora's turn to patrol Berk this week. She flew through the 
sky in the late afternoon sun. She watched the sunset paint her blue 
scales scarlet. She flew over the training arena. It was deserted 
after the riders' day of Flight Club. Aurora descended towards the 
arena, appreciating the craftsmanship of the structure. At that 
moment one of the children of the village came riding into the arena 
on a sheep with wooden wings, and a flame thrower strapped to its 
back. Aurora scoffed at this. Like all dragons she thought sheep were 
the most boring animals in the world. She watched the two amateurs 
run in circles shooting fire. Aurora landed on the chain net over the 
arena. Suddenly the boy accidentally set a crate on fire. He jumped 
off the sheep, panicking. He tried in vain to blow the fire out. Then 
he was rescued by Hiccup and the other riders. Hiccup dumped a bucket 
of water on the fire then landed Toothless. 

>"Gustav how many time have we told you," he said, dismounting. "You 
can't play in here."<br>"I wasn't playing," Gustav argued. "I was 
dragon riding." Aurora tilted her head slightly at this, she admired 
the boy's dedication. She took off and landed at the entrance. She 
trotted into the arena. 

>"What's going on?" she asked. She came to a stop next to 
Toothless . <br>" I want to be a dragon rider," said Gustav. 

>"You no where near ready," said Hiccup, trying to be reasonable. 
Gustav looked very disappointed. <br>"And besides all the positions 
are taken," said Snotlout. With that Gustav and the riders headed 
home. Aurora watched them leave. Then she turned to he fallow 
dragons . 

>"How's Dragon Island these days?" asked Hookfang. <br>"Prosperous, " 
said Aurora. "How's Berk?" 

>"It's hanging in there," said Stormf ly . <br>"Though I have a 



confession to make your majesty," said Toothless. "I'm a bit afraid." 

>"Of what?" asked Aurora, kindly . <br>" It ' s me Dagur's after," 
Toothless said. "And I don't want to be caged again." 

>"That's nothing to be ashamed of," said Aurora. "Everyone is scared 
of something, I too live in fear of captivity. That's why Draconia 
remains hidden from humans. Just don't let it stop you from being a 
coward . "<br>" Isn ' t that the same thing?" asked Hookfang. 

>"No, being a coward means running away from the thing that scares 
you," said Aurora, wisely . "The opposite being that you're afraid of 
something and you look it in the eye. Dagur may be after your hide, 
but will that keep you from protecting your friends at any cost? I'll 
walk you home if want . "<br>"No thank you ma'am," said Stormfly. The 
dragons all turned and flew off. Aurora was nice enough to give 
Toothless a lift home, before heading to the Golden Apple Tree. She 
landed in it's golden shade and stretched. Serenity and her dragon 
family were spending the night on Dragon Island where a wild Nadder 
was having problems breathing. So the tree was Aurora's for the 
night. She took off her silver armor, but left her crown on. She laid 
down on the sweet smelling Dragonnip and fell asleep under the bright 
full moon. 

The next morning Aurora woke up to bright sunlight. She got up and 
started grooming her wings. At that moment Astrid came up her. 

>"Good morning Ms. Aurora," she said. <br>"Hello, " said Aurora, her 
head was still under her left wing. "What brings you up here?" 

>"Hiccup wants to have a Dagur meeting and we were wondering if you 
would join us," said Astrid. <br>"Sure, I'll be there in a minuet," 
said Aurora. Astrid left and Aurora continued grooming her wings. 

When she finished she put her armor back on. She took off and headed 
for the arena. She landed at the entrance and walked inside. The 
others were there already. The riders seemed to be arguing about 
something. Aurora went to stand next to her subjects. 

>"What's going on?" she asked sitting on her haunches . <br>"Snotlout 
keeps saying he's going to drop dead at any moment," said Stormfly. 
"He says he's seen the five signs of Valhalla or something, and he 
says he wants Gustav to take is place." 

>"You don't have to stay if you don't want to your majesty," said 
Meatlug. "I don't think they'll get back on track today . "<br>"Oh I've 
been waiting for excitement all week," said Aurora. Suddenly a dead 
chicken dropped from the sky. Snotlout was now fully convinced he was 
going to die. 

"How do you put up with him?" Stormfly asked Hookfang. The Nightmare 
just shrugged. 

>"I clamp my jaws around him, it works every time," he said. He went 
over and picked up the dead chicken. He brought it back and set it 
down in front Aurora . <br>"For you your majesty," he said. 

>"That's very kind of you," she said. She roasted the chicken and bit 
off its head. Then she pulled it apart and distributed it among the 
dragons . <br>"Where ' s Tenor these days?" Toothless asked. "I haven't 
seen him in a while." 

>"He's nocturnal," Aurora reminded him. "He never flys in the daytime 
unless there's an emergency or we're traveling. But you will most 
likely run into him when you go on scouting missions." At that moment 
the riders came up to their dragons . <br>"We ' re going to Outcast 
Island, to see what Dagur's up to," said Hiccup. "Will you come 
Aurora? " 



>"Sure, " said Aurora, shuffling her wings. Snotlout, Gustav, and 
Hookfang stayed behind while the others flew towards Outcast 
Island. <p> 

They flew for hours. The sun was setting by the time they reached the 
island. They found a tall sea stack that looked down at the village. 
They couldn't see much through the trees but didn't dare get a better 
spot. Hiccup looked through his spyglass. 

>"It looks like they're building something," he reported. "But I 
can't tell what it is . "<br>"Should we destroy it?" asked Fishlegs. 

>"No, " said Hiccup. "We'll keep an eye on it and if it's something we 
need to worry about then we'll get rid of it." He turned Toothless 
around and took off. The others followed. <p> 

They went back to Berk and landed in the plaza. 

>"If you'd like I can have Tenor patrol that area," Aurora offered. 
"He can keep an eye on the Berserkers for you . "<br>"Good idea," said 
Hiccup. "Thanks." 

>"I'll be right back," said Aurora, and she took off again. She flew 
towards Dragon Island hoping to catch Tenor before he went on night 
patrol. She flew as fast as she could. Luckily the wind was on her 
side and she reached the island in no time. She flew right into the 
throne room. She saw Serenity asleep in her chair, looking so tired. 
She woke up when Aurora landed. <br>"Where ' s Tenor?" Aurora asked. 
Without a word Serenity pointed to a ledge right above the entrance. 
Aurora could hardly see the black dragon asleep in the shadows. His 
tail was dangling over the edge and swinging back and forth. 

>"Tenor get up!" Aurora called up to him. Tenor opened his eyes and 
looked down at her. He yawned. <br>"I have a job for you," said 
Aurora . 

>"I'm listening," said Tenor. <br>"I want you to fly over Outcast 
Island," said Aurora. "Hiccup spotted them building something big and 
he wants someone to keep an eye on it in case it's a threat. And I 
want you to report back to me on Berk every morning." 

>"Isn't everything Dagur does a threat?" Tenor asked, scratching his 
ears like a dog. "Besides Berk already has a Night Fury, why not just 
use him?" Aurora snarled causing Tenor to jump to his feet. He glided 
down and landed in front of Aurora . <br>" I will not have you insulting 
our subjects," she scolded. Serenity giggled softly. 

>"Alright I'm going," Tenor said. He turned around and flew out the 
door. Aurora turned to Serenity . <br>"Where ' s your Nadder patient?" 
she asked. 

>"Cured, " said Serenity, throwing her hands up in triumph. "He was 
only choking on a few fish bones. I was waiting for Tenor to wake up 
and take me back to Berk before he went on night patrol, I didn't 
want to wake him up . "<br>"You ' re far too good to us," Aurora said. "I 
can take you back to Berk if you want." 

>"Alright, " said Serenity. She got up and mounted the Queen. She 
turned and flew out the door . <br>They got back to Berk rather late. 
Aurora landed next to the apple tree and Serenity dismounted. Ruby 
and Harmony were already asleep on the tree branches, back from a 
long day of fishing. Serenity went into her room in the tree trunk, 
and Aurora laid down on the grass and spread her wings out onto the 
grass to let them cool down. She fell asleep almost at once. 

The next morning Gustav walked through the village on his way to the 
woods, where he plan to train his own dragon. Yesterday Hiccup had 
again denied him the chance to be a Dragon Rider, so he was going to 



take matters into his own hands. He went through the quiet plaza and 
up to the hospital, behind which was the bridge that led into the 
woods. When he reached the apple tree he spotted the Dragon Queen 
asleep on the grass, blocking the way to the bridge. Gustav tiptoed 
passed the Queen, so he didn't wake her and make her mad. He went 
inches passed her head, watching her eye. He got all the way passed 
the Queen when she stirred. Gustav quickly hid behind the tree as the 
Queen opened her silver eyes. She sat up and looked around. Gustav 
slid out of sight, a movement spotted by the Queen. 

>"I can smell you you know," she said. "What are you doing up 
here?"<br>"I was just going for a walk," said Gustav. "To look for a 
dragon . " 

>"There are many Dragons in the village," the Queen said.<br>"I want 
to find my own dragon to ride," said Gustav. "Hiccup won't let me in 
the academy so I'm going to train my own Dragon." The Queen sniffed. 

>"Okay then," she said, before going back to sleep. She was planning 
to meet Tenor and the other Dragons and riders. She didn't want to 
put up with the younger Vikings. Gustav ran into the 
woods . <p> 

Aurora slept a few more minuets then got up for the day. Serenity, 
Ruby, and Harmony were up already and eating breakfast. 

>"Good morning you majesty, " said Harmony, as she groomed the tree 
leaves out of her feathers. "Do you want breakfast?"<br>"No thank you 
Harmony," said Aurora. "I'll eat out at sea." She spread her wings 
and flew off towards the arena. When she landed the Dragons and 
riders were there already there and so was Tenor. They were still 
being pestered by Snotlout about the signs of Valhalla. The riders 
ignored him. 

>"Did you find anything on Outcast Island?" Astrid asked. <br>"I saw 
them building something, it looked like a cannon of some sort, " Tenor 
said. "I don't know what it dose exactly, but I think it's supposed 
to shoot down Dragons, very typical." 

>"Did Dagur say what he was going to do with it?" asked Hiccup . <br>" I 
don't think he's going to use it to attack Berk," said Tenor. "By the 
sound of it he was going to use it for something else." He looked at 
Toothless. "If I were I wouldn't go back there for a while." 

>"Thanks Tenor," said Hiccup. Tenor nodded once and flew out the 
door, and headed for Dragon Island. No sooner had he gone then Gustav 
came riding in on a wild, juvenile. Monstrous Nightmare. He was 
barely hanging on, the young Dragon was trying to get the human off 
him. It finally flung him down in front of Hiccup . <br>"Gustav what 
are you doing?" Hiccup asked. 

>"You said you didn't have time to train me," Gustav explained. "So I 
found my own Dragon. Everyone I'd like you all to meet my Dragon, 
Fanghook." The young Nightmare was running in circles around the 
arena. Until he saw the older Dragons and the Queen. He ran over to 
them. <br>"Hello friends," he said. "I'm Fanghook." The older dragons 
looked at each other, unsure of what to do about this. 

>"What do you think boss?" Hookfang asked Toothless . <br>" I have a 
rider now, so I can join your group and be famous, " said Fanghook 
proudly . 

>"We're not famous because we have riders," said Toothless. "We've 
spent two years building up a solid relationship with our riders. We 
had to create a bond that runs on trust . "<br>"So I can't join your 
group?" said Fanghook sadly. 

>"You are not ready hatchling," said Toothless. "We're still learning 
ourselves . "<br>" Just a minuet boss," said Hookfang. "I have been 



listening to Snotlout go on about how he's going to die any second. 
Perhaps we could show him how easily he can be replaced, Fanghook 
might be the perfect choice." He winked at Toothless. The Night Fury 
considered. He looked over at the riders, who seemed to have the same 
idea . 

>"Very well hatchling," he said. "You're in." He went over and stood 
next to Hiccup. He shot a black spot on the ground and Hiccup drew an 
X in the soot with his metal leg.<br>"Fly around the arena and land 
on this mark, " Hiccup said. Gustav mounted Fanghook who was rearing 
to go. They took off around the arena once, and very sloppily, then 
crashed to the ground a mile from the mark. 

>"Good job hatchling," said Toothless . <br>Next the riders set up 
three barrels with bulls eyes on them for Fanghook to fire at. The 
young Dragon shot fire out, but missed all three targets and instead 
hit a sheep. 

> "Not bad," said Hiccup . <br>"Awesome, " said Astrid. Snotlout scoffed. 

>"Let's see how he does on one of our obstacle courses," he 
smirked . <p> 

Hiccup, Snotlout, Gustav, and all their Dragons flew towards the 
easiest obstacle course Hiccup had made up. While Hiccup and 
Toothless watched, Snotlout and Hookfang led Gustav and Fanghook 
through the course. However Gustav and Fanghook lasted only three 
minuets. They brought a knocked out Gustav back to the arena with 
Fanghook following. Back at the arena Astrid dumped water on Gustav 
to bring him around. That's when Snotlout realized that they were 
doing it to convince him that he wasn't dying and he wasn't happy. 
Then they all found out that the signs of Valhalla Snotlout saw were 
just the Twins playing a prank. That ment that Gustav and Fanghook 
were no longer needed. They left the arena. 

>"Poor hatchling," said Stormfly. "I feel bad for him."<br>"Me too," 
said Toothless. "Perhaps I'll let him in the group in one or two 
years." Then Stoic came in. 

>"Hiccup Trader Johan has come to town, " he said. "He says he heard 
the Berserkers talking about a new weapon they've built . "<br>"That 
must have been what Tenor saw last night," said Hiccup. "He said he 
couldn't make out what Dagur was going to do with it." 

>"I want you to fly over there and see what it is," said Stoic. "But 
don't engage the enemy this is only a scouting mission." With that he 
left. Outside Gustave turned to Fanghook looking mischievous. Hiccup, 
Astrid, and Snotlout got on their Dragons . <br>"Are you coming 
Aurora?" Astrid asked. 

> " N o , " Aurora said. "Tenor will still be patrolling those skies, he 
will help you." She watched them all fly away before heading out to 
sea for fishing. <p> 

The riders flew high over the clouds. The sun was setting. By the 
time they reached Outcast Island the moon and stars were out. The 
Dragons landed on a sea stack looking down at the village. They were 
joined by Tenor who had spotted them coming in. Hiccup sent Astrid 
and Stormfly out as decoys while Hiccup and Snotlout got a closer 
look at the weapon. Tenor began circling the sky above the village, 
providing cover fire. He watched the two Dragons fly closer to the 
weapon. Then the Berserkers attacked and outnumbered the Dragons, 
indicating that Dagur hadn't fallen for the decoy. The Dragons fought 
the best they could, with the help of Astrid. Then Dagur fired the 
weapon at Toothless and trapped him in a net. In the distance Tenor 
spotted another rider flying towards the island. Tenor flew towards 
them, and recognized Gustav from the village. He pulled along side 



him. 

>"Hey I need your help in fighting off these Berserkers, " Tenor 
said. <br>"What do you need us to do?" asked Gustav, his voice shaking 
a little. 

> " A1 1 I need you to do is distract the Berserkers while I free the 
riders and their Dragons," Tenor ordered. "Then we'll destroy the 
weapon . "<br>"But that's too scary," Gustav protested, and Fanghook 
seemed to agree. 

>"You shouldn't have come out here if you didn't want to fight," 

Tenor said. "Now come on we're running out of time." He flew down to 
the Dragons and Fanghook reluctantly followed. Fanghook shot fire at 
the Berserkers, causing them to scatter. Tenor flew towards Dagur who 
was towering over Hiccup and Toothless, still caught in the net. 

Dagur turned to this new threat . <br>"You again!" he roared. He 
sneered and held his ax over Toothless. "One wrong move Dragon." 

Tenor stood there swishing his tail back and forth threateningly. He 
slowly began to walk around Dagur to the other side of the next, 

Dagur watched him every move. Then when the net was in between them. 
Tenor made his move. 

>"Look a meteor shower," he said pointing at the sky. And Dagur fell 
for it. He turned his back for one minuet and Tenor shot a plasma 
ball at him, knocking him back. This gave Tenor the opportunity to 
free Hiccup and Toothless with a swift swing of his claws. Hiccup and 
Toothless wasted no time in escaping. They flew off and Tenor 
followed. They joined the other riders as they blew up the weapon. 
With that done all the riders and Dragons flew away back towards 
Berk . <br>"Thanks for your help back there," said Hiccup. "Again." 

> "No problem," Tenor said. "I like fighting bad guys, it is such 
fun."<br>"Do you think you could show us some of your battle 
strategies?" Hiccup asked. 

>"Sure, " said Tenor. "I think I could spare a few secrets." He 
chuckled quietly. They picked up speed as Berk came into 
view . <p> 

The next day at the arena. Hiccup told Stoic about the trap. After 
Stoic left the riders spotted Gustav looking rather quiet in the 
corner. Tenor was standing nearby, it was now his turn to patrol 
Berk. He watched the riders approach Gustav. 

>"I guess this means I can't be a Dragon Rider," he said softly. 
Hiccup looked back at his friends . <br>"He did make a nice wingman, " 
Tenor said, encouragingly. Hiccup considered. 

>"Tell you what Gustav, " he said. "How about we make you are first 
backup rider in training." This seemed to make Gustave a lot 
happier . <br>"But there are rules," Hiccup said. "You have to study 
hard, and no more unauthorized Dragon Riding. Niether of you are 
ready . " 

>"Okay, " said Gustav, jumping up and down. Fanghook looked happier as 
well. Tenor watched all this until he got bored. He flew out of the 
arena and up to the apple tree. He was very tired after a night of 
fighting. Serenity was already up and stitching up the wound of a 
Typhoomerang . She greeted Tenor rather quickly as he landed next to 
Ruby and Harmony. Tenor laid down in the shade and yawned. <br>"So 
what happened last night?" Ruby asked. "I bet it was awesome." 

>"It was awesome," said Tenor. "I believe the small human will be 
joining the Riders of Berk in a few years . "<br>"Oh good for him," 
said Harmony. "It's always good to start young." Tenor rolled onto 
his side. 

>"Also I've been asked to teach some of my fighting secrets to the 
riders," he said. "And it looks like they could use it."<br>"You are 



a very good fighter Tenor," said Ruby. "I bet anyone would want to 
learn your fighting secrets." Tenor chuckled and closed his eyes. 


>"I totally look forward to beating the Berserkers some more," he 
said. With that he fell into a well earned sleep. <p> 


13. Free Scauldy 
**Free Scauldy** 

The riders had joined Re on patrol to look for the Screaming Death. 
Re, Hiccup, Fishlegs, and the Twins had gone one way, while Astrid 
and Snotlout went another. Re liked it when the riders joined him in 
the sky, unlike Tenor who preferred to fly alone. Re led the way 
through the Archipelago as they went towards the last stop on the 

patrol. Changwing Island, or as the Changwings called it, the Isle of 

Change . 

>"You know you can go back to Dragon Island," said Hiccup to Re. "I'm 
sure Astrid would apriciate the help . "<br>"You sure?" Re asked. 

>"Yeah, we'll be heading that way ourselves once we're done with 
Changwing Island," said Hiccup . <br>"Okay, " said Re. "See you guys 
later." He turned away and flew back towards Dragon Island. He picked 

up speed and flew higher. While he flew towards the island he kept 

his eyes out for the Screaming Death. 

He soon saw Dragon Island and headed for the main cave. He suddenly 
spotted Astrid and Snotlout and flew up to them. Astrid seemed way 
too happy to see Re. 

>"Everything ' s secure here," she said. <br>"Thank you," said Re. They 
all landed in front of the main cave and the two riders dismounted. 
Serenity and Ruby came out when they heard the dragons land. 

>"I thought you on Berk," said Re . <br>"Aurora was getting lonely," 
said Ruby. "The other dragons are out fishing." 

>"I see," said Re. He flew up to the top of a flat rock, here he 
could keep a look out for the others . <br>"Where ' s Hiccup and the 
others?" asked Astrid. 

>"The Isle of Change," said Re. "It's their last stop . "<br>"The Isle 
of Change?" said Astrid. 

>"Changwing Island to you, " Re clarified. At that moment Aurora 
joined them. <br>"Hey Aurora can I can I ask you something?" Astrid 
asked . 

>"Sure, " said Aurora . <br>" In privet," Astrid asked. The two of them 
walked a little ways from everyone. 

>"What is it?" Aurora asked, sitting on her haunches . <br>"Snotlout 
has been driving me crazy all day, " Astrid said. "What to know how to 
shut him up, can you help me?" 

>"What did he say exactly?" Aurora asked. <br>"He wants me and him to 
be a couple," said Astrid. "And he won't take no for an answer." 
Aurora tried not to laugh. 

>"If you want to get rid of him, then give him exactly what he 
wants," said Aurora . <br>"What ? " Astrid asked. 

>"It's called reverse psychology," said Aurora. "You tell him he's 
won you over and give him exactly what he wants. You might be 
surprised. "<br>"Oh I get it," said Astrid. "Thanks." Aurora smiled 
then turned and headed back to Re. She landed next to him on the flat 
rock . 

>"What was that all about?" Re asked, getting to his feet . <br>"Girl 
stuff," said Aurora. Re let that slide. He jumped down to where the 



others were. 

>"Shouldn't they be here by now?" he said. <br>"Yeah looks like Hiccup 
is late again," said Astrid with a sigh. 

>"Maybe one of their dragons is injured," said Serenity . <br>"We 
should go find them, " said Astrid. 

>"We'll go with you," said Aurora. "But someone should stay here and 
keep an eye out for the Screaming Death. Tenor's patrolling 
Berk . "<br>" I ' 11 stay here," Ruby volunteered. "You should take 
Serenity with you incase her theory is correct." Serenity ran in and 
got her medical bag, she put it on Re's saddle and mounted him. They 
took off and headed for Changwing Island. On the way Snotlout began 
bugging Astrid again. She tried Aurora's suggestion, and to her 
surprise it worked. Snotlout was confused about Astrid' s sudden 
change of mind. Now it was him telling her to leave him alone. Astrid 
shot a quick look of thanks to Aurora, who smiled back at her. 

On Changwing Island the riders had found a Scauldron stranded on 
land, and had gotten his wing stuck under a pile of rocks. Hiccup was 
approaching it carefully, while the others watched. 

>"Hey pal," Hiccup said gently. "How did you get yourself in this 
mess." The Scauldron growled and narrowed his eyes. Then he filled 
his gullet with water. Toothless got Hiccup out of the way before the 
Scauldron hit him with boiling water. Hiccup rejoined the 
others . <br>"That didn't work," said Hiccup. 

>"If the Scauldron won't let us help him," said Fishlegs slowly. 

"Then what can we do?" Hiccup looked back at the helpless sea dragon. 
He wanted to help it, but Fishlegs had a point . <br>"You ' re right 
Fishlegs," Hiccup said. "We can't help this dragon without endagering 
ourselves or our dragons." With that the riders got on their dragons 
and lifted off the ground. However Toothelss, Meatlug, and the 
Zippleback all looked at the Scauldron and took pity on the helpless 
creature. He was thrashing around and calling for help. The three 
dragons landed again, ignoring their riders' protests. 

>"Looks like the dragons don't want us to leave either," said 
Fishlegs. The Twins tried to roughly get their Zippleback to take off 
but Barf and Belch just flung them off. Ruffnut landed in the 
Scauldron' s shadow. She looked up at the sea dragon, rather nervous. 
She got to her feet, the dragon watched her every move. Then the 
Scauldron lowered his head and sniffed her. He didn't seem so scared 
for the moment. Ruffnut stayed stiller than she ever had in her 
life . <br>"What is it about her hair that the Scauldron is attracted 
to?" Hiccup wondered out loud. 

>"Who would want to smell her hair, it's full of fish oil," said 
Tuf fnut . <br>"Maybe because the Scauldron lives in the ocean the smell 
of fish oil reminds him of home," said Fishlegs. Hiccup turned back 
to Ruffnut, and shouted his suggestion. 

>"You want me to what?" said Ruffnut . <br>"Train the Scauldron," 

Hiccup said again. 

>"How?" said Ruffnut . <br>"Try giving him a name," Hiccup instructed. 
Ruffnut thought a minuet. 

>"How about Scauldy?" she said. <br>"Perfect , " said Hiccup. "Now talk 
to him." Ruffnut looked at Scauldy, starting to relax a bit. 

>"Hi Scauldy," she said, with bravado. The dragon blinked and growled 
softly . <br>"Okay that was good," said Hiccup. "Talk to him again, but 
this time hold your hand out, like this." He demonstrated and for 
some odd reason Fishlegs put his face in Hiccup's hand, casusing 
Hiccup to pull his hand back rather quickly. 

>"Fishlegs!" he scolded. <br>"Sorry, " said Fishlegs, embarassed. 
Toothless shot him a look that said 'don't ever do that again.' 
Fishlegs walked off to keep a look out for Changwings . Hiccup turned 



his attention back to Ruffnut and Scauldy. Ruffnut copied Hiccup and 
Scauldy let her touch his snout. Once Ruffnut realized what just 
happened her whole demeanor changed, she felt much calmer. 

>"He Scauldy," she said softly. She continued to pet him and talk to 
him, while the other three got the rocks off Scauldy ' s wing. When he 
was freed Scauldy looked down at his wing and tried to move it, and 
was hit by a wave of pain. He roared in pain, but was calmed by 
Ruffnut. Suddenly five Changwing scouts materialized around the 
Scauldron. They had snuck up when everyone was focused on Scauldy. 
They began moving in. The riders' dragons, and Scauldy, made 
themselves ready to fight the Changewings . Then suddenly a jet of 
fire came out of the sky. Everyone looked up. Astrid, Snotlout, and 
all the dragons they were traveling with landed next to Scauldy, who 
started growling again. Ruffnut calmed him. <br>"What have we told you 
about playing with wild Changwings?" Astrid scolded. 

>"We're trying to keep them away from Scauldy," Hiccup explained. 

"His wing is broken . "<br>"Can you help him Serenity?" Ruffnut asked. 
Serenity got off Re and pulled her medical bag off the saddle, she 
then reached into the saddlebags and pulled out a cod. She approched 
Scauldy, Ruffnut backed off. Scauldy lowered his head to Serenity. 

>"Hi there," she whispered, her voice was tender. "Are you 
okay? "<br>"My wing hurts," said Scauldy. "But other then that I'm 
okay." Serenity gave him the fish, which he ate gratefully. Re and 
Aurora took off to get water, after ordering the Changwings away. 
Serenity went around to Scauldy 's hurt wing and knelt down to inspect 
it. She could feel a lot of heat around the break. She noticed when 
Scauldy flinched, indicating the spot that hurt, near the tip. 
Serenity opened her bag and pulled out a syringe and a bottle of 
anesthetics. She filled the syringe. 

>"Try to keep still," she told Scauldy. The sea dragon looked away as 
Serenity gave him the anesthetics. Scauldy groaned as the pain in his 
wing slowly went away, replaced with a heavy numbness. The riders 
helped keep Scauldy wet when Re and Aurora came back with sea water, 
while Serenity fixed his wing. The Changewings stayed away while the 
riders helped Scauldy. Serenity fixed the break and then began to 
stitch up the gash she made in the wing. When it was all closed up 
Serenity filled another syringe with Night Fury saliva, and injected 
it into the skin so it would heal more quickly. Then she put a 
special waterproof bandage over the stitching and put a splint on 
it . <br>"There you go all done," she anounced putting her things away. 
Scauldy moved his wing, and it did feel better. 

>"That was quick," said Hiccup . <br>"Thank you," Serenity said. She 
put her bag back onto Re's saddle. Then she turned back to Scauldy. 

>"Please come see me in fourteen days, " she said. "So I can have my 
splint back and I can take those stitches out . "<br>"Thank you 
Serenity," said Scauldy. He slowly got to his feet. 

The riders got on their dragons and escorted Scauldy back to the 
ocean. He splashed into the water, happy to be home. He followed the 
riders all the way back to Berk, then headed his own way after saying 
good bye to Ruffnut. The riders headed home. Re and Aurora headed 
back to Dragon Island. 


14 . Frozen 


**Frozen** 



Berk was facing its coldest freeze yet. The Vikings mostly stayed in 
the Great Hall, except the riders who where stuck in the Academy. Re 
was supposed to return to Dragon Island two weeks ago, but was 
grounded by the weather. Aurora, Tenor, Serenity, Ruby, and Harmony 
were all on Dragon Island sheltering in the warm volcano, not wanting 
to go out into such a freeze. Inside the Academy the riders and 
dragons were starting to go mad from being stuck inside for two weeks 
straight. Even Hiccup couldn't was getting bored. 

Then one night as the freeze began to weaken. Stoic made his way to 
the Academy. He burst into the large dragon cage where the riders 
were keeping warm. 

>"It's cold out there," said Stoic. "Worst freeze in the history of 
Berk . "<br>"What brings you to the Academy?" Hiccup asked, hoping it 
was good news . 

>"Trader Johann hasn't come into port," said Stoic. "I think he might 
be stuck out at sea . "<br>" I ' 11 go find him," Hiccup volunteered, far 
too quickly. "Toothless is good at finding things in the dark, he's 
the perfect dragon for the job." Toothless crooned in agreement. 

Stoic rolled his eyes. 

>"Close the door on your way out," he said as he left. Hiccup saddled 
Toothless and went out into the storm. Hiccup and Toothless were so 
desperate to get out that they didn't even care about the 
temperature. They took off over the ocean, which had frozen into big 
sheets of ice.<br>"Wow I've never seen the ocean frozen solid 
before," said Hiccup. Toothless began using his sonar to find 
Johann's ship. The storm soon let up at last and a thin ribbon of 
daylight appeared. Toothless found the ship easily and flew down to 
it . 

>"Master Hiccup!" Johann cried happily. "You're a welcome sight for 
these weary eyes." Toothless landed on the deck and Johann mounted 
him behind Hiccup, and they took off again. The sun rose higher and 
higher as they flew back to Berk. Johann began ranting on about his 
adventures, which neither Hiccup nor Toothless found too 
interest ing . <p> 

It took another two hours to get back to get back to Berk. The sun 
came and brought the freeze to a halt. As Toothless approached Berk 
the three of them spotted Aurora also heading for Berk. She spotted 
them and flew alongside them. 

>"What brings you to Berk?" asked Hiccup . <br>"Re is overdue," Aurora 
said. "I'm coming to see if he and the other dragons made it through 
the freeze." The two dragons picked up speed and landed in the plaza. 
Hiccup and Johann got off Toothless. They looked around the village, 
which was dead quiet. There wasn't a soul in sight. 

>"Huh, " said Johann. "Not the welcome I'm accustomed to . "<br>"Where 
is everyone?" Hiccup asked. They split up and looked for any sings of 
life. But everything was so still, and that scared Hiccup. He checked 
his house, the Great Hall, and the Academy, all empty. They rejoined 
Johann and Aurora in the plaza. 

>"Did you find anything?" Hiccup asked. <br>"No, " said Aurora. "Even 
the dragons seemed to have vanished." Suddenly a noise came from 
Fishlegs's house. Hiccup and Toothless went to investigate. Johann 
and Aurora waited outside. Aurora paced up and down the plaza, 
swinging her tail. She hoped Re was okay. 

>"So you are the Queen of the dragons huh?" said Johann . <br>"Yes I 
am, " said Aurora, looking over her shoulder at him. 

>"Taking the place of that Red Death?" said Johann . <br>" I was Queen 
long before she was," said Aurora. At that moment Hiccup and 
Toothless came back out, followed by Fishlegs. Aurora trotted over to 



them . 

>"What happened?" she asked. <br>"Speed Stingers go onto Berk," said 
Hiccup. "They have a sting on the end of their tails that can 
paralyze their victims. My father and everyone are at the Cove." Then 
Fishlegs looked up at his roof where Meatlug stood like a statue, 
unable to move. Aurora flew up to her and pushed her off the roof, 
knowing that she could survive such a small drop. Aurora flew back to 
the ground and helped get Meatlug into wheelbarrow. They then began 
the long silent trek towards the Cove. Hiccup had made this trip many 
times before, but this time felt like the longest. The sun shone down 
on them all, making Aurora's blue scales as shiny as her crown. 

Soon they reached the Cove. It looked the same, though the pond was 
frozen. It was filled with statues of Vikings and dragons. Aurora 
flew down and landed next to the pond and waited for the others. When 
they came they split up to look for survivors. Hiccup looked around 
and spotted his dad standing on rock holding a sword over his head, 
completely paralyzed. Next to Stoic was Thornado, who cave Hiccup a 
look of sympathy. Behind Stoic was Re, also paralyzed. The Dragon 
King was rearing up, balanced by his tail. His claws were fully 
extended, his wings were open, his neck was arched, and his mouth was 
wide open in a silent snarl. The sun glinted of his golden crown. 

When Aurora saw him she ran to his side. 

>"Re? Can you here me?" she asked. Re could only move his pupils to 
look at her. He could also growl. Aurora nuzzled his neck. At that 
moment Astrid and the rest of the riders reunited with Hiccup, all 
too happy to see him. They were all fine, including Snotlout who was 
also paralyzed, but that suited him as far as the other riders were 
concerned. Re growled to get Aurora's attention. She looked at him 
and he looked up at the sky. Aurora looked up to see Tenor flying 
towards the Cove. He landed next to a small pavilion made of a tree's 
roots . <br>"Why are you out in the daytime?" Hiccup asked. 

>"Couldn't sleep," Tenor said. He trotted over to Aurora and 
Re . <br>"Thank you for coming Tenor," Aurora said. 

>"It's been a while since we hung out isn't it?" Tenor said. "Just 
the three of us . "<br>"How ' s everyone back at Dragon Island?" Aurora 
asked . 

>"Great, " said Tenor. "Ruby and Harmony are talking more and more 
about retirement . "<br>"What are they going to do about Serenity?" 
Aurora asked. 

>"She plans to spend the winters with them and the summers with us, " 
said Tenor . <br>"Wonderful, " said Aurora. "Now we can focus on the 
Speed Stingers." She turned to Re, and nuzzled him again. Then she 
and Tenor joined the riders. 

>"What is your plan?" Aurora asked Hiccup . <br>"The Speed Stingers 
only come out at night," said Hiccup. "We need to find where they 
sleep before sun set. Then we can capture their leader and use him to 
lure the rest of them off Berk." 

>"The Stingers have good taste," said Tenor. The riders got on their 
dragons, Snotlout had to ride behind the back up rider Gustav on 
Hookfang. They took off and split up. Tenor followed Hiccup and 
Toothless and Astrid and Stormfly. Aurora followed Fishlegs and the 
Twins. Snotlout, Gustav and Hookfang went by themselves. They looked 
all over Berk, looking in every cave. When they didn't find the 
Stingers they met up again in the plaza . <br>"No sign of them," said 
Hiccup . 

>"They're much smaller than us," said Tenor. "Perhaps they went into 
a cave with a smaller entrance . "<br>"Did we check every cave?" Astrid 
asked. Snotlout suddenly looked rather uneasy. 



>"Snotlout? Did you check your caves?" Hiccup asked. <br>"He fell off 
his dragon and we spent an hour getting him out of the sand, " said 
Gustav, before Snotlout even opened his mouth. Hiccup groaned in 
frustration . 

>"Come on, we're running out of time," he said. The riders went back 
out and flew to the cave Snotlout was supposed to check. When they 
got there the sun was setting faster. As they approached the cave the 
dragons became restless. Tenor and Aurora stayed in the air as cover 
fire. Hiccup, Fishlegs, and Toothless went inside the cave, and sure 
enough there were the Speed Stingers. They looked like green 
roadrunners with the head of a shark, a tall webbed fin on top of 
their heads, and a red stinger on the end of their tails. There were 
thousands of them in the cave . <br>"There ' s the leader," said 
Fishlegs. He pointed to a slightly larger than the rest. He had a red 
fin and red stripes. He was hanging upside down from a stalactite. 
Hiccup shot a bola from his shield and it wrapped tightly around the 
leader . 

>"Got him," Hiccup whispered triumphantly. Toothless jumped onto a 
rock, clamped the leader in his jaws, and brought it down to Hiccup. 
They slowly began to drag it out towards where Astrid had a cage 
waiting. They kept looking back at the Stinger, checking to make sure 
he was still asleep. But as they came out of the cave the dragon 
opened his red eyes and growled. Hiccup and Fishlegs froze, waiting 
for him to make his move. The leader used the sting on his tail to 
cut the ropes. He sprang to his feet and called for his followers. 
Then he attacked Hiccup and Fishlegs. He went to stab them with his 
tail, but Toothless shot a plasma blast at him and he missed. Hiccup 
and Fishlegs ran out of the way while Toothless fought the lead 
Stinger. The leader turned to his followers, but before they could do 
anything their way was blocked by a jet of blue fire. With the leader 
isolated Hiccup and Toothless fought him towards the cage. The 
Stinger was fast, but so was the Night Fury. Then Aurora flew down 
and shot more blue fire between the Stinger and the riders. Then she 
shot more blue fire in a ring so the Stinger was alone with the cage. 
She then dive bombed the Stinger and forced him into the cage. She 
closed the door and locked it . <br>"Thanks Aurora," said Hiccup. Then 
the lead Stinger called to his followers. They jumped over the 
barricade of fire and overwhelmed the riders. Aurora reared up and 
let out the loudest roar the riders had every heard. The Stingers 
stopped where they were. Aurora then turned to the leader and he saw 
her crown. 

>"Your majesty," he said, surprised. "I didn't know you were in the 
area . "<br>"But you did know the King was here right?" Aurora asked 
sternly. "You paralyzed him." She began to walk in circles around the 
cage. The lead Stinger thought back a few hours, and realized who she 
was talking about. 

>"You mean the tall green dragon?" he asked. <br>"Yes with the golden 
crown," said Aurora. 

>"0h I'm so sorry your majesty," the Stinger said humbly. "I might 
have stung him by accident . "<br>"That ' s why you're in a cage right 
now," said Aurora. "I don't want any more of those." 

>"Are you going to charge me with treason?" the Stinger asked. But at 
that moment Stoic came riding in on Thornado, Re right behind 
them. <br>"Dad you're okay," said Hiccup relieved. 

>"You didn't thing I'd let you have all the fun did you?" said Stoic. 
He stepped over the ring of blue fire and looked the lead Stinger in 
the eye. Aurora ran to Re's side . <br>"Remember me?" Stoic growled at 
the Stinger. The dragon growled back. Stoic turned to Re and Aurora. 


>"What is your judgment?" he asked. Re walked up to the cage, he 



didn't look happy . <br> " I ' m sorry I paralyzed you your majesty," the 
Stinger said. "Do what you want with me but let my tribe go." Re 
looked at the other Stingers. He then turned to the riders. 

>"Can you get theses Stingers out of here?" he asked. <br>"Yes we 
can," said Hiccup confidently. Re turned to the lead Stinger. 

>"I'll let you all go," he said. "But if this happens again I won't 
be as forgiving . "<br>"Yes sir," said the Stinger. Re and Aurora took 
off and flew back towards the Golden Apple Tree. The riders got on 
their dragons, Stormfly picked up the cage, and they were off. The 
rest of the tribe followed. They flew over the frozen sea with the 
Stingers running after them. Then suddenly the leader turned to his 
tribe . 

>"Get me out of here, " he ordered. The Stinger at the front jumped 
onto the cage and stabbed Stormly in the tail with its sting. The 
Nadder crashed onto the ice and dropped the cage. Hiccup steered 
Toothless down and the Night Fury picked the cave up in his paws. As 
they flew off the Stingers began to get desperate to free their 
leader. One jumped onto the cage and tried to paralyze Hiccup, but 
all it got was his metal leg . <br>"Weren ' t expecting the old metal leg 
were you?" said Hiccup amused. They spotted the ice bridge and flew 
towards it. Suddenly another Stinger jumped up and stabbed 
Toothless's red tailfin. Toothless crashed onto the ice, he dropped 
the cage and it broke open. The lead Stinger got to his feet and 
joined his tribe. Hiccup and Toothless got to their feet. Hiccup 
tried to shoot another bola, but the sheild was empty. 

>"No, out of bolas, " he groaned. Then Toothless opened his mouth to 
fire and nothing came out.<br>"And out of plasma blasts great," said 
Hiccup, starting to panic. The Stingers began advancing on them, for 
one more attack before running home. Then there came a loud screech 
and a jet of purple fire came out of nowhere. It melted the ice 
between the Stingers and Hiccup. The Stingers saw that they were cut 
off and turned around, heading for home. Tenor landed in their spot. 

>"Right on time Tenor, " Hiccup praised. "Thank you, 

again . "<br>"You ' re welcome, again," Tenor chuckled. Hiccup got back 
on Toothless and took off with Tenor following. 

When they got back to Berk Hiccup and Toothless went to check on the 
other riders. Tenor flew up to the apple tree where Re and Aurora 
waited . 

>"Are they gone?" Aurora asked. <br>"Yes, " said Tenor. He laid down 
next to Re. 

>"You know we've been here a really long time," said Aurora. "We 
should go home soon . "<br>"But Berk is not yet safe from Dagur, or the 
Screaming Death," said Re. "We will stay here until the danger 
passes, then we can go home." Aurora looked sad. 

>"But don't worry," said Re. "I get the feeling we will be heading 
home before you know it." Aurora leaned her head on his shoulders and 
yawned . <br>" I ' m going out for my patrol," Tenor said getting to his 
feet. "It was nice to fight together for once." 

>"Here here," said Re and Aurora in unison . <br>"See you later Tenor," 
said Re. He laid his head down and fell right to sleep. Tenor spread 
his wings and flew into the moonlight. The freeze had finally 
stopped . 


15. A Tale of Two Dragons 


**A Tale of Two Dragons** 



Early one morning Hiccup got up and blew the warning siren. It was a 
Screaming Death attack drill. He blew the horn three times. All the 
riders woke up, got on their dragons and headed out. Astrid and 
Stormfly headed for the Great Hall. Suddenly Snotlout and Hookfang 
sped passed also going towards the Great Hall. 

>"Snotlout where are you going?" Astrid asked, outraged. "I'm 
supposed to guard the Great Hall . "<br>"Tell you what Astrid," 

Snotlout snapped. "First one to the Great Hall gets to guard it." 

>"Fine by me," said Astrid angrily. Both riders urged their dragons 
to go faster. Then they began ramming the dragons into each other, to 
stop the other from winning. This caused Astrid to ram Stormfly into 
Hookfang so hard it sent the Nightmare and his rider into the Great 
Hall, and setting it on fire. Hiccup sat on Toothless watching all 
this . <br>" Just great," said Hiccup with his usual sarcasem. "I can 
see my dad's face already." 

A few minuets later Stoic confronted all the riders; Gobber, 

Thornado, and Re stood behind him. 

>"When you told me you would be conducting an attack drill, " said 
Stoic. "I didn't think you'd actually try to destroy the whole 
village . "<br>"This was supposed to be a simple exercise," said 
Hiccup. "But it got out of hand, I'm sorry." 

>"Which brings me to your punishment," said Stoic. "Serenity has been 
very busy going on house calls. She has had no time to look after her 
field. So you get to fix it up for her. She's on Changewing Island at 
the moment and she won't be back for a week, you have until then to 
fix her lawn . "<br>" It will perfect," Hiccup promised. Stoic nodded 
then walked off. The riders flew their dragons up to Serenity's 
Hospital. It did look like it needed TLC. The grass was overgrown, 
there were weeds everywhere, and many large boulders that had rolled 
down from the forest. The apple tree was still golden, but the apples 
were ripe and needed to be harvested. 

>"Let's get started," said Hiccup. "We need to get this lawn ready 
for when Serenity comes back." The riders got right to work, with the 
help of their dragons. Hiccup put Astrid and Snotlout in charge of 
mowing the grass. Hiccup supervised with Toothless. Everything seemed 
to be going well, until Stormfly and Hookfang started fighting 
aggressively. They were at the opposite end of the apple tree from 
the house. Hiccup and Toothless ran over to break it up. But when 
they got close enough Toothless started acting the 

same . <br>"Toothless, we're trying to break up the fight not win it," 
said Hiccup. Astrid and Snotlout were on their dragons and trying in 
vain to break them up. 

>"Everyone to the house!" Hiccup shouted. Astrid and Snotlout steered 
their dragons away and flew over to the house. Hiccup got on 
Toothless and joined them. <br>"Would some one like to tell me what 
was going on?" Hiccup asked sternly. 

>"Simple, " shouted Snotlout. "Hookfang and I were just doing our job 
when Astrid lost control of her dragon . "<br>"That ' s rediculouse, " 
Astrid shouted back. "Stormfly and I were doing exactly what we were 
supposed to when we were mercilessly attacked by those two." 

>"Alright alright, " Hiccup shouted as loud as he could. "So do you 
two think you can work together yes or no? "<br>"No, " Astrid and 
Snotlout shouted in unison. They walked off to let off steam 
>"Okay then," said Hiccup. He and Toothless went back to supervising 
as Snotlout and Astrid flew off on their dragons. Hiccup decided to 
let them go for today . <br>"That was really strange," said Fishlegs. 



>"What, Astrid and Snotlout driving each other crazy?" said 
Hiccup . <br>"No their dragons," said Fishlegs. "Snotlout and Astrid 
have always tortured each other but their dragons usually stay out of 
it." Hiccup had to admit it was a bit odd. 

>"Let's get back to work, we can deal with this tomorrow," said 
Hiccup . <p> 

The riders and dragons continued their work. They weeded the yard, 
picked a few apples, and removed some of the rocks. When the sun 
began to set Hiccup decided to call it a day. They all flew home. 
Hiccup and Toothless landed in front of their house and went inside. 
Because the hospital was under construction Stoic had let Re sleep in 
his house. Re was very grateful and promised to pay Stoic back. So 
when Hiccup and Toothless came in they saw Stoic in his chair 
sharpening an ax and Re was laying by the fire, which he would 
relight when it got too low. Hiccup unsaddled Toothless and gave him 
f ish . 

>"So how are things going in the field?" Stoic asked. <br>"Oh, 
couldn't be better," Hiccup lied. "We'er moving like a well oiled 
catapult . " 

>"Really?" said Stoic. "'Cause word in the village is that Snotlout 
and Astrid are trying to turn the catapult on each other." At that 
moment there came a knock on the door and Hiccup rushed to get it. It 
was Astrid with steam coming out of her ears . <br>"Hiccup I refuse to 
work with Snotlout, " she growled. Hiccup quickly rushed her outside 
so they could talk without Stoic breathing down their necks. 

>"Didn't we already talk about this?" Hiccup asked as he closed the 
door . <br>"You talked, we listened," Astrid snapped. "As usual. I am 
not going to put Stormfly in danger." 

>"Okay I will deal with it tomorrow, " said Hiccup as calmly as he 
could. "You don't have to work with Snotlout . "<br>"Thank you," said 
Astrid sharply. She and Stormfly went home and Hiccup went back 
inside . 

>"Problem son?" Stoic asked carefully . <br>"Nah just Academy 
business," Hiccup said quickly. Then there came another knock at the 
door. Hiccup was quick to open it and rushed Snotlout back outside. 

>"Let me guess you don't want to work with Astrid," said 
Hiccup . <br>"Right, was that so hard?" said Snotlout as he left. 

Hiccup went inside once more. Stoic was watching him unblinkingly . 

>"What was that about?" he asked. <br>"Nothing, " Hiccup lied again. Re 
was looking amused. Stoic raised an eyebrow expectingly. 

>"Okay I admit it," Hiccup gave up. "Snotlout and Astrid are driving 
be completely insane. They won't leave each other alone, and neither 
will their dragons. But at least with the dragons you can lock them 
up in their pens until they behave. I am in way over my head and I 
don't know what to do." He said all this very fast, and rather 
desperately . <br>"Feel better?" asked Stoic. 

>"Yeah a little," Hiccup admitted. <br>"There are three ways to deal 
with Vikings who aren't gettin' along," said Stoic as he got up. 
"Option one; you give them both axes and you let them fight it out." 

>"That seems a tad permanent," said Hiccup. "What's option 

two? "<br>"You give them both maces and let them fight it out," said 

Stoic. Re rolled his eyes. 

> "Do I even want to know what the third option it?" said 

Hiccup . <br>"You trick them into working together," said Stoic. This 



sounded much more promising. Re exchanged a look with Toothless. 


>"I'll give option three a try," said Hiccup . <br>"And perhaps Re can 
join you in the field to help with the dragon problem," said Stoic. 
They all looked at Re. 

>"Yeah why not," said the King. "I don't want to look lazy."<p> 

So the next day at the Dragon Hospital Hiccup told Snotlout and 
Hookfang to mow the lawn on one side of the tree and Astrid and 
Stormfly to mow the lawn on the other side. The two dragons used 
their talons to cut the grass, and all seemed to be going well. Re 
sat on the ledge right over the house, where he could watch all the 
dragons. Then Snotlout and Astrid both heard the other on the other 
side of the tree and both went to investigate. When they came face to 
face both Astrid and Snotlout realized Hiccup's trick, and weren't 
happy about it . 

>"Well Snotlout, Stormfly and I are going to prove we're not the 
problem by working with you," said Astrid. <br>"Not as well as we're 
going to work with you," scoffed Snotlout. The two riders steered 
their dragons to where the lawn still needed cutting, and all hell 
broke loose agin. Stormfly and Hookfang started fighting, even more 
aggressively then yesterday. Hiccup sighed in frustration. Re soared 
overhead and circled the two dragons, but for some reason he didn't 
land. He let out an enormous roar and Hookfang and Stormfly went 
still. Astrid and Snotlout were able to pull their dragons away. 
Hiccup ordered everyone to the arena, he had a new idea. They landed 
and dismounted. 

>"This is a day I always feared would come," said Hiccup. "You're 
dragons have picked up on your animosity, so you two are going to 
walk a mile in each other's shose, or in this case saddles." He 
dragged Astrid over to Hookfang and Snotlout over to 

Stormfly . <br>"You are going to swap dragons for the day," Hiccup went 
on. "You can have the day off and get to know your new best friend." 
Neither rider looked too happy about riding a dragon of the opposide 
gender. But Astrid got on Hookfang and Snotlout got on Stormfly. They 
flew out of the arena. Then Hiccup turned to the remaining riders. 

>"The rest of us will get back to work, " he said. "Serenity is due 
back in just a few days." The rest of the riders went back to the 
hospital and continued working. Re kept watching. He was impressed 
with Hiccup's leadership skills. He pitched in with mowing the lawn. 
Fishlegs was quick to notice that he stayed away from the spot where 
Hookfang and Stormfly had started fighting. <p> 

When the work was done for the day the Twins flew home. Hiccup and 
Toothless went back to the arena to wait for Snotlout and Astrid, but 
Fishlegs and Meatlug stayed. Fishlegs spotted Re about to take off. 

>"Just a minuet Re, " Fishlegs called. Re folded his wings back 
up . <br>" Yes ? " he said. 

>"I wonder if you might join me and Meatlug in a investigation," said 
Fishlegs. "I think I may know why Hookfang and Stormfly started 
fighting. But I have a question for yo first . "<br>"You do?" said Re. 

>"Why wouldn't you go near that spot?" asked Fishlegs . <br>" I could 
smell something underground," said Re. "It smelled so agressive it 
made me stay away. Why?" 

>"I think there may be something in the field that caused the 
psychosis, " Fishlegs said. He turned to Meatlug and ordered her to 
stared digging. She sniffed the ground and she too smelled something 



very agressive under the ground. She stared digging rather fast. When 
she found what she was looking for she stepped back. Re and Fishlegs 
looked at the thing in the ground. <br>"Oh that would explain the 
smell, " Re said. 

>"We'll show this to Hiccup tomorrow," said Fishlegs . <br>"Okay, but 
we should get it out as soon as possible," said Re. He spread his 
wings and flew back to Stoic's house. 

The next day before the riders went to work Astrid snuck into the 
arena to feed Hookfang and Snotlout had shown up to feed Stormfly. 
Yesterday had gone much better than either of them expected. Astrid 
had enjoyed flying on Hookfang and had discovered that he could 
muster a powerful wind with his wings. Snotlout had found Stormfly a 
very easy dragon to fly, much easier than Hookfang. She was faster 
than Hookfang, her fire was much hotter, and she could shoot a single 
tail spike and hit the same spot every time. As a result both riders 
had grown rather attached to each dragon. They had shown up to give 
them breakfast. But when they arrived at the cages they found that 
Hookfang and Stormfly had smashed through their cage doors and 
vanished. Snotlout and Astrid rushed to get Hiccup. 

When Hiccup saw the empty cages he was slightly overwhelmed. 

>"They can't have gotten far," he said. "We'll split up." But at that 
moment Fishlegs flew in on Meatlug . <br>"Hiccup I know where they 
are, " he said. The riders got on their dragons, Astrid got on 
Toothless and Snotlout got on Meatlug, and they followed Fishlegs to 
the hospital. Sure enough Stormfly and Hookfang were there fighting a 
third time. Astrid and Snotlout jumped to the ground and tried to get 
their dragons away from each other. Hiccup turned to Fishlegs. 

>"How did you know they were going to be here?" he asked. <br>"The 
more I thought about the more I figured what made this situation 
different from the others," said Fishlegs. "It was the field." He 
pointed to the whole Meatlug had dug. Hiccup looked into it and saw 
an oddly shaped plant deep in the ground. 

>"Dragonroot, " he said. <br>"What ' s Dragonroot?" asked Tuffnut. 

>"It's like Dragonnip only more powerful," said Fishlegs. "Dragons 
crave it but instead of making them calm and peacful, it makes them 
highly aggressive." Below Astrid and Snotlout were trying to get 
their dragons away from the Dragonroot. They bravely stood in front 
of their dragons to block them form the Dragonroot. And working as a 
team they managed to get them safely away . <br>"How do we get that 
Dragonroot with out our dragons being effected?" Hiccup asked. 

>"Meatlug wasn't effected," said Fishlegs . <br>"Her rock diet must 
make her immune to the Dragonroot ' s power," said Hiccup. "You'll have 
to go down there and pull it out." Fishlegs now looked as though he 
wished he haden't said what he said. But he landed Meatlug next to 
the Dragonroot. Meatlug clamped it in her jaws on it and tried to 
pull it out of the ground. Unfortunately the Dragonroot went way deep 
into the ground, and Meatlug found it very difficault to pull it out, 
not to mention the fact that it taste revolting. To make matters 
worse the Twins had flown their dragon too close to the Dragonroot 
and Barf and Belch began shooting fire erratically. Hiccup and 
Toothless tried to keep the Zippleback from hitting anyone without 
harming it. Astrid and Snotlout watched with their dragons, unsure of 
how to help. 

>"We have to do something," said Snotlout . <br>"For once I actually 
agree with you, " said Astrid. 



>"But we can't go near there without our dragons fighting again," 
said Snotlout . <br>" I have an idea," said Astrid. The two riders 
switched dragons again. Astrid figured that this would keep them from 
fighting. They took off and helped fight back Berf and Belch. Hiccup 
was surprised to see Astrid on Hookfang and Snotlout on Stormfly 
again. Once the Zippleback was out of range it calmed right down. 

Then Astrid made Hookfang blow a huge gust of wind at the Dragonroot 
with his wings. Meatlug was able to get it out most of the way, but 
it was still stuck by a thread. Then Snotlout had Stormfly shoot a 
single tail spike at the root and it released. The riders cheered. 

>"Great job everyone," said Hiccup, happier than he had been in days. 
"Fishlegs can you get it out of here? "<br>"Dragonroot heading out," 
said Fishlegs triumphantly. He steered Meatlug away from Berk and 
dropped the root into the middle of the sea. 

A few days later everyone forgot about the Dragonroot and Astrid and 
Snotlout forgot their quarrel. They finished up Serenity's yard so it 
was back to normal. Stoic came up on the last day to see their 
progress, he was pleased with what he saw. The following day Serenity 
returned from Changewing Island. She landed Ruby next to her tree. 

All the riders and dragons were there. When she saw her yard she 
looked quite surprised. 

>"Welcome back Serenity," said Stoic. "I had your yard cleaned 
up . "<br>"Thank you Stoic," Serenity said. "It looks wonderful." 

>"What was going on on Changewing Island that you had to stay so 
long?" Hiccup wanted to know . <br>"Dragon Flu," said Serenity 
dismounting. "Easily spread yet easily cured." The riders had decided 
to not tell her about the Dragonroot in her yard, since it was gone 
now . 

>"Well we'll let you enjoy your nice clean yard," said Stoic. They 
all left. Serenity looked over her yard, it did look a hundred times 
better than the last time she'd seen it.<br>"I can't remember the 
last time I mowed this lawn," she told Ruby. 

>"It was looking pretty forgotten," Ruby admitted. "But you've been 
so busy healing dragons and I bet Stoic wanted to give you a 
hand. "<br>"Such a good man," said Serenity sitting in her chair. "I 
bet those riders worked very hard to get back to normal." She 
suddenly felt so exahsted from her week on the Isle of Change that 
she fell asleep right in her chair. Ruby covered her with a blanket 
then laid down on the freshly mowed grass. 


16. The Eel Effect 
**The Eel Effect** 

Berk was facing an epidemic of Eel Pox. So far everyone had caught it 
except the Dragon Riders. But Hiccup knew that they would catch it 
eventually if they didn't find the cure fast. Stoic and asked the 
royal dragons to stay away from Berk until the epidemic had passed. 

So all three of them were flying around the Archipelago with 
Serenity, keeping an eye out for the Screaming Death. 

Hiccup went up to the Great Hall to see if he could help in any way. 
The riders were planning to team up with Gothi and fly to Healer's 
Island to find the ingredients for the cure. As Hiccup opened the big 
doors he saw many villagers sitting at the tables with mead and hot 
soup. They all looked miserable. At that moment Fishlegs and Meatlug 



flew behind Hiccup. 

>"Astrid went to pick up Gothi, they'll meet us in the Academy," 
Fishlegs said.<br>"Oh good," said Hiccup. He quickly got on Toothless 
and followed Fishlegs and Meatlug to the arena. When they got there 
they were greeted by Snotlout and the Twins. 

>"Are you guys ready to leave?" Hiccup asked. "Astrid and Gothi 
should be here any minuet . "<br>"Yes, " said Snotlout, he seemed eager. 
At that moment Stoic came into the arena. 

>"Dad you should be resting up at the Great Hall, " said Hiccup, 
worried. <br>" I won't be grounded be the sniffles," Stoic sneezed. At 
that moment Stormfly flew in with Astrid and Gothi on her back. 

>"We've got the list of ingredients," Astrid announced. "And it's a 
big one." Gothi held up a long scroll of parchment . <br>"Then we 
better get going, " said Hiccup, picking up his shield. "That 
medicine's not going to make itself." 

>"I should be going with you," Stoic wheezed. Then he sneezed, 
luckily Hiccup held his shield up to block any germs . <br>"Dad, Berk 
needs a healthy chief," said Hiccup. "Not a sick Dragon Rider." He 
strapped the shield to his back and mounted Toothless. 

>"Okay, just be careful out there," said Stoic. Hiccup clicked the 
stirrup and Toothless took off after the others. <p> 

They flew to Healer's Island which was a short flight from Berk. It 
had so many plants that were good for healing different kinds of 
illnesses, for both humans and dragons alike. When they reached the 
island the riders split up to look for the ingredients. They 
included; Buckthorn Root, Goatweed, Rock Blossoms, Dagaplant, etc. 
When they got all the ingredients they gathered on the beach where 
they handed them to Hiccup. 

>"So that should be everything right?" he asked Gothi. The villege 
elder shook her head and began drawing in the sand with her 
staff . <br>"She says the last ingredient is not on Healer's Island," 
Fishlegs translated. "The last ingredient is a Blood Bane Eel. Found 
on Eel Island. " 

>"Our dragons will never go near Eel Island," said Astrid. "They're 
terrified of eels . "<br>"You ' re right," said Hiccup. "Toothless and I 
will go alone." Toothless shot him a look that said 'do we have to?' 

>"I know bud," said Hiccup. "Eels aren't your favorite, but we have 
to find that eel for the village." Toothless nodded, still nervous. 
Hiccup got on his back and they were off.<p> 

They followed Hiccup's map to Eel Island. Toothless grew more and 
more restless as they flew over the forest. Finally they came to a 
wide stream. Bright red eels jumped in and out of the water. 

>"Wow, eels," said Hiccup satisfied. "That was easy." He pulled his 
shield off his back. Toothless squirmed uncomfortably . <br>" I know you 
don't like these guys," Hiccup whispered to his dragon. "But we need 
to do this." He used the grappling hook from his shield as a fishing 
line and tried to snag an eel. A second later Hiccup felt one snag on 
the hook and swim in circles trying to get free. Hiccup tried to pull 
it in, but the eel leapt out of the water and onto Toothless's face. 
The dragon roared and tried desperately to get it off his nose, 
knocking Hiccup into the water in the process. Hiccup tried to swim 
to the surface but his metal leg was weighing him down. Then suddenly 
the eels attacked him. One wrapped its body around Hiccup's throat. 

He tried to pull it off, but the eel dragged him farther under. He 
finally managed to get the eel off and hold it at arms length. It 
squealed angrily at him. Suddenly Toothless appeared and beheaded the 



eel in one bite. He then grabbed Hiccup and swam to the surface and 
onto the back. Hiccup coughed the water out of his lungs. Then he 
turned to Toothless. The Night Fury looked scared. 

>"You okay bud?" Hiccup asked. "Most dragons won't even touch eels, 
you just ate one." Toothless started to feel the effects of the eel. 
His vision went all red and funny, like he was looking through red 
blown glass in a river, his head hurt, and he felt something hot 
coming up his throat. Hiccup's voice was suddenly so loud that it 
made the dragon's head hurt even more. Hiccup was trying to calm him 
but the fever was keeping him from being anywhere close to calm. He 
turned and ran away as fast as he could. <p> 

As he ran through the woods he could pick up every little sound. He 
could hear the buzz of flies, the chirping of birds, the whoosh of 
the wind in the trees. Normally these sounds were beautiful, but the 
more sounds he heard the more his head throbbed. He thrashed around 
trying to get rid of the sounds. Then the hot feeling in his throat 
intensified and he threw up sizzling red flames. More red flames came 
out, and Toothless could not control it at all. Suddenly he heard the 
squeaking of a metal leg coming his way. It was so loud and high 
pitched that Toothless thought his head might explode. Then he heard 
Hiccup's voice. He looked around and saw Hiccup behind him, but his 
vision was so odd that he couldn't tell how far his rider was. Hiccup 
said something but Toothless was in so much pain he couldn't 
concentrate. He threw up more red flames. He tired at hard as could 
not to hit Hiccup. He could see the shine of the shield. The forest 
sounds picked up again and Toothless thrashed around to try to escape 
the intense pain in his head, and shooting more red flames. Suddenly 
he felt his tail hit something and then came a loud thud. Horrified 
he turned and could barely see Hiccup slumped against a tree, 
unconscious. Toothless ran over to see if he was okay. He gently 
nuzzled Hiccup's head. The rider stirred a bit. Releaved, Toothless 
turned and ran off. 

Hiccup woke up a few minuets later. Toothless was nowhere in sight. 
Instead the three royal dragons stood in front of him, with Serenity 
on Re's back. They were looking concerned. 

>"Hiccup are you okay?" Re asked. <br>"Yeah, but Toothless is in 
trouble," Hiccup said as he got to his feet. "He ate an eel." All 
three dragons gagged at the same time. At that moment there came a 
rustling in the bushes behind Hiccup. He turned, holding his shield 
in front of him. The rustling got louder and Fishlegs and Meatlug 
jumped out. 

>"0h Fishlegs," Hiccup cried, releaved. "I'm I glad to see 
you . "<br>"Hiccup are you okay?" asked Fishlegs. 

>"Yeah, " Hiccup said again . <br>"Where ' s Toothless?" asked Fishlegs. 
"And what did all that?" He pointed to the burned trees. 

>"That would be Toothless," said Hiccup . <br>"And who was he 
fighting?" asked Fishlegs. 

>"Mostly me," said Hiccup. "Also himself a little. Welcome to Eel 
Island. "<br>"So did you find any eels?" Fishlegs asked. 

>"We did," said Hiccup. "Including the one that ended up in 
Toothless's stombic." Fishlegs looked horrified. <br>"He ate an eel?" 
he said. Hiccup nodded, and Meatlug gagged. 

>"And It's not agreeing with him either. Do you have a cure for him?" 
Hiccup asked Serenity . <br>"Yes but giving it to him is going to be 
tricky," said Serenity. "He has to stay still long enough in order 
for me to give it to him." Hiccup thought for a second. 

>"If we found him and brought him back here would you see if you can 
get him calm enough?" he asked. "I've been trying and it hasn't 



worked. "<br>"Yes, I only need him to stay still for only a few 
seconds," said Serenity. Hiccup went over to Meatlug and pulled a 
net. He put it out under a tree. Serenity got off Re and opened her 
medical bag. She found a large oral syringe and a bottle of thick 

green fluid. As Hiccup set up a netter trap Serenity filled her 

syringe with the fluid. When everything was ready Fishlegs got on 
Meatlug and Tenor let Hiccup onto his saddle. The dragons took off to 
look for Toothless. Serenity stayed in the clearing. 

Toothless ran through the woods. The pain in head had gotten worse. 

He kept tripping over fallen trees that he couldn't see, soon his 
whole body began to hurt. He kept throwing up red fire. Suddenly he 
hit a stone wall. He had no choice but to stop running, it didn't 
help anyway. The forest sounds picked up again, mixed in with the 

sound of the ocean below. Toothless didn't know how long he could 

bare the pain. Suddenly he heard a loud roar. He followed the sound 
and saw something big, green, and angry. From what Toothless could 
see, it looked like a Typhoomerang . Toothless figured there would be 
Typhoomerangs here, they ate eels. Toothless shot red fire at it. The 
Typhoomerang took off and flew right at Toothless. The Night Fury ran 
in the only drection he could see. He kept stumbling and throwing up 
fire. But he ran as fast as he could, but the Typhoomerang was flying 
and much faster. Suddenly Toothless smacked into another stone wall. 
He looked around for a way out, and there wasn't one. The 
Typhoomerang landed in front of him, cornering him. It roared and 
made Toothless's head throb even worse. He Coughed up more fire at 
the Typhoomerang. But then something hit the Typhoomerang from 
behind. Toothless tried to see through his sick vision. He could 
barely see the outline of Meatlug and Tenor. The Typhoomerang turned 
to this new threat and flew after it. Toothless took this chance and 
ran off. He was throwing up fire more and more frequently and it 
wasn't fun for his mouth and throat. Suddenly something dropped onto 
his back. Toothless bucked around trying to get it off. He ran 
towards a cliff that dropped several feet into the ocean. He jumped 
off the cliff desperate to he the thing off his back. But suddenly he 
was flying, and not falling towards the water. He flew erratically 
trying to get the thing off. But whatever it was held on tight and 
steered him back towards the land. He tried to resist but before he 
knew it he was crashing onto the ground. The thing flew off his back 
and into his sight, it was only Hiccup. Toothless started to go over 
to him when something else dropped on him. He couldn't move, or see 
what was on him. He focused and he saw that he was in a net. He 
roared in outrage. 

>"I'm sorry about that," Hiccup cried. "Just stay calm, you're going 
to be okay." Toothless didn't know what to do, he was in too much 
pain to calm down. He threw up more fire and it burned the net. He 
wriggled out of it, and was pined down by something stronger. He 
tried to het it off, but this one wouldn't budge . <br>"Toothless, 
you're okay," said a voice. It was the most beautiful voice Toothless 
had every heard. It was so gentle that he could listen to it without 
his head hurting. Then he felt soft hands on his forehead. The hands 
were warm and soothing. He tried to find the source but couldn't see 
anything. He wondered of it was an angel. 

>"My head hurts," he moaned. "So bad."<br>"I know," said the angel. 

"I can make it go away, just stay right there. I think you can get 
off him now Tenor." Toothless felt the thing that was pinning him 
down release him. He stayed very still, the pain in his head was 
unbearable. Suddenly he felt something press ageinst his lips and he 
opened his mouth. Something warm and foul tasting filled his mouth. 

He wanted to spit it out . 



>"This will make you feel batter," said the angel. Toothless 
swallowed and gagged a little. He got to his feet and went over to 
Hiccup, who fell over in his rush to back up. Toothless felt 
something slimy coming up his throat. He coughed a few times, and out 
came the eel, right into Hiccup's lap. Then Toothless's vision 
cleared, and the pain in his head went away. He looked down at 
Hiccup, and smiled. <br>"There ' s the Toothless I know," said Hiccup 
with a small chuckle. He got up and hugged his friend. "Welcome back 
back bud." He whispered in the dragon's ear. After they reluctantly 
ended the hug Toothless looked around. He saw Fishlegs and Meatlug, 
and Re and Aurora. He turned and saw Tenor and Serenity. Serenity was 
putting her syringe away. Now he knew who the angel had been. 

Suddenly they heard the Typoomerang roaring in the distance. Hiccup 
got on Toothless, Fishlegs got on Meatlug, and Serenity mounted 
Tenor. All the dragons took off heading for Berk, taking the 
regurgitated eel with them. As they flew back Hiccup turned to 
Serenity . 

>"Thanks for your help," he said. <br>"You ' re welcome," said 
Serenity . 

They arrived at Berk around sunset . The royal dragons had returned to 
Dragon Island and Serenity went back to her hospital. Hiccup 
delivered the ingredients to Gobber who made the medicine. After 
Hiccup had some himself, just to be safe, he went home where he gave 
Toothless the rest of the day off to recuperate. 


17. Smoke Gets in Your Eyes 
**Smoke Gets in Your Eyes** 

Trader Johann had pulled into Berk's docks after sailing for a month. 
All the Vikings went to see what he had brought. Serenity flew Ruby 
down as well, hoping that Johann wouldn't try to flatter her with 
jewelry again. She landed next to the boat and dismounted. She went 
on board. Then Tenor landed next to Ruby. 

>"Your turn for Berk huh?" said Ruby . <br>"Yeah, " said Tenor. "I 
haven't patrolled Berk in a while." The two dragons watched the 
Vikings shop on Johann's ship. Serenity was looking at a few bottles 
of some strange remedies. Gobber was looking at a big pile of scrap 
metal, and he seemed to like what he saw. 

>"Typical blacksmith," said Tenor . <br>"Do we have blacksmith's back 
home?" Ruby asked. 

>"0f course we do," said Tenor. "Who do you think made this?" He 
pointed to his black armor and his black crown . <br>"Right, " said 
Ruby. Then Tenor spotted Toothless sniffing the scrap metal, looking 
suspicious. Tenor went over to him. 

>"Did you find something cousin?" he asked. <br>"Yeah, I don't think 
this is just scrap metal," said Toothless. 

>"We better keep an eye on it then," said Tenor. "Are you going up to 
the Golden Apple Tree today? "<br>"Yeah, " said Toothless. "So much has 
been happening that my friends and I have hardly been to the tree 
just to socialize, now is our chance to make up for lost time." At 
that moment Hiccup got the other riders to lift the heap of scrap 
metal up to the forge for Gobber. Serenity got a basket of silk yarn 
and ribbon. She got on Ruby and and flew up to her hospital. When she 
got there she found Harmony talking with Serenity's Skrill friend 
Flash . 

>"Hello Flash," said Serenity as she got off Ruby . <br>"Hey Serenity," 
said Flash, happily. Serenity sat in her chair and Flash sat next to 



her. Then Aurora and Re landed beside the tree, just as the riders' 
dragons came up the hill followed by Tenor. 

>"What's going on?" Serenity asked. "I've never had all of my friends 
on Berk at the same time . "<br>"Because we all want to hang out with 
you," said Aurora. Serenity smiled. 

>"I appreciate the company," she said. Toothless sat on the other 
side of her from Flash . <br>"Say do you remember those riders that 
came here a while a go?" Hookfang asked. "The ones from Draconia." 

>"What about them?" Serenity asked. <br>"Are they ever coming back?" 
asked Hookfang. "Will we ever see them again?" 

>"No, " said Serenity. "They all quit riding months ago . "<br>"What?" 
said Stormfly. "All of them?" 

>"Every last one," said Re. "The Institute no longer 

exists . "<br>"What about the dragons they rode?" asked Meatlug." 

>"They will move on," said Aurora . <br>"How come they quit?" asked 
Hookfang . 

>"Because they're humans," said Re. "Most humans will only like 
something for a short amount of time, then they'll grow tired of it. 
But that's okay, we still have Serenity." Toothless nuzzled 
Serenity's neck and she kissed him on the nose . <br>"What are you 
going to do with the huge volcano the riding school was located on?" 
Stormly asked Re. 

>"I'm not sure," Re confessed. "The village is still there, I might 
offer it to these Vikings. Give them a place to retreat to, should 
something happen to Berk." Then Aurora changed the sub ject . <br>"Hey I 
don't if you guys know this or not," she began. "But as Draco's 
daughter, I have magic." 

>"Magic?" said Berf . <br>"Yes, " said Aurora. "I can do everything 
Daddy can, except create new dragons and put them into eggs. Other 
than that, I can see into the future, read and control minds, move 
items with my mind, shape shift, control the weather, and a bunch of 
other stuff. However I only use magic as a last resort." 

>"Cool, " said Flash. "Can we see you do something?" Aurora thought a 
moment. She clicked her talons and the armor the three royal dragons 
were wearing vanished, leaving their crowns, and Tenor's 
tailblades . <br>"Serenity has a few powers herself," said Re. "She can 
move things with her mind, make things appear and disappear, 
manipulate minds, and shape shift." All the dragons looked at 
Serenity at this. 

>"How come you never told us that?" asked Toothless . <br>"Because I 
just got these powers two months ago," said Serenity. "I would have 
told you sooner but things were happening. It was one of Draco's many 
tokens of gratitude." 

>"Can you foresee anything big coming?" Flash asked Aurora . <br>"Yes, " 
said Aurora. "Something very big, and very powerful. But I can't see 
exactly what yet." Serenity petted Toothless's head, he purred when 
she touched him. 

>"Are you going to find a mate anytime soon?" Stormfly asked 
Serenity . <br>"Maybe, " said Serenity. "I've met a few dragons that I 
think would do me a favor. But I have a very hard time choosing, 
because I don't want to make anyone envious." At that moment the 
dragons heard the riders calling for their dragons. 

>"I guess we have to go home," said Hookfang. "We'll be back 
tomorrow." The five of them left.<br>"We better get going too," said 
Re. "I'm on sky patrol tomorrow." The King and Queen took off, 
followed by Flash. Tenor, Harmony, and Ruby were left with Serenity. 


>"Are you going to sleep tonight?" asked Ruby. "Or are you staying 



up?"<br>"I'm going to sleep," said Tenor. "I can keep an ear out for 
trouble while I sleep." He laid down in the grass and went right to 
sleep. Ruby and Harmony curled up right beside the tree trunk, and 
Serenity went inside the tree trunk. They were all asleep in 
minuets . 

The next day the village was outraged. Someone or something had 
stolen items from peoples' houses. Tenor woke up to find that his 
crown was gone. He went down to the plaza as Hiccup and Toothless 
came out of their house. 

>"Morning Tenor!" Hiccup called. <br>"Morning, " said Tenor. They went 
into the village and saw the commotion. 

>"Okay, what did we just walk into?" Hiccup wondered aloud. He 
spotted his fellow riders and their dragons . <br>"What ' s going on?" he 
asked them. 

> " A bunch of stuff got stolen from the village last night, " said 
Snotlout, quickly . <br>"Yeah and whoever it was took my crown," said 
Tenor scratching his head. 

>"And your tailblades, " said Astrid. Tenor looked at his tailfins, 
and sure enough the blades were gone . <br>"Wow, " he said. "This thief 
is mighty sneaky. What else did it take?" 

>"Helmets, weapons, shields, drinking goblets, etc, " said 

Snotlout . <br>"What do those things have in common?" Hiccup said, more 

to himself. 

>"They're all gone," Snotlout pointed out . <br>"No they're all metal," 
said Hiccup, who's mind was working faster. "Everything that's been 
stolen is metal." 

>"Everything we own is metal," said Astrid. <br>"Then this problem 
will only get worse," said Tenor, almost cooly. 

>"We need to conduct an investigation," said Hiccup. "Will you join 
us Tenor?" Tenor shrugged. <br>"Why not," he said. "I have a talent 
for noticing the slightest things." He couldn't help but brag a 
little . 

He and Toothless followed Hiccup and Astrid throughout the village. 
They stopped first at the twins' house, Tuffnut had lost a mace. 

While Hiccup and Astrid questioned the twins. Toothless sniffed the 
air. He smelled something, but he wasn't sure if it was out of place 
or not . 

> "Do you smell that cousin?" he asked Tenor. Tenor flared his 
nostrils, taking in every sent . <br>"Are you referring to the heavy 
stench of tobacco smoke?" he asked. 

>"Yeah, and that rather old dragon sent," said Toothless. Tenor 
sniffed again, now he could smell a faint smell of dragon; like 
regurgitated fish, fire, and dragonnip . <br>" It might be the 
Zippleback, " he said. 

>"That's why I'm not sure if it's a clue or not," said Toothless. "We 
should ask them." Tenor nodded. They followed the two investigators 
back outside. They went all over the village, from house to house. 

And in each one there was the exact same smell. <p> 

When the investigation was over the two dragons went up to the apple 
tree. Serenity was up and knitting something. She smiled when she saw 
the two dragons . 

>"Have you heard?" Tenor asked. "About the metal?"<br>"Yes, " said 
Serenity. "It's a good thing I keep my metal items locked up. Though 
I'm not sure if that will help." She pointed to the door of the 
house. The door was always padlocked to keep out thieves, and to hide 
the ER equipment that was too advanced for the Vikings of Berk to 
know about . 



>"Have you found the thief?" she asked. <br>"No, but we have found a 
clue," said Tenor. "Every house that was robbed has the same smell in 
it; tobacco smoke and dragon. 

>"And the odd thing is, I picked up the same smell from the heap of 
scrap metal Gobber bought," said Toothless. "But it may not mean 
anything, there are dragons all over this island. "<br>"Where are the 
rest of the dragons?" Serenity asked. 

>"They're around, I suspect they'll come up here later," said Tenor. 
He laid down in the shade of the tree and Toothless left to find 
Hiccup . <p> 

The rest of the day was spent wondering who the metal thief was. 
Hiccup was at a loss of what to do. There were no signs of forced 
entry in any of the houses, nor were their any whiteness. He went to 
bed that night still mauling it over. Toothless warmed his own bed 
with fire, made himself comfortable, and fell asleep. 

A thick cloud of grey smoke flew silently through the village like a 
ghost. It was heading for Hiccup's house. It slipped under the door 
and in through the windows. It glided up the stairs, picking up a 
bola on its way, and flooded Hiccup's room. Suddenly Hiccup was 
jerked awake by something dragging him by his metal leg. It pulled 
him out of bed and upside down. He called out for Toothless, whom he 
couldn't see in the thick smoke. Toothless woke up when he heard 
Hiccup calling his name. Hiccup tried kicking whatever had him with 
his free leg, but it didn't do much. Toothless jumped to his feet and 
began fanning the smoke away with his huge wings. The smoke cleared 
reveling dozens of Smothering Smokbreaths, two of which were trying 
to rip Hiccup's metal leg off. Toothless ran over and grabbed his 
rider's hand in his gums and pulled. Hiccup kicked at the two 
Smokebreaths with his free leg. Finally Toothless managed to pulled 
Hiccup out of the little dragons' mouths. Hiccup got up quickly and 
rescued his helmet from another Smokebreath, but let them take 
everything else. Toothless roared and the smoky dragons scattered out 
of the windows. Hiccup took a few seconds to calm down. 

>"Well I think we have our metal thief," he told Toothless. He put 
his helmet back on its hook and went back to bed. Toothless, now 
paranoid, stayed awake incase they came back for Hiccup's 
leg . <p> 

The next day Hiccup and Toothless went down to the plaza to tell the 
other riders about last night. He found them gathered with their 
dragons. Tenor, and Stoic, and every one of them was missing their 
helmets . 

>"Guys I know who our thieves are, " he announced. "Smokebreath 
dragons . "<br>"Of course," Fishlegs cried. "The only dragons who like 
metal . " 

>"But what would Smokebreathes be on Berk?" Stoic wanted to 
know . <br>"Chief ! Coming in for the big one," Fishlegs praised. 
"Smothering Smokebreaths don't stray too far from their home on 
Breakneck Bog." At that moment Gobber came running up to them. 

>"The metal thief took all the scrap metal I got from Trader Johann, " 
he cried. "All gone." Hiccup thought for a moment . <br>"Dad I think I 
know how the Smokebreaths got here, " he said. Stoic was thinking the 
same. He ordered the others to check on the armory, while he. Hiccup, 
Tenor, and Toothless went up to the Great Hall where Johann was 
telling his travel stories to a very bored looking couple. He stopped 
when Hiccup, Stoic, and the dragons approached him. 

>"Master Hiccup," he said joyously. "And the great chief. To what do 



I owe this honor? "<br>"We need to know where you got that scrap 
metal," said Hiccup seriously. 

>"I'm sure you would," laughed Johann. "Unfortunately I have to 
declare that information classified." Tenor snarled, flashing his 
black teeth, and swinging his tail threateningly . <br>"Of course I 
suppose I could let up this once, " said Johann, now laughing 
nervously. "I got it from a Berserker who got it off of Breakneck 
Bog . " 

>"Well that wasn't just a pile of scrap metal," said Hiccup. "It was 
a Smokebreath nest with hatchlings inside." With this news the 
Vikings and dragons went back outside, just before he left Tenor 
snatched up the turkey leg Johann was about to eat. Outside they 
found Gobber and the riders and dragons back in the plaza . <br>"Well 
now we know how the Smokebreaths got here, " Hiccup told them. 

>"Gobber how does the armory look?" Stoic asked. <br>"Lets just say 
the ax handles outnumber the axes," said Gobber. "The forge is picked 
clean as well . " 

>"Without any weapons we won't be able to defend ourselves," said 
Stoic . <br>"Dad we still have the dragons," Hiccup pointed out. 

>"And Dagur has an armada," said Stoic. Tenor snorted looking rather 
insulted. <br>"An armada is no mach for six dragons," he said. "Dagur 
still can't fly and has no fire power." 

>"Still we need to find where the Smokebreaths took the weapons, " 
said Hiccup . <br>"Maybe they took it back to Breakneck Bog," said 
Astrid . 

>"Smothering Smokebreaths can't fly long distances carrying a lot of 
weight," said Fishlegs . <br>"Then they must have a nest here on Berk," 
said Hiccup. "And I think I have a way to find it. We need as many 
metal items as we can find." 

The riders gathered all the metal items from their houses and brought 
it back to the plaza. The sun set and the moon and stars came out as 
Hiccup put the metal bait out for the Smokebreaths. He ran behind a 
stack of barrels where the other riders and dragons waited with 
Tenor. They waited for a long time. Then the familiar grey smoke came 
out of the night and headed for the metal. The smoke filled the air 
as the Smokebreaths examined their prize. Hiccup had his shield 
strapped to his back, one of the only metal weapons that remained. 
Suddenly the Smokebreaths whisked away the metal. Hiccup was on his 
dragon faster than anyone else and flew after them. Tenor spread his 
wings and followed. As part Night Fury he could keep up with 
Toothless far easier than the rest of the dragons. 

Hiccup and Toothless sped after the cloud of smoke. But it kept 
splitting up and flying in different directions. Toothless was 
starting to get frustrated. He flew after any cloud of smoke he 
could. He was flying after one when suddenly he was surrounded by the 
other cloud. He lowered his head to see what was going on behind him. 
He saw a few Smokbreathes sniffing his red tailfin. 

> "Not this again, " Hiccup moaned. He clicked the stirrup and steered 
Toothless away from the Smokebreathes . But one of them pounced on 
Toothless's tail and ripped a metal rod out of the red tailfin, it 
flew off with it. Toothless was able to land without flinging Hiccup 
off the saddle . <br>"Follow that rod," Hiccup ordered. The dragon 
spotted the Smokebreathe with the rod in his mouth, and ran after it. 
Keeping his eyes focused on the smaller dragon Toothless ran as fast 
as he could. Hiccup shot the grappling hook at the Smokebreathe and 
it snagged on the dragon's leg. Startled the Smokebreathe sped up and 



pulled Hiccup off the saddle and through the air. Refusing to let go 
of the shield Hiccup was knocked into every tree. Toothless ran even 
faster and managed to catch up. He clamped Hiccup's boot in his mouth 
then came to a dead stop. The Smokebreathe struggled to get the hook 
off, dropping the rod. When it was free it flew off and forgot about 
the rod. Hiccup got up and picked it up. He put it back into the red 
tailfin. Toothless looked up when he heard a series of loud 
screeches. High in the tree tops was something big, dark, and ring 
shaped. Toothless snarled to get Hiccup's attention. Hiccup also 
looked up at the thing. 

>"Give us some light bud, " he said. Toothless shot a plasma ball at 
the thing and lit it up. With this new light Hiccup saw Smokbreathes 
all over it, and several metal items welded into it.<br>"The 
Smokebreathe ' s nest," Hiccup said, identifying it. At that moment the 
other riders finally caught up with Tenor right behind them. 

>"I found the Smokebreathe ' s nest," Hiccup announced. <br>"We don't 
have time for that now," said Astrid, out of breath. "Right now Dagur 
has been seen sailing towards Berk." Hiccup immediately got back on 
Toothless and flew with the others back to the village. Hiccup, 
Astrid, and Tenor landed on a hill that overlooked the harbor. Hiccup 
pulled out his spyglass and looked through it. He was greeted by a 
huge sail with a Skrill insignia on it. Behind it were many other 
ships; some with the Berserker crest and some with the Outcast crest. 
Hiccup lowered his spyglass. 

>"Is this guy like the king of armadas? does he go anywhere without 
one?" said Hiccup . <br> " It ' s like he knew we were going to lose our 
weapons," said Astrid suspiciously. 

>"Somehow I'm not surprised," said Tenor . <br>"Let ' s get the others," 
said Hiccup. They flew back to the plaza where Stoic and the riders 
were waiting. Tenor paced up and down the plaza itching to attack the 
armada. He listened to Hiccup explain what Dagur was up to. 

>"Trader Johann said he got the scrap metal from a Berserker, " Hiccup 
told everyone . <br>"Dagur planted those dragons," said Astrid. "He 
knew what they would do." 

>"Hiccup go back to the Smokebreath ' s nest and get our weapons," 

Stoic ordered. <br>"They ' 11 be protecting it by now," said Hiccup. 

>"Then lets go blast those ships with what we have, " said Snotlout, 
as restless as Tenor . <br>"Even with our dragons it wouldn't be 
enough," said Hiccup. "We need more help." He watched as Tenor kept 
pacing, swinging his tail. Hiccup could tell the dragon was dieing to 
attack. Then he got an idea. 

>"Tenor do you think you can keep Dagur and his armada occupied?" he 
asked. Tenor nodded, and pranced in place getting even more 
restless . <br>"Okay but don't fire at them just keep them off our 
shores," said Hiccup. Without a word Tenor took off and flew towards 
the armada. He circled the fleet counting the ships. There were only 
nine boats, not even a whole armada. Tenor stayed out of range and 
worked out a plan. He new if he set the sails on fire it would slow 
the ships down. He flew high into the clouds as fast as he could, 
then went into the fastest dive of his life. He zipped toward the 
flagship and shot a plasma ball at the sail. It burned up in seconds, 
and Tenor zipped off again before he was spotted. He flew in and out 
of the clouds shooting fire at the rest of the sails, hitting his 
mark every time. The ships came to a stop. Suddenly a the huge, 
familiar cloud of smoke flew towards the fleet form the island. 
Leading them were the riders carrying huge nets full metal items. The 
Smokebreathes were after the metal obviously, and Tenor figured out 
Hiccup's plan. He quickly got out of the way. The riders steered 



their dragons over the ships. Tenor spotted the Berserkers loading 
catapults. But before they could launch, the dragons dropped the 
metal onto the ships. The Smokebreathes dived at the ships, 
surrounding them in smoke. The little dragons took any metal they 
could find; axes, helmets, shields, even the rivets that held he 
ships together. Tenor watched all this, quite impressed. The riders 
flew their dragons up alongside Tenor. They watched the Smokebreathes 
as they finished sabotaging the fleet and flew away. The fleet sat on 
the water like toy ducks for a few seconds, then crumbled into the 
water sending the Berserkers swimming for their lives. 

>"Thanks for you your help Tenor," said Hiccup . <br>"You are welcome," 
said Tenor. "I just wish I could do more." He followed the riders 
back to the village. They landed at the docks where Stoic and Gobber 
were waiting. 

>"Well done son, " Stoic praised as Toothless landed in front of 
him. <br>"We ' 11 return everyone's things as soon as we get the 
Smokebreathes back to Breakneck Bog, " said Hiccup, satisfied with the 
day ' s event . 

>"And how do plan on doing that?" Stoic chuckled . <br> " I think I might 
know someone who can help," said Hiccup. 

The riders flew back to the Smokebreathe ' s nest and found the scrap 
metal Gobber bought, detatched it from everything else, and flew back 
to the village with it. By the time they got there Stoic had 
persuaded Trader Johann to ship the metal, and the Smokebreathes, 
back to their home. The riders steered their dragons over the boat 
and dropped the metal onto the deck. Hiccup and Toothless were nice 
enough to accompany them all back. Tenor found his crown and his 
tailblades, and flew back to Dragon Island. 


18. Bing! Bam! Boom! 

**Bing! Bam! Boom!** 

One late afternoon Hiccup was finishing up putting together his 
latest invention. It looked like a giant metal bugle. Hiccup hoped it 
would help them pick up the sounds of approaching wild dragons. He 
had just put it on its wheels. 

>"So what do you think bud?" he asked Toothless, who had been dozing 
for past half an hour. Toothless looked at the thing, he smiled then 
looked confused. As if to say; 'it's nice but what the heck is it?' 

At that moment Stoic rode up on Thornado. Toothless went back to 
dozing . <br>"What is that?" Stoic asked, pointing at the thing. 

>"I call it the Thunder Ear," said Hiccup. "I was hoping it would 
help us pick up on approaching dragons, including the Screaming 
Death. And you're just in time for its test run . "<br>"Test away 
then," said Stoic. Toothless shot a plasma ball into the air, 
signaling Fishlegs and Meatlug who were out over the sea. When 
Fishlegs saw the signal he began to sing Gobber 's favorite song. The 
sound carried through the air, though the Thunder Ear, and into 
Stoic's ear. Stoic pulled back from the contraption when he had heard 
enough . 

>"Alright Fishlegs you can come out now, " Stoic called. "Very funny 
Hiccup, joke's on the chief eh? "<br>" It ' s not a joke," said Hiccup. 

He handed Stoic a spyglass and pointed in the direction Fishlegs and 
Meatlug were. Stoic looked though the spyglass at them, and was 
surprised to see them way out at sea, miles from shore. Yet Stoic 
could still hear Fishlegs singing. 

>"Impressive son," he said, lowering the spyglass. At that moment Re 



land next to them. Coming for his turn to patrol Berk.<br>"Hi Re," 
said Hiccup. 

>"Hello, " said Re. "I hope I'm not interrupting anything . "<br>"No, " 
said Stoic. 

>"What's that thing?" Re asked looking at the Thunder Ear.<br>"I 
built this to help us listen for the Screaming Death, " Hiccup 
explained. "I call it the Thunder Ear." 

>"Hear for yourself," said Stoic. Re walked up to the Thunder Ear and 
put his ear up next to it. He could already hear from far off, but 
with this thing he could hear twice as far. He could hear Fishlegs 
still singing, and something else. Nevertheless he was impressed with 
it as well . <br>"Vey nice," he said raising his head again. Suddenly 
the sound Re heard before came again, louder. Re backed up. 

>"You can tell Fishlegs to stop now," said Stoic said. "I don't know 
who's the worst singer, the boy or the dragon . "<br>"That ' s not 
Fishlegs," said Hiccup. He listened through the Thunder Ear, the 
other sound was much farther off. 

>"We should check it out, " Hiccup said. Toothless woke up from his 
doze and got to his feet. Stoic whistled for Thornado. He got on 
Thornado, and Hiccup mounted Toothless. They took off, and Re flew in 
a different direct ion . <p> 

Hiccup and Stoic flew in the direction the sound had been coming 
from. The two dragons could still hear it plain as day, and had no 
problem following it. Then as they got closer the sound became 
familiar to Thornado. The Thunderdrum began tugging on the reins and 
chomping at the bit . 

>"Whoa Thornado," Stoic roared. "I'll do the steering if you don't 
mind. "<br>"No, Dad, let him go," said Hiccup. "I think he hears 
something." Stoic gave Thornado his head and the dragon accelerated. 
Toothless followed, easily keeping up. Thornado flew towards a tall 
sea stack that had three little Thunderdrums resting on it. 

>"Whoa baby Thunderdrums, " said Hiccup, pleased. The babies were no 
bigger than a Tiny Terror, one was purple, one was blue like 
Thornado, and the third was green. Thornado smiled down at them, 
remembering when he was that small. When the babies saw him they took 
off and buzzed around both Thornado and Toothless . <br>"Watch it," 
Stoic roared. "I'm a chief you know." 

>"Dad they're just kids," said Hiccup. "They're playing . "<br>"Well 
someone needs to tell them that playtime is over, " said Stoic, 
starting to get annoyed. As if on cue Thornado let out his bellowous 
roar and the babies quieted down and landed back on the sea stack. 

>"Looks like someone just did," said Hiccup. Stoic patted Thornado on 
the head. The dragon smiled wider at this.<br>"So dad..." Hiccup 
began . 

>"I know what you're thinking," Stoic interrupted. "And you might as 
well forget it." The babies were howling, no doubt inspired by 
Thornado ' s roar . <br>"There ' s enough racket with those twins," Stoic 
said . 

>"I guess you're right," said Hiccup, who had to put up with the 
Twins a lot more than Stoic did. "I just hope they'll be okay on 
their own. "<br>"Of course the will," said Stoic reassuringly. 

"They're Thunderdrums, toughest dragon in the Archipelago." Toothless 
growled and shot Stoic a dirty look. 

>"That's right I said it," said Stoic as he steered Thornado back 
towards Berk. Hiccup and Toothless looked down at the babies one more 
time before turning towards home as well.<p> 


Back on Berk Re was watching the sun go down from the plaza. When the 



stars were out Hiccup and Stoic landed near the forge. 

>"Did you find anything?" Re asked. <br>"Yeah three baby 
Thunderdrums, " said Stoic. 

>"I see," said Re. "And where are they now? "<br>"Still out in the 
wild," said Hiccup. Re looked a bit concerned. 

>"You don't need to worry about it your majesty," said Thornado. "I'm 
sure they are quite capable of handling themselves . "<br>" I sure hope 
so," said Re. He watched as Hiccup and Stoic went up to their house, 
their dragons following. Re looked up at the stars. The constellation 
Draco twinkled down at him. Then Gobber came out of the forge. 

>"It sure is nice to see those two on good speaking terms," he said. 
"Now I don't have to do all the talking. It's very good, especially 
since Hiccup has no mother . "<br>"What happened to her exactly?" Re 
asked, still looking the stars. 

>"Ah, carried off by a dragon," said Gobber. "Hiccup was just a year 
old. "<br>"That ' s odd, a dragon doesn't just carry off a human," said 
Re. "Unless it was for rescue, or she had something of value." 

>"It was probably hungry," said Gobber . <br>"Dragons don't eat 
people," said Re with a sigh as he walked off. He flew up to 
Serenity's Hospital to turn in for the night. 

The next day Hiccup was woken up my a huge, bellowing, roar. It was 
so loud it knocked both Hiccup and Toothless out of bed. They got to 
their feet and went down stairs. 

>"What's going on?" Hiccup asked Stoic. <br>"I was just about to ask 
you the same thing," said Stoic. They ran outside. Toothless behind 
them. The people were running all over the place, being chased by the 
three baby Thunderdrums for yesterday. They were all over the place 
and roaring so loud it knocked whole houses to bits. 

High on a ledge overlooking the village Re watched as the riders 
chased down the baby dragons. They were having trouble as the babies 
were very fast and loud. He wanted to help, but didn't know how. 
Aurora was better with kids then he and Tenor were. Hiccup and Astrid 
tried herding the babies into the arena, but it was no use. Finally 

Stoic had to get Thornado to quiet the babies down. Re flew down as 

well and landed next to Thornado. 

>"Hiccup, I want you to get those troublemakers off this island, " 
said Stoic, his ears still ringing . <br>"Dad we should try training 
them, " Hiccup said. 

>"You're going to try and get baby orphaned dragons to listen to 

you?" said Re. "Baby dragons don't listen to anyone except their 

elders . "<br>"But I know we can train them," said Hiccup. "And they 
would be a great defense against Dagur and the Berserkers." Stoic 
considered . 

>"Alright, " he said. "But first sign of trouble, they go. Thornado 
isn't their mother or a babysitter. He's got chiefly duties." Re and 
Thornado exchanged a glance. <p> 

The riders got the three Thunderdrums into the arena. Re watched from 
the spectators area. He was sitting on his haunches with his tail 
wrapped around his paws. He watched the riders trying and failing to 
train the baby dragons. Even with the help of their own dragons they 
were getting no where. Then Re was joined by Thornado. 

>"Can I join you your majesty?" he asked. <br>"Sure, " said Re. 

>"What's going on down there?" Thornado asked. <br>"I think the riders 
have found out that baby dragons are much harder to train then 
adults, " Re chuckled. 

>"And you don't want to help?" Thornado asked. <br>"Of course I do," 



said Re. "But I am no good with kids, and neither is Tenor. Aurora is 
the expert." They watched the riders continued to chase the babies 
all around the arena. They were all covering their ears. 

>"Perhaps I could lend a wing," said Thornado. "They seem to like 
me . "<br>"What about your job?" Re asked. 

>"Hmm, " said Thornado. "I do like my job, but I think Stoic can do 
without me. Those three can't." He walked off and went into the 
arena. The three babies saw him and flew right over. The riders and 
other dragons seemed all too happy to see him. Hiccup walked up to 
him. <br>"Okay Thornado, how about a little follow the leader," he 
said. Thornado took off and the three babies followed him. They flew 
in circles around the arena. 

>"So what are your guys' names?" Thornado asked them. <br>"I 'm Bing," 
said the green one. 

>"I'm Bam," said the blue one.<br>"And I'm Boom," said the purple 
one. "You know you're really cool." 

>"Thank you," said Thornado. He landed and the three followed 

suit . <br>"Can we hang out with you instead?" asked Bing. "The humans 

aren't fun at all. And those other dragons are so bossy." 

>"That's because they aren't Thunderdrums, " said Thornado. Suddenly 
he heard Stoic calling for him. Thornado sighed sadly . <br>"Well got 
to go kids," he said. "I'll see you all later, be good." He left the 
arena just before Stoic came in. Re watched, feeling sorry for the 
old dragon. Suddenly Bing, Bam, and Boom lifted off the ground and 
followed Thornado. They moved so fast the riders had no time to close 
the gates. And the three babies were lose in the village again. The 
riders got on their dragons and went to get them. Re flew back to the 
ledge he was on before. He watched all the action. He could hear 
Stoic yelling at Hiccup. Re never liked it when the innocent were 
shouted at. The riders kept trying to wrangle the three babies, but 
eventually Thornado had to come to the rescue again. He flew down and 
bellowed at the babies and they quieted right down. The riders landed 
and Re glided down as well. He perched on a boardwalk and listened. 

>"Remember how you said I wouldn't be sorry," Stoic said. <br>"Yes, " 
said Hiccup, feeling so embarrassed. 

>"Well, I'm officially sorry," said Stoic. "But you need to find 
these Thunderdrums a new home." He clicked the reins and Thornado 
took off.<p> 

Worn out and embarrassed the riders herded the baby Thunderdrums away 
from Berk and towards Dragon Island. When they got there they landed 
in a place where no other dragons were in sight. The three 
Thunderdrums looked around, curious. 

>"So Bing, Bam, and Boom," said Hiccup. "Welcome to your new home. 
Dragon Island. You're going to love it here. There's lots of room for 
you to play, and you can make all the noise you want." The baby 
dragons weren't listening of course. The riders reluctantly got back 
on their dragons and took off. They headed back to Berk . <br>"They ' 11 
be okay there," said Hiccup, more to himself than anyone else. 
"They'll love it there." 

>"What's not to like," Fishlegs chimed in. "It's an island full of 
dragons . "<br>"And we can come visit them," said Hiccup. 

>"Yeah but they won't be there," said Tuf fnut . <br>"Why? " asked 
Hiccup . 

>" 'Cause they're right behind you," said Ruffnut. The riders turned 
around, and sure enough the three Thunderdrums were hot on their 
tails . <br>"Oh great," Hiccup moaned. The riders turned around and led 
the babies back towards Dragon Island. Hiccup had Toothless catch a 
few fish on the way. When they landed Hiccup gave the babies the 



fish, figuring he should have thought of that earlier. While the 
Thunderdrums were distracted by the fish the riders got on their 
dragons as fast and as quietly as they could and took off. Astrid 
suggested the long way home, and the riders agreed. 

But when they landed in the plaza they found. Stoic, Thornado, Re, 
and the three Thunderdrums waiting for them. 

>"What?" Hiccup cried. "How is that possible? "<br>"Never mind," said 
Stoic. "It looks like Thornado and I are going to have to give you 
'dragon trainers' a hand." Hiccup was now really ashamed. Stoic got 
on Thornado and they all flew back towards Dragon Island. 

The sun was setting when the dragons landed. Hiccup got off Toothless 
and talked to the babies again. 

>"Look guys Berk just isn't the place for you," he said. <br>"Let ' s 
have Thornado have a word with them, " Stoic suggested. Hiccup went 
back over to Toothless and Thornado approached the baby dragons. 

>"Hey you three," he whispered. "I know you want to come with us, but 
it's not safe on Berk . "<br>"Will we ever see you again?" asked Boom. 

>"I think so," said Thornado. "I'll come visit whenever I have 
time . "<br>"Okay, " said the three kids in unison. 

>"Be good, " Thornado said. With that he spread his wings and took 
off. The other dragons followed with their riders. But as they got 
farther Thornado sensed danger. Ignoring Stoic's protests he turned 
around. The other dragons did the same. Now the riders could see many 
wild dragons advancing on the three Thuderdrums . Thornado 
growled. <br>"It looks like they might not be welcome on Dragon Island 
either," said Hiccup. "Maybe that's why we found them out on the sea 
stacks . " 

>"0h, they were probably chased there, " said Fishlegs, pitying the 
baby dragons. The riders flew back to the ground and fought off the 
wild dragons. <p> 

The noise of the fight carried over into the Royal Cave where Tenor 
was sleeping. When he heard the noise he woke up, blinking sleepily. 
He yawned and dropped from the ledge he had been hanging from. After 
a quick stretch of his wings, he took off to see was was going 
on . 

The riders and their dragons fought off the wild dragons. Many more 
kept coming. Thornado turned to Bing, Bam, and Boom. 

>"Lets show these wild dragons what Thunderdrums are made of, " he 
said with a smirk. The babies wagged their tails eagerly. All four 
Thunderdrms lifted into the air and the riders covered their ears. 

The four dragons let out their famous roars at once. This caused the 
wild dragons to fly backwards and out of sight. Then Thornado and the 
babies landed, looking proud of themselves . <br>"Looks like they 
taught those wild dragons a lesson," said Hiccup, with a laugh. 

>"Yeah, " said Fishlegs, with an air of dread. "This time." The riders 
looked around and saw even more wild dragons coming towards them. The 
dragons were ready to defend the three babies again, when a powerful 
plasma blast came out of no where and hit the ground with a bang. 
Everyone fell silent as Tenor glided down . <br>"What ' s all this 
noise?" he asked, rather loudly. He landed on a tree stump. 

>"We found these baby Thunderdrums, " said Hiccup, pointing at Bing, 
Bam, and Boom. "They were too rowdy for Berk so we tried to bring 
them here, but they're not welcome here either." Tenor turned to the 



wild dragons who were still coming . <br>"Don ' t you all have fish to 
catch?" he said. The wild ones immediately backed off and flew away. 


>"Thanks Tenor," said Stoic . <br>"So what are you going to do with 
them?" Tenor asked. 

>"Can they stay here?" asked Fishlegs. "They have no where else to 
go . "<br>"They can but they'll need an adult," said Tenor. "And don't 
look at me I'm no good with kids." Stoic looked down at Thornado, and 
Thornado looked back at him. 

>"We'll handle this," Stoic said. "Thank you Tenor." Tenor looked a 
bit confused but took off and landed in a nearby tree. Stoic sighed 
and began unbuckling Thornado ' s saddle, surprising everyone . <br>" I 
think we both know what we have to do don't we Thornado," said Stoic. 
The Thunderdrum hummed quietly. 

>"Dad what are you doing?" Hiccup asked, though he already knew the 
answer . <br>" I ' m setting Thornado free," Stoic said as he removed the 
saddle. Hiccup didn't know what to say. 

>"You're doing what any chief would do in this situation," Stoic said 
to his dragon. "Or any father. Right now these three need you more 
than I do, but that doesn't mean I won't miss you." Thornado smiled 
gratefully. Stoic stroked his snout . <br>"Take care of your new 
family, " he said. Then the chief reluctantly turned and walked 
towards the other riders. Hiccup thought he might cry. Stoic got on 
Toothless behind his son and they took off, all very quiet. Just 
before they lost sight of Dragon Island Stoic looked back at the new 
family . 

>"Good bye old friend, " he whispered. With that the riders head for 
home . <p> 

Tenor stayed on his perch watching the Thunderdrums . Thornado looked 
up at him. 

>"You can go back to sleep now sir," he said. "I've got this." Tenor 
glided down in front of him. <br>"It ' s almost time for my night patrol 
anyway, " he said. 

>"Thanks for your help," said Thornado. Tenor gave a quick, deep bow. 
He spread his wings and took off. Thornado looked up at the 
constellation Draco, and quietly thanked the Dragon God for his good 
fortune and prayed that Stoic would be rewarded in some way. Then he 
curled up with the three hatchlings and fell asleep. <p> 


19. Cast Out (part 1) 

**Cast out (part 1**) 

Hiccup had decided to do an ambush exercise and had asked Gobber and 
a few other vikings to help them out. So Gobber and his fellow 
vikings were in the middle of the woods with catapults, ready to 
launch a fake ambush. Aurora and Tenor where there as well circling 
the woods in case they needed to haul someone back to the village. 
Tenor watched as the riders flew towards the ambush. Hiccup had asked 
Gobber to not tell them where the ambush was, which would feel more 
realistic. Suddenly the ground crew spotted them. 

>"Fire!" cried Gobber. The vikings launched the the catapults and 
huge heavy boulders came flying at them. <br>"Ambush ! " Hiccup called. 
Toothless shot a boulder flying at them, shattering it. Another 
boulder came at them and Meatlug caught it in her mouth and ate it. 
More boulders kept coming. The dragons dodged them all. Both Tenor 
and Aurora wanted to help them but Hiccup had told them not to 
interfere unless there was a real emergency. The boulders kept 



coming . 

>"There's too many of them," Hiccup called. "Fall back." Most of the 
riders obayed, but Snotlout was restless. He steered Hookfang towards 
the catapults . <br>" I ' m going to finish this," he cried. Hookfang flew 
low and headed for the catapults. 

>"Snotlout that is not the exercise," Hiccup called. "Retreat." 
Snotlout just rolled his eyes and ignored him. He flew Hookfang in a 
big circle around the catapults, flew off, did a quick back flip, and 
shot a fire blast at them. The blast hit one of the catapults causing 
it to fire another boulder at the riders. Aurora and Tenor saw it 
heading towards Hiccup and Toothless . <br>"Hiccup look out!" Aurora 
roared. Hiccup saw the boulder and steered his dragon out of the way 
just in time. But the boulder was now heading towards Astrid. She 
tried to get out of the way but the rock hit her in the shoulder 
knocking her out of the saddle. She screamed as she fell towards the 
trees. Tenor was closest so he went into a high speed dive, he could 
dive faster than a falling human. He tucked all his wings and fins 
close to his body, he remembered to pull his teeth into his gums so 
he wouldn't bite Astrid by accident. He dove through a few dead trees 
and managed to catch Astrid by on of her shoulder plates, just before 
she hit the ground. He set her down on the ground right before he 
smacked into a fallen tree crashed. He landed on his back, his armor 
had prevented any real injury. Winded he got to his feet and went to 
check on Astrid as Aurora, Stormfly, and the other riders landed. 

>"Thanks Tenor," said Hiccup . <br>"Don ' t mention it," said Tenor as he 
began picking the small splinters out of his wings. Stormfly began 
nuzzling her rider who had passed out. After a few minuets Astrid 
came around, winded but uninjured. As she sat up Snotlout and 
Hookfang landed. He seemed totally unaware of the accident he had 
just caused. He dismounted and looked at the others. Hiccup was 
furious . 

>"You have no idea what you just did do you?" he shouted. <br>"Yeah, 
Hookfang and I just did the coolest trick shot ever, " said Snotlout, 
not picking up on Hiccup's mood. 

>"You almost got Astrid killed!" yelled Hiccup . <br>"Come on she's 
fine, " Snotlout scoffed. 

> "No thanks to you," Astrid panted as Aurora helped her up. Then 
Astrid screamed and ran at Snotlout, full of rage. But Hiccup stopped 
her. Astrid calmed down and went over to stand next to Stormfly. 
Hiccup turned beck to Snotlout . <br>" I ' m tired of this," Hiccup 
shouted . 

>"Tired of what?" said Snotlout . <br>"You always think you know better 
then everyone else, " Hiccup snapped. 

>"I look out for number one," said Snotlout. "And one A." After a 
small protest from Hookfang . <br>"Exactly, " said Hiccup. "How can we 
rely on you if you don't do what we ask?" 

>"So what your saying?" said Snotlout, toughly . <br>" I ' m saying until 
further notice you're suspened from the Academy," Hiccup shot back. 
"You're grounded." Everyone was shocked at this, the dragons 
included . 

>"You can't ground me, you're not my dad," said Snotlout . <br>"Yes I 
can," Hiccup shot back. And Snotlout had nothing to say to that. 
Hiccup could make the best arguments in all of Berk. 

>"Watch, " snapped Snotlout. He turned around, got back on his dragon, 
and took off. Hiccup pinched the bridge of his nose between his thumb 
and finger, this helped calm him down somewhat. Astrid walked up to 
him.<br>"You did't have to that for me Hiccup," she said. Hiccup 
looked at her. 

>"If we can't count on him during training, then how can we count on 



him next time we run into Dagur?" He said, still mad. <br>"He ' s got a 
point," said Aurora. The others agreed. Hiccup went over to 
Toothless, who gave him a soft coo. Hiccup got on him and they took 
off. Astrid turned to Tenor who was still pulling splinters out of 
his wings . 

>"Thanks for saving my life Tenor," she told him.<br>"You are welcome 
Ms. Astrid," Tenor said. "Sorry about the rough landing." 

Hiccup and Toothless flew over the woods. Hiccup was still mad. He 
didn't no how much of his cousin he could take, and he was sure 
suspension wouldn't help much. He gripped the handles of the saddle, 
his knuckles turned white. Toothless wined at him, as if to say 'are 
you okay? ' 

>"Yeah I'm fine bud," he said, patting the dragon on the head. They 
reached the village and landed in the plaza. Hiccup got off, feeling 
worn out. He went up to his house. Toothless at his heels, to cool of 
a bit.<p> 

Later that evening all the dragons, minus Hookfang, had gathered 
under Serenity's Golden Apple Tree. Re, Aurora, and Tenor were all 
there. Stoic had asked if all three of the royal dragons to stay on 
Berk for a while to help keep a lookout for the Berserkers and/or 
Screaming Death. Re had agreed and asked the dragons of Dragon Island 
to keep the island running without them. So all three of them were on 
Berk and happy about it. Serenity was currently stitching up a huge 
gash in the wing of a wild Monstrous Nightmare. 

>"So how did it go with ambush?" Re asked, who had been out 
patrolling . <br>" It was very exciting," said Tenor. "Snotlout got 
restless and attacked the ambush. One of the catapults went off and 
knocked Astrid off her saddle. I managed to catch her before she hit 
the ground. Hiccup got so mad at Snotlout and grounded him." 

>"Wow, he can do that?" said Re.<br>"Yeah he can do that," said 
Aurora. "He runs the Academy. Though I don't see it being very 
effective . " 

>"And I'm guessing this is why Hookfang isn't joining us," said 
Re.<br>"That would be correct," said Toothless. 

>"I'm sure this will blow over in about three weeks," said Ruby, 
trying to be optimistic . <br>"Say that was a spectacular catch you 
did," Stormfly told Tenor, changing the subject a bit. 

>"Thanks, I find that saving humans is a lot of fun, " Tenor said. 
"Especially when they try to save our kind most of the time . "<br>"Do 
you think Hiccup will make a great chief?" Stormfly asked. 

>"Absolutely, " said Re. "He already handles that Academy really well, 
despite the hardships . "<br>" I think he's nervous about being chief," 
said Toothless. "I can sense it, and to be honest I'm a bit nervous 
my self. " 

>"How come?" asked Meatlug . <br>"Well he's going to be really busy 
running the village he won't have time to go flying with me," said 
Toothless. "At least not like we used to." 

>"Don't worry cousin," said Tenor. "If we all pitch it, the riders as 
well, then he may have time for flying." Toothless felt a bit better. 
They fell silent for a bit and watched Serenity work. She was almost 
done with the Nightmare's wing, the dragon had fallen asleep. She 
sensed the others looking at her and glanced up . <br>"What ? " she said 
confused . 

>"0h nothing we just like watching you work," said Tenor. Serenity 
rolled her eyes and continued stitching . <br>"How long have you been a 
dragon healer?" Toothless asked. 

>"Fifteen years now," said Serenity. "The Healer Dragons back home 



taught me everything I know. "<br>"Wow, " said Stormfly. "No wonder 
you 're so good . " 

>"Yeah, " said Serenity. "I've been working at the closest hospital to 
our castle for a long time and now I get my own hospital." She 
finished sewing and reached for her clippers. She accidentally cut 
herself on her scalpel . <br>"Ouch, " she hissed and looked over the 
damage. Her palm was cut and bleeding. 

>"You okay?" Aurora asked. <br>"Cut my self," Serenity said. She used 
her other hand to get the clippers, and cut the loose threads. Then 
she turned her attention to her wound, which was still bleeding and 
making her dizzy. Toothless went over and nudged her hand. She held 
it out and he licked the wound with his special saliva. She felt 
better. She leaned in her chair and let the dizziness wear off. 

>"Thank you Toothless, " she whispered, as the dragon finished. She 
scratched his nose . <br>"How come you don't get dizzy when you stitch 
up wounds but get it when you bleed?" Toothless wanted to know. 

> "No idea," said Serenity as she put a band aid on her hand. "I guess 
its because I'm more used to seeing dragon's blood than bleeding 
myself . "<br>"Who was your first patient?" asked Meatlug. 

>"It was Re to be honest," said Serenity. "He got struck by lightning 
when he was young and I got to stitch him up for an exam." They all 
looked at Re.<br>"It's true," he said. "I still have a scar on my 
back from where I was hit." He began to take of his armor. When he 
succeeded he laid down on the grass so they all could see his back. 
Right between his wings joints was a big patch of raw, pink skin, 
with no scales. It was roughly star shaped and as large as Stormfly 's 
nostrils . 

>"I was flying along our northern coast in a rain storm," Re said. 

"It was raining and there was lightning everywhere. I was on my way 
back to the castle when I felt something hot and powerful hit me 
right there. I blacked out and woke up in the hospital, the Healer 
Dragons said that Serenity had passes her exam and I was going to be 
okay . "<br>"Where ' s the exit wound?" asked Belch. Re took of the 
gauntlet of his right front paw and showed them another scar, 
smaller, but similarly shaped to the big one on his back. 

>"Wow you must have been really lucky," said Stormfly . <br>" I was," 
said Re as he put his things back on. "I was actually declared dead 
at the hospital, but Serenity found the tiniest pulse and built on 
it. And if she hadn't spotted it and done something then I would have 
been dead. She stitched up my wounds, gave me fluids, and here I am. 
The healers were so impressed that they told her that they would 
consider her final exam passed." 

>"That's an amazing story," said Barf. Serenity had gone back to 
finishing up her work.<br>"Is this why the king and queen keep you?" 
asked Belch. 

> " N o , " said Serenity. "They keep me because I have no where else to 
go." She put a bandage on the wild dragon's wing and let him sleep it 
off. At that moment the dragons heard their riders calling for 
them.<br>"We have to go home now," said Toothless. "But we'll see you 
tomorrow . " 

>"Good night my friends," Serenity said, her honey sweet voice soft. 
When the dragons were gone Serenity went into her tree and went to 
sleep, still slightly dizzy from her hand. Tenor took off for his 
night patrol, leaving Re, Aurora, Ruby, and Harmony to sleep in the 
soft dragonnip . <p> 


The next day Tenor returned from his night patrol and went hunting 
and activity he'd been neglecting for a while. Then he went landed 



next to the rebuilt Thunder Ear, so he could hear approaching danger 
while he slept. 


Hiccup and Toothless flew into the Academy with Re and Aurora behind 
them. The other riders, minus Snotlout, were there already. The Twins 
were in Hookfang's pen making some kind of measurement. 

>"So let me guess Snotlout is out flying, " Hiccup said as he 
dismounted. <br>"You didn't hear it from us," said Tuffnut. 

>"And what are you two doing?" asked Hiccup . <br>"We figured with 
Snotlout kicked out of the Academy we would knock down a wall, " said 
Tuffnut. "And merge it with ours." 

>"I didn't kick him out of the Academy," said Hiccup, though the idea 
was slightly tempting. "He's just on temporary suspension . "<br>"Well 
what choice do you have," said Tuffnut. "After his total regard for 
you leadership. He should have his pen merged with another pen." 

>"The only remaining option is total expulsion," said Ruffnut. "Or 
you run the risk of loosing the other riders . "<br>"Wow they actually 
have a point," said Astrid. Hiccup was left with a hard decision. 

>"I will talk to Snotlout when he comes back," he snapped. Re and 
Aurora looked at each other . <br>"They all want him expelled?" Aurora 
asked . 

>"That's what it sounds like," said Re. "And I for one don't blame 
them, no one likes a recruit who won't obey orders and put innocent 
lives in danger." He got up from his sitting position and flew out of 
the Academy for a quick fishing trip, while Aurora helped out at the 
Academy. Re caught himself a few cod and salmon before heading to the 
plaza to see if Stoic needed his help with anything. When he got 
there the village was as quiet as it could get with dragons flying 
around. Nothing seemed out of place. Just then Stoic came out of the 
Great Hall looking a bit worn out.<br>"Hi ya Re," he said. "What are 
you up to?" 

>"Ah just looking for something to do, " Re said. "Aurora is helping 
out with the Academy and Tenor is keeping an ear out for trouble." He 
looked up at where his brother was sleeping, his sensitive ears 
twitching at every little sound. At that moment there came loud roars 
from the farm yards. Re figured he would be needed. <br>"See you 
latter Stoic," he said. He spread his wings and flew off. He soared 
over the farmyards where a Zippleback and a Gronkle were chasing 
chickens and sheep. At first Re was tempted to join in, but he shook 
it off and flew down to and landed on the barn roof. He roared louder 
than the two dragons bellow him. They stopped and looked at him. 

>"Look I know chasing farm animals is fun, " Re said. "But could you 
find something else to do so the other dragons don't get in 
trouble . "<br>"Like what?" the Gronkle asked. 

>"Well, there are plenty of boars in the woods to chase," said Re. 
"And squirrels . "<br>"Okay, " said the Zipplebaack, "We will do that." 
The two of them flew off and Re took off to see what else he could 
fix in the dragon half of Berk. 

Later that afternoon Stoic let Re into his house to cool off, while 
Aurora patrolled the island. Hiccup came in with Toothless, both 
looking just as worn out as Stoic. 

>"Hey Dad, though day?" Hiccup asked, spying the huge ice cube Stoic 
pressed to his forehead. <br>"Sometimes it's not so easy being a 
leader," Stoic said, groaning every few minuets. 

>"I'm in a rough spot myself with Snolout, " said Hiccup . <br>"And 
what's he done now?" Stoic asked, handing his son a smaller block of 



ice . 

>"He disobeyed a direct order, " said Hiccup, putting the ice to his 
head. "So I suspended him, and now he's refusing to obey that order. 

I don't know what to do, do I expel him for good? "<br> " Is that what 
you want?" asked Stoic. 

>"No, " said Hiccup. "But I also don't want to put the other riders at 
risk . "<br>"Hmm, " said Stoic. "Tricky, decisions like this, never 
easy. I've had to make a few myself." Re looked up from his doze. 

>"Then how do you do it?" asked Hiccup, desperate for a way out. "How 
can you be someone's friend and still be their leader? "<br>"You 
can't," said Stoic. "Not always." Hiccup looked very lost so he 
continued. "Son one day you will be chief, and when that day comes 
you're going to have to make decisions; not for your friends or for 
yourself, but all of Berk." Toothless and Re exchanged a glance. 

>"You know I remember hearing the exact same lecture from my 
parents," Re said in Dragontongue . <br>"And were they right?" 

Toothless asked. 

>"Yeah, " said Re. "My country has never been to war, but we still 
somehow get humans on our shores without dragons. And I'm the one who 
has to decide which one lives and which one is executed. I don't like 
killing humans, its not what I was made for, but I have to do 
something to keep my kind safe . "<br>"Heavy, " Toothless deadpanned. Re 
nodded . 

>"I'm just glad I have a good queen and a brother to help me," he 
said. Suddenly there came a commotion from out in the plaza. They all 
dropped their conversations and ran outside. The villagers were 
gathered around something. Re spread his wings and flew up onto the 
roof of the blacksmith to get a better look. Hookfang had returned, 
and Alvin The Treacherous dismounted him. He carried a passed out 
Snotlout over his shoulder and put him on the ground. Hiccup and 
Stoic pushed their way forward and were quite shocked to see Alvin. 
But that was short lived. Stoic looked up at Re . <br>"Arrest him!" he 
bellowed. Re roared and jumped from the roof. He pinned Alvin down 
with his talons and a Viking put shackles on him. Re cracked his long 
tail like a whip. Alvin got to his feet and they all went up to the 
Great Hall. Aurora and the other riders came back from the Academy 
and joined them. In the Great Hall Aurora and Re sat next to each 
other and watched Alvin's trial. 

>"Is this how you treat someone who saves a valuable life?" Alvin 
said. Hiccup rolled his eyes.<br>"We both you didn't do it for 
Snotlout," said Stoic. "You did it for yourself." 

>"What could I possibly gained from coming here?" snapped Alvin. "I 
have a proposal for you . "<br>"Not interested," said Stoic. "You will 
remain in our jail until a proper sentence can be carried out. Re 
will you please get him behind bars?" Re gave a quick nod and flew 
off, snatching up Alvin in his talons, and flew right out of the 
Great Hall. As the other Vikings exited the riders ran up to Hiccup. 

>"Hiccup, Snotlout just woke up, " said Astrid. "And apparently Alvin 
wasn't the only big, nasty beast on that island. "<br>"The Screaming 
Death is closing in on Berk," said Fishlegs. 

>"Well that's fantastic news," Hiccup snapped with his usual 
sarcasum. "Come on."<p> 

He gathered up the other riders and went to the arena. Re and Aurora 
joined them. Tenor was still at his post next to the Thunder Ear. The 
riders went right into training mode. The dragons were as restless as 
the riders . 



>"Come on guys stay focused," said Hiccup. "We need to find a way to 
keep the Screaming Death away from Berk." At that moment Snotlout and 
Hookfang flew in. The others landed their dragons . <br>"Did you all 
miss me?" Snotlout boasted. 

>"Snotlout I'm very happy you're okay," said Hiccup. "But this 
doesn't change anything, you're still suspended. "<br>"What ! ?" cried 
Snotlout, outraged. 

>"You broke the rules, again, and you almost got yourself killed in 
the process," said Hiccup . <br>" I found the Screaming Death and 
captured Alvin, " Snotlout shouted. 

>"Weren't passed outwhen you captured him?" asked Astrid. Snotlout 
ignored her. Hiccup went over the Hookfang . <br>"This doesn't change 
anything, you're still suspended," he said. "I'm sorry." He led 
Hookfang into his pen and closed the door. Hookfang looked rather 
sad, no dragon liked to be caged. Hiccup did actually feel sorry 
Hookfang, considering that it wasn't all his fault. 

>"Sorry Hookfang," Hiccup said quietly. With that Astrid and the 
Twins put their dragons in their stalls for the night. Toothless and 
Meatlug flew their riders home where they all turned in for the 
night. Tenor woke up for his night patrol and Aurora took his spot. 
Tenor spread his wings and flew low over the village. The sun had set 
completely and Tenor could see the stars through the thin layer of 
clouds. He circled over the docks, everything was quiet. Suddenly he 
heard loud, agressive roars coming from the arena. Tenor snarled and 
flew over to see what was going on. He flew low over the arena; the 
dragons were fighting each other, and Tenor could smell Dragonroot . 
Tenor ignored the urge to fight for it and continued to look around. 
Dagur and the Berserkers were lurking outside the arena watching the 
dragons fight. Tenor quickly turned around and flew as fast as he 
could towards the village. As he flew over the plaza he let out loud 
calls, alerting the Vikings of the danger. They came running out, 
including Stoic and Hiccup . <br>"What is it Tenor?" Hiccup called up. 

>"Berserkers near the arena," said Tenor. "And the dragons are in 
trouble . "<br>"Thank you Tenor," called Stoic. 

Hiccup got the other riders and they all ran towards the arena. 

Hiccup and Fishlegs got on their dragons and flew a head. When the 
riders got to the arena Hiccup steered Toothless in a big circle over 
the arena and spotted the Dragonroot . 

>"Dagur put Dragonroot in the arena," he shouted to Fishlegs. They 
landed outside the arena next to Astrid and the Twins. At that moment 
Snotlout came running up to them. <br>"Hiccup I need to tell you 
something, " he panted. 

> "Not now Snotlout," said Hiccup sternly. "But this is really 
importuned," said Snotlout . <br>" I said not now," said Hiccup. "Right 
now I need you all to go get your dragons away from the Dragonroot." 
Astrid, Snotlout, and the Twins ran into the arena and tried to calm 
the dragons down. Hiccup knew this was a fool's errand, Dragonroot 
was unstoppable. He turned to Fishlegs and Meatlug. 

>"Okay Fishlegs, this is all you, " Hiccup said. "Toothless and I 
can't go in there because he'll be affected by the Dragonroot, I need 
you to go in there and get that root out of there . "<br>"You hear that 
Meatlug?" said Fishlegs. "It's up to you and me." Meatlug croaked 
bravely. Fishlegs steered her into the arena. Hiccup and Toothless 
watched as the Gronkle flew as fast as she could towards the 
Dragonroot. She dodged her fellow dragons and picked up the root in 
her jaws. She turned and flew back towards the exit, now with all the 
other dragons on her tail, then just before Meatlug reached the exit 
the gate slid shut, by two Berserkers, trapping them all in the 



arena. Toothless roared in outrage. 

>"Open that gate," Hiccup ordered. "Or I ' 11 . . "<br>"Or you'll what?" 
sneered Dagur. 

>"What do you want Dagur?" Hiccup growled. <br>"What I've always 
wanted," said Dagur. "The Night Fury, hand him over and we'll leave 
peacefully. It's your choice, your dragon or your friends." Hiccup 
was now just as trapped as his friends. He looked from his fellow 
riders trying not to get killed by their own dragons, to Toothless. 
The Night Fury looked back at him, his green eyes full of fear. But 
then just when Hiccup thought he would have to sacrifice one friend 
for another; Re and Aurora flew down and shot fire at the Berserkers. 
Stoic and the rest of the village weren't far behind. 

>"Open that gate," Stoic ordered. "Or we'll run you through and open 
the gate ourselves." Re and Aurora roared triumphantly. Stoic and the 
other villagers ran at the Berserkers, weapons raised. Hiccup and 
Toothless joined in. While everyone was occupied Re flew to where the 
leaver to the gate was. He landed grabbed the chain in his jaws. 
Suddenly Alvin jumped over him and ran to join the fight. Dagur was 
quite surprised. <br>"You ! ?" he shouted. 

>"Me!" Alvin shouted back. "Don't look so surprised." Re turned back 
to the chain. He backed up pulling the chain with all his might. 
Slowly the gate opened and Fishlegs saw his chance. He steered 
Meatlug towards the exit with the Dragonroot . The other dragons still 
following her. Just as they escaped Savage spotted Re and swung at 
him with his bone club. Re dropped the chain, causing the gate to 
shut again cutting off the dragon who were just about to fly after 
Meatlug. Re reared and extended his wings, clawing the air and 
roaring. Savage jumped onto the dragon's head and slammed it into the 
ground. Re roared and struggled under Savage's weight. But Savage 
didn't see Re's tail readying itself for a whiplash. Re swung his 
tail at Savage, whipping him on the rear. He howled and let go of 
Re's head. The dragon was able to shove him off and fly away. From 
the air it looked like Stoic had won, the dragons in the arena had 
finally settled down. But then he saw Dagur walking towards Stoic who 
was trying to get up. Re went into a dive, ready to fire. But when he 
got close to the ground another Berserker slammed something into the 
side of Re's head, severely stunning him. Re crashed in between Dagur 
and Stoic. Dagur looked way too happy about this.<p> 

Hiccup landed Toothless to give him a break. Aurora landed nearby. 
Fishlegs and Meatlug returned, having successfully gotten rid of the 
Dragonroot. Hiccup thought the battle was over. 

>"Hiccup!" Gobber cried. Hiccup and Toothless ran over to see what 
Gobber and Alvin were looking at . <br>"Dad ! " he cried. Dagur and 
Savage held Stoic hostage, with his hands tied. And several more 
Berserkers had ropes around Re's jaws and wings, and a piece of cloth 
over his eyes. 

> "No body make a move, " Dagur threatened. Neither Stoic or Re even 
tried to break free, their bonds were too tight . <br>"Dagur, " Alvin 
growled, almost sounding like a dragon himself. Aurora hissed, 
wanting to save her mate but with out putting Stoic in further 
danger . 

>"We'll be leaving now," said Dagur cheerfully. "And if I see any 
dragon following us, rider or not, you'll be looking for a new chief. 
And your dragon friends will need to find a new king." With that the 
Berserkers turned around and began hauling their hostages away. Re 
was still too stunned to fight, and he couldn't see the rope men, so 
he just followed them with his head down. But just before he was 
taken away he turned his head back towards the others and managed to 
call.<br>"I love you Aurora." Then they were gone. Hiccup was already 



forming a plan in his head. 

>"We'll fly a head of them and use the dragons to burn their ships so 
they can't escape," he said the others . <br>"Don ' t do it boy," Alvin 
warned. "You back a man like that into a corner, you may not like the 
outcome . " 

>"Especially when that man travels with a hundred ship armada, " 

Gobber said. <br>"You want me to to trust him?" asked Hiccup pointing 
at Alvin. 

>"If there's one thing Alvin knows Hiccup, it's treachery," said 
Gobber . <br>"But I have to save my father," Hiccup cried. 

>"Dagur is not going to hurt your father," said Alvin. "Yet, Stoic is 
not what he wants." He looked at Toothless, who Hiccup was still 
mounted on. Hiccup looked down at his dragon as well, and was forced 
to admit for the first time in his life, that Alvin was right. He 
reluctantly dismounted. Toothless nuzzled his shoulder and gave him a 
comforting coo. Aurora had been very quiet. She sat on her haunches 
with her head down and her eyes closed. <p> 

With the heaviest of hearts the Vikings turned in for the night. 

Alvin was put back into his cell. The riders put their dragons back 
into their stalls and went home. Aurora stood on the cliff that 
overlooked the arena, hoping Tenor would return from his patrol soon 
so she wouldn't feel so alone. She watched helplessly as the 
Berserker ships sailed away with her mate and their ally. Even after 
they were long gone she still stood there. She could feel tears in 
her eyes. At that moment she heard footsteps approaching her, and 
from the metal clanks, she knew it was Hiccup. 

>"Hey Aurora," Hiccup said coming up beside her . <br>"Hi, " Aurora said 
softly . 

>"I'm guessing you're just as worried as I am," Hiccup 
said. <br>"Yeah, " said Aurora. 

>"Well don't worry, we'll them both back," said Hiccup, determined. 
"No matter what it takes. Even if I have to give up 

Toothless . "<br>"Don ' t you dare," said Aurora. "I'm sure we'll think 
of something else." 

>"You're right," Hiccup said. "Well, we should get some rest, this is 
going to take a lot of energy." Aurora nodded and followed him back 
to the village. For a brief moment Aurora turned back around, looked 
out at the horizon, whispered. <br>"I love you too Re." Then she 
turned and went back to the village. 


20. Cast Out (part 2) 

**Cast Out (part 2)** 

Three days after the attack by Dagur and the Berserkers Stoic sat in 
the middle of the Outcast arena. Re was laying next to him, covered 
in chains and ropes, still gaged and blindfolded. The Berserkers had 
taken all of his dragon armor off, including his crown. The dragon 
was asleep, worn out from struggling. At that moment Dagur approached 
them, flanked by Savage. Re woke up at once and growled. 

>"I trust you're finding you accommodations comfortable," Dagur 
sneered. Stoic said nothing . <br>"Well don't get too comfortable," 
Dagur continued. "By tonight you'll either be back on Berk, or at the 
bottom of the ocean. It's really up to Hiccup." He pulled out a 
scroll and handed it to Savage. 

>"Deliver this ultimatum to Berk, " he ordered. Savage took the scroll 
and turned to go walking right past Re.<br>"What should we do with 
this one sir?" Savage asked. Dagur sneered at Re. 



>"We won't do anything with it until tonight," he said. "Then I'll 
kill him myself." Cackling he left, after giving Re a hard kick in 
the head. Re growled again and lunged at Dagur, but his bonds held 
him back. The Berserkers left laughing. Re continued to 
struggle . <br>"Give it up Re," Stoic said. "You have way to many 
chains on you." Re stopped and slumped back to the ground, falling 
asleep again. 

Back on Berk the Vikings had gathered in the Great Hall for a town 
meeting. Fishlegs, Meatlug, and Tenor were patrolling Dragon Island 
looking for the Screaming Death. Hiccup made his way up to the Great 
Hall with Astrid at his side. When they entered they found the 
villagers shouting, outraged. Gobber spotted Hiccup and walked over. 

>"Everyone calm down!" Gobber bellowed. "Hiccup will answer all your 
questions." He pulled Hiccup up to the front where he turned to face 
his tribe, glaring at him. Hiccup had no idea what to say or do, he 
wasn't used to handling such a large crowd. <br>"Well as you all know 
Berk is no stranger to hard times," Hiccup said, unconvincingly. The 
villagers began shouting again, and Gobber had to get them quiet 
again. Hiccup looked at Astrid for help. 

>"Tell them they have nothing to worry about and you have everything 
under control, " Astrid suggested. Hiccup turned back to the restless 
crows . <br>"You have nothing to worry about I have everything under 
control," Hiccup told them, still unconvincingly. But it was no use, 
the villagers started shouting for a third time. So Hiccup gave up 
and went outside. He walked back to his house where Toothless was 
waiting for him. The Night Fury nuzzled his rider, hoping to make him 
feel better. Hiccup went into the quiet house, with his dragon 
quietly following. Inside Aurora was laying next to the fire, and 
looked up when the door opened. Hiccup walked thought the room, not 
saying a word. He felt so lost and lonely. He looked over at Aurora, 
who smiled at him sympathetically. Hiccup could tell she was missing 
her mate as much as he was missing his dad. At that moment Gobber 
came in. He immediately saw the boy's lost and lonely expressions. 

>"You know Hiccup there's nothing easy about chiefing, " Gobber said. 
"You should have seen Stoic's first time. He had no idea what to 
do."<br>"I find that hard to believe," said Hiccup. He slumped into 
his dad's chair, so worn out. 

>"You're going to have to put up with all the Alvins and Snotlouts of 
the world," said Gobber, tossing a fish to Toothless. "They were best 
friends you know. Stoic and Alvin. They were inseparable." Hiccup 
woke up a bit at this . <br>"What happened?" he asked. "What changed?" 

>"Everything, " said Gobber. Aurora listened to all of this, and 
silently praying to her father, Draco that the same thing wouldn't 
happen with Hiccup or any of his friends. But before Gobber could 
tell the whole story Fishlegs burst thought the door, Meatlug and 
Tenor right behind him. <br>"Screaming Death!" Fishlegs panted. "We 
saw it just off Dragon Island, and is closing in as we speak." Hiccup 
jumped to his feet, Aurora did the same. They all ran outside. 

>"Is Dragon Island still standing?" Aurora asked Tenor . <br>"Yes, " 
Tenor answered. Astrid and Stormfly landed in the plaza, Astrid got 
off and ran to Hiccup with a scroll in her hands. 

>"Hiccup this just came for you," she said. "It's from Dagur." She 
handed the scroll to Hiccup, who opened it and read it quickly. They 
were all waiting to to hear what it said.<br>"It says we have until 
tonight to deliver Toothless or.." Hiccup stopped, not wanting to say 
it. He scrunched up the paper, and threw it into the sea. 



>"It's a trap," Astrid warned. "If any of us go anywhere near Outcast 
Island, we'll be in danger . "<br>"Well we can't just stand here," said 
Tenor . 

>"He's right," Hiccup said. "The rest of you guys stay here and keep 
the Screaming Death from destroying the town . "<br>"What about you 
father?" Astrid asked. 

>"I'll worry about that," said Hiccup. "Aurora, I'm going to need 
your help." Aurora nodded, pleased that they were finally going to do 
something . <p> 

Later that evening Hiccup, Toothless, and Aurora went into the jail 
to talk to Alvin. Hiccup figured that no one knew Outcast Island like 
Alvin. Alvin got up from his bench when they approached. 

>"So how'd that town meetin' go?" he smirked. "Sounds like you had 
them in the palm of your hand. "<br>"Never mind Alvin," Hiccup 
snapped, and he opened the door and Alvin walked out. He didn't seem 
too clear on what he was supposed to do. 

>"You're going to show me the way into Outcast Island," Hiccup 
demanded. "You and I are going there together, and we're going to 
bring my father home." Alvin looked rather pleased. <br>"You ' ve got 
yourself a deal boy," he said. Hiccup turned to Aurora. 

>"You think you can let Alvin on your back for this?" he asked. 

Aurora did not look pleased with this at all. She swished her tail 
and flared her nostrils. But then she figured Hiccup would talk her 
into it eventually. So she turned so her saddle was facing Alvin. He 
mounted her and Hiccup go on Toothless. As they rode out Toothless 
looked at Aurora . <br> " I ' 11 make sure he's not too rough on you," he 
said . 

>"Thank you, " Aurora said, this made her feel a little bit better 
about the arrangement. The two dragons took off and headed for 
Outcast Island. <p> 

The two dragons flew as fast as they could. Aurora was not at all 
comfortable with having Alvin on her back, and it turned out that 
Alvin wasn't too comfortable with riding her. They were all quiet for 
a few minuets . 

>"So word on the street is you and my dad were best friends, " said 
Hiccup . <br>"Yeah we were," said Alvin. "We worked together to fight 
against dragons." Both Aurora and Toothless flinched. 

>"What changed?" Hiccup asked, wanting to get to the bottom of 
this.<br>"I got a bit jealous," said Alvin. "Stoic was the Chief's 
son I was a simple solider, sound familiar?" 

>"It dose," said Hiccup. "Sounds like me and Snotlout . "<br>"Well any 
way there was a Monstrous Nightmare attack one night, " Alvin 
continued. "I diobayed orders and your father and I had a huge 
argument. There were a few injuries. Then when Stoic became chief I 
knew it was only a matter of time before he banished me." At that 
moment Outcast Island came out of the fog. 

>"And on that cheery note we've arrived," said Hiccup . <br>"Let ' s get 
on with it," said Alvin. He snapped the reins and Aurora picked up 
speed. Hiccup clicked the stirrup and Toothless followed. At first it 
looked like Alvin was heading for the center of town. 

>"Whoa wait we can't just fly over the island they're expecting us," 
said Hiccup . <br>" I ' m well aware of that," said Alvin. "We're not 
flying over the island, we're flying under it." He then tried to 
steer Aurora towards the water. She roared in protest. 

>"Aurora no, " Hiccup ordered, and the Dragon Queen stayed where she 
was.<br>"I thought you were going to trust me," said Alvin. "Moment 
of truth boy." The two dragons looked at Hiccup for further orders. 

He took a deep breath. 



>"Dive, " he ordered and steered Toothless into the water, Aurora was 
right behind them. Alvin steered her towards a strong current that 
carried both dragons towards and underwater cave. They swam inside 
and resurfaced in a large grotto with a beach and another cave that 
lead into the island. The two Vikings crawled out of the water, the 
two dragons right behind them. Alvin pointed at the tunnel . <br>"That 
tunnel will lead us to a secret bunker, " he said. 

>"How do you know Dagur hasn't found it?" asked Hiccup . <br>"Because 
I've got an inside man who assures me that it's clean," said Alvin. 
With that he lead the way into the tunnel. It was quite dark in the 
tunnel but Alvin pulled a torch from a rack on the wall and held it 
in front of Aurora. She lit it with her blue fire and they 
continued . 

Soon they came to a large chamber that had dragon cages in the walls, 
all of which held Whispering Deaths. And feeding the Whispering 
Deaths was . . . 

"Mildew!? This traitor is your inside man?" said Hiccup, shocked. 

>"He's always been faithful to me," said Alvin . <br>"Well there's that 
warm fuzzy feeling I was looking for," said Hiccup. They walked up to 
Mildew who was tossing fish to the Whispering Deaths. 

>"Well Mildew, never thought I see the day you'd be playing nanny to 
a nursery of dragons," Hiccup said, slightly amused. <br>" Interesting 
tern of events isn't it?" said Mildew. Aurora and Toothless hadn't 
stopped growling since they'd entered the chamber. Then Hiccup 
spotted a cage with a Whispering Death surrounded by eggs. 

>"So this is where all those Whispering Death eggs you planted came 
from," he said. <br>"His idea," Alvin said pointing at Mildew. "And 
not a very good one." 

>"So this Whispering Death laid all those eggs?" said 
Hiccup . <br>"Every one," said Mildew. 

>"And that would include a large red egg?" asked Hiccup . <br>" I 
wondered about that one," said Mildew. "How'd it turn out?" 

>"Eh, big, " said Hiccup, an idea forming in his head. He pulled out a 
sheet of parchment and a charcoal pen. He quickly wrote a note to 
Berk. He went to Toothless and pulled Sharpshot out of his special 
saddlebag . <br>"What are you doing?" Alvin asked. 

>"I'm sending a message home," Hiccup replied. "That egg turned out 
to be a Screaming Death. It's been tearing apart whole islands, and I 
think I know what it's been looking for." He looked at the mother 
dragon, and all her eggs . <br>"Right here's what we need to do," Alvin 
began . 

>"Ah, no offense Alvin but your plans are terrible, " said Hiccup, 
awkwardly. "Here's the real plan."<p> 

About an hour later Hiccup and Toothless approached the Outcast 
arena. Hiccup ducked behind a rock. He attached the message to 
Sharpshot ' s leg and sent him on his way. With that done Hiccup and 
Toothless went into the arena to look for Stoic and Re. Within 
seconds the Berserkers attacked, throwing bolas at Toothless. Hiccup 
used his shield to block the bolas but then a huge cage dropped down 
right on top of Toothless. 

>"Toothless look out!" Hiccup cried, too late. The dragon was stuck 
in the cage and Hiccup soon found himself surrounded by Berserkers. 
Dagur arrived and sneered at Toothless, who could do nothing but 
growl and flash his teeth . <br>"You ' re finally mine?" Dagur cackled. 

As he began ranting about his success Hiccup tried to get free of the 
Berserkers, but they just grabbed him and ripped the shield off his 



arm. 

>"You'll learn to respect me dragon," Dagur hissed. "Or I'll wear you 
as a hat." Toothless snarled and tried to break the cage 
door . <br>"Leave him alone Dagur!" Hiccup cried. 

>"Put him with is father," Dagur ordered. "We'll dispose of them 
later along with the big green beast." The Berserkers dragged Hiccup 
away. However, Hiccup was not too worried for Dagur had done 
everything he was expected to.<p> 

Back on Berk Sharpshot had delivered the message to the Academy. 
Snotlout ran into the arena with the little dragon chewing on his 
arm. The other riders found this funny. Astrid pried Sharpshot off of 
Snotlout and got the message off his leg. She read it quickly. 

>"What does it say?" asked Fishlegs . <br>" It ' s from Hiccup," said 
Astrid. "He thinks he had a way to stop the Screaming Death, but we 
need to lure it to Outcast Island." 

>"What about the Dragonroot?" said Fishlegs. Astrid nodded then 
turned to Tenor . <br>"Will you fly ahead and help Hiccup?" she asked. 
"We will join you later." Tenor nodded. He spread his wings and shot 
out of the arena. He sped towards Outcast Island and record 
speed . 

The Berserkers put Hiccup on the other side of the arena, where they 
were keeping Stoic and Re. Re was still blindfolded, so he didn't see 
the Berserkers shove Hiccup between him and Stoic. Dagur continued to 
gloat, completely ignoring his other prisoners. Stoic looked down at 
his son. 

>"I assume you have a plan to get out of here?" he said.<br>"I do," 
said Hiccup, with confidence. 

>"Would like to share it with me?" Stoic asked. <br>"Nah, I just want 
to watch it unfold," said Hiccup. Re tugged at his bonds, and 
snorted. He'd been chained up for almost four days, but he felt 
slightly better now that Hiccup had arrived. Dagur paced up and down 
in front of Toothless's cage, still gloating. He didn't even see his 
men suddenly slip into the ground. Suddenly the Whispering Deaths 
burst out of the ground. They started tearing up the arena. Alvin and 
Mildew thew themselves out into the fight. Mildew ran to the cage and 
released Toothless. Alvin ran to Stoic and Hiccup and cut their 
bonds . 

>"Alvin and Mildew? This is your plan?" Stoic said, rather 
unhappily . <br>"Did not see that coming did you?" Hiccup boasted. Re 
giggled. Once free Stoic and Hiccup began cutting Re's bonds. Hiccup 
pulled off his gage and his blindfold. Re blinked rapidly, the 
sunlight hit him in the face and nearly blinded him permanently. Once 
his bonds were off him Re got to his feet. Without hesitation he 
joined the others in fighting the Berserkers. Hiccup picked up his 
shield. The Whispering Deaths drilled big holes in the arena, which 
started to collapse. Aurora and the Screaming Death's mother joined 
the fight. Hiccup searched for his dragon in all the chaos, and soon 
spotted him clear across the arena fighting off several opponents at 
once . 

>"Toothless ! " Hiccup called. The Night Fury ran towards him. But just 
before he got there the ground caved in, sending Berserkers, 

Outcasts, Dagur, and Toothless into the secret bunker below. Aurora 
and Re managed to grab Stoic, Mildew, and Alvin and fly them to 
higher ground as the arena collapsed. Hiccup had no time to worry 
about Toothless, he needed to get to higher ground as well. He 
dropped his shield and grabbed onto the metal bars of the roof. Down 
in the put Dagur confronted Toothless. The Night Fury was about to 



fire at him, but realized that he only had one shot left . <br>"Sixth 
shot, great?" said Hiccup, helplessly. Then by sheer luck Tenor 
arrived and flew down to help his cousin. He landed on the other side 
of Dagur, and knocked out the closest Outcasts with his tail. Dagur 
spun around, now completely in checkmate. Toothless and Tenor began 
circling him like wolves. 

>"You do have a habit of showing up at the right time cousin, " 
Toothless said.<br>"I lake making an entrance," Tenor chuckled. Dagur 
threw the ax he was holding at Tenor, which bounced harmless off his 
armor and the dragon hardly flinched. 

>"Now I just need to get to Hiccup, " Toothless said. Tenor looked up 
at where Hiccup was still hanging by his fingers from the 
roof . <br>"Where are my comrades?" Tenor asked. Toothless pointed to 
the cliff where Re and Aurora were helping Stoic fight off Berserkers 
and Whispering Deaths. Tenor looked back up at Hiccup. 

>"I can get Hiccup, do you think you can keep this one busy?" Tenor 
asked, flashing his black teeth at Dagur. <br>"I will do my best," 
Toothless said. "Just don't take too long." Tenor took off and flew 
up to Hiccup. 

>"Need a hand?" Tenor asked. <br>"Were ' s the others?" Hiccup asked. 

>"They're on their way," Tenor said. "The Screaming Death is on his 
way as well. Do you plan on hanging there all day?" Hiccup reached 
over to Tenor's saddle. Tenor slid closer to him and he grabbed the 
saddle horn and pulled himself on. Tenor flew back town to where 
Toothless was fighting off Dagur. Tenor landed and Hiccup ran to his 
dragon. They fought off more Berserkers. Since Toothless was just 
about out of shots. Tenor did all the firing. He also swung his 
tailblades knocking out more Berserkers. Re, Aurora, Alvin, Mildew, 
and Stoic were fighting above the arena. Then Astrid and the Twins 
rode in on their dragons. They flattened the Berserkers and kept the 
Whispering Deaths a bay.<br>"Boy I'm I glad to see you guys," said 
Hiccup . 

>"Don't thank us just yet," said Astrid. Then there came the 
unmistakable roar of the Screaming Death. Hiccup clicked the stirrup 
and Toothless took off. On the horizon was Fishlegs with the albino 
dragon hot on his tail. Toothless landed next to Stoic and Tenor 
rejoined his comrades . <br>"Why in Oden's name did you bring that 
thing?" Stoic asked Hiccup, pointing at the Screaming Death. 

>"It's mother is here," said Hiccup. "It's been tearing apart the 
islands looking for her . "<br>"That thing has a mother?" said Stoic 
horrified. Toothless rolled his eyes. Fishlegs steered Meatlug 
towards the arena, leading the Screaming Death to it as well. When 
they were close enough Fishlegs untied the rope that the Dragonroot 
hung from and it dropped into the ocean. The Screaming Death flew 
after the Gronkle, then he heard a familiar call. 

>"Banshie! Banshie, down here!" The white dragon stopped and looked 
around. He spotted him mother and the rest of his 

family . <br>"Mother ! " Banshie called. He changed course and headed 
towards her. But Dagur, furious about Toothless's escape, saw an 
opportunity. He and a few of his Berserkers grabbed ropes and looped 
them around the mother's neck. She roared and struggled. Dagur held a 
spear to her neck. 

>"Dagur don't!" Hiccup cried, landing Toothless in front of him. "Let 
her go or the Screaming Death will kill us all . "<br>"Don ' t try 
anything," Dagur roared. "You know if I run her through it's game 
over." Hiccup sighed. 

>"He's right," he groaned. "Everyone hold your fire!" All the dragons 
stopped what they were doing and watched, even Banshie came to a 
halt . <br>"Good, " said Dagur. "Now I might be interested in the 



trade." He looked right at Toothless. Hiccup roared in pure 

frustration. Then Snotlout and Hookfang flew to the rescue. Hookfang 

burst into flames and shot fire at Dagur and the Berserkers. They 

scattered, releasing their hostage. The mother dragon looked down at 

Hiccup and he saw the gratitude in her eyes. He nodded and she nodded 
back. Then she gathered her family and they joined the Screaming 
Death as the other dragons landed. The mother dragon hovered in front 
of the Screaming Death. 

>"Mother, you're okay," he said, so relieved. "I've been looking 
everywhere for you." He nuzzled her .<br>"I 'm so happy you're okay," 
his mother whispered. Then Banshie spotted Hiccup and Toothless on a 
cliff watching them. 

>"That tiny human," he said. "He's the reason I you, and I almost 
killed him." He flew down and hovered in front of Hiccup and 
Toothless. Hiccup though he saw the albino smiling . <br>"Thank you 
small human," Banshie roared. Though Hiccup didn't speak Dragontongue 
he knew what the dragon said. Then Banshie flew back up to join his 
family. He looked behind him again. 

>"And thank you too Night Fury, " he called. With that he and the 
other Whispering Deaths flew away, never too be seen again. <p> 

Stoic stood on a cliff watching the sun set. He was joined by Alvin. 
Stoic looked at him. 

>"Good fighting out there Stoic, " Alvin said, holding out his 
hand. <br>"Not so bad yourself Alvin," Stoic said, shaking Alvin's 
hand; which ended their rivalry. Hiccup watched them form a distance, 
still mounted on Toothless. Then Snotlout and Hookfang came up beside 
them . 

>"Thanks for coming Snotlout," Hiccup said.<br>"No problem Hiccup," 
said Snotlout. "That Dagur won't be bothering us anymore." 

>"Consider you suspension, well suspended," said Hiccup. They shook 
hand, ending their rivalry. With the danger passed Stoic and the 
riders gathered back up with Re, Aurora, and Tenor. Stoic got on 
Toothless behind Hiccup and they took off, heading for home and 
leaving Alvin to do away with Dagur. <p> 

The dragons flew in a big formation. No one spoke for a while, then 
Re remembered something. 

>"Hey a thought just accrued to me, " he said, in Dragontongue "The 
Berserkers are no longer a threat, nor is the Screaming Death. You 
know what that means Aurora? "<br>"We can go home!" Aurora exclaimed. 
"Finally." 

>"Are we bringing Serenity with us?" Tenor asked. <br>"Yup, " said Re. 
"Will you fly a head and tell her to start packing her stuff?" Tenor 
nodded and sped off. 

>"Where's he going in such a hurry?" Stoic asked. <br>"He ' s going to 
tell Serenity the good news," said Re. "Now that you guys are no 
longer under threat from the Berserkers or the Screaming Death, we 
can head for home." 

>"You're leaving?" Hiccup asked. <br>"Yes, we have our own land to 
run," Aurora said. "We've been away from it for too long." 

>"When are you leaving?" Stoic asked. <br>"As soon as Serenity 
finishes packing," said Re. "We must head out while we have the 
energy." They all fell silent as they flew over the ocean. 

Back on Berk Tenor landed at the Dragon Hospital where Serenity, 

Ruby, and Harmony were sleeping next to the fire. They woke up when 
Tenor landed. 

>"Tenor your back," said Harmony . <br> "Where ' s the others?" asked 



Serenity . 

>"Re sent me a head," said Tenor. "To tell you to pack your 
things . "<br>"What?" Serenity asked. 

>"Pack your stuff," Tenor repeated. "We're going home . "<br>"Home, " 
Serenity sighed. She hadn't been home for a long time. She quickly 
got up and gathered her stuff. The dragons helped her pack, while she 
saddled Ruby. They wanted to be ready to head out as soon as the 
riders returned. Serenity put the things she couldn't carry on her 
saddle into the house, where they would stay until she returned. When 
everything was put away she closed the door and locked it. She put 
her medical bag onto her saddle with her other things. Harmony closed 
the bedroom door in the apple tree and locked it. 

>"What are you going to do about your tree?" Tenor asked. Serenity 
looked at her golden tree, she touched the shiny leaves . <br>" I will 
leave it here, " she said. "Draconia has plenty of Golden Apple Trees, 
I will give this one to the dragons of Berk." She mounted Ruby and 
looked around at the hospital . 

>"I'm going to miss this place," she said. <br>"Yeah, " said Ruby. "But 
we'll be back, I'm sure of that." 

>"What about my patients?" Serenity asked. <br>"Draco will take care 
of them," said Harmony. "That is his job after all." 

>"Right, " Serenity said quietly. She clicked the reins and the three 
dragons flew down to the plaza as the riders and dragons landed. Re 
and Aurora joined their comrades. The riders got dismounted. <br>"So 
this is it huh?" said Stoic. 

>"Yup, " said Re. "Time for us to head home . "<br>"Will you come back?" 
Stoic asked. 

>"0h absolutely, " Re said. "As long as there are dragons living here, 
we'll come back . "<br>"What if we need to your help again?" Hiccup 
asked . 

>"Your dragons no how to contact us," said Aurora. "Our country is 
not that far, we can be here in a day . "<br>"Thanks for you help," 
said Stoic. Re nodded, smiling. 

>"It was the least we could do," he said. <br>"Are taking that gold 
tree with you?" asked Astrid. 

>"No, " said Serenity. "I'm leaving it here, for the dragons." Re and 
his family backed up and prepared to take of f . <br>"Safe travels," 
said Stoic. Re nodded again. They spread their wings and took off. 
They flew low over the village once. Re let out a roar of triumph, 
then they headed out into the sunset. The vikings watched them go 
until they vanished over the horizon. 

* *THE END** 


End 
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